Marnie McGee cditor/521-2300

_reative Living

@he Farmington Gbseruer

Thursday, Fobruary 4, 1988  O&E

(FHE

By Corinno Abatt
statf writer

uilder tags
middle part
of market

ly constructed, handcralted home,
T that means the house

If target marketing ls the name
of the gamie tn residentlal building,
then Howard Keating K11 Is hitting
the bull's-eye with his ncwest ene
deavor.

His company, Keattng Communl-
1y Homes, Inc,, plans to butld 1,200
houses this year for people carning
between $25,000 and 45,000, who
are now living in apartments, mo-
bile homes or older, used houses.

Operatlng on what he calls the
“scattered lot* principle, Keating
has a crew buying lots in existing
neighborhoods  in  nerthern and
western suburbs such as Farming-
ton Hills, Rochester, Troy, Brigh-
ton, Howell, Orion, Oxford, Water-
ford, Commerce, South Lyen and
West Bloomfield.

— base prlce about $70,000 Includ-
Ing lot ~ is fabricated in Indlana,
shipped here and assembled on the
fot In one day. Then, presto, the
house Is ready for occupancy.

A house like this used to be
called a pre-fab. But the connota-
tion doesn't really fit. Keatlng sald
hls two foar plans, 1,200 and 1,400
square {eet, are based on several
years of research into what buyers
want — three bedrooms, large,
well-appointed kitchen, two full
baths, jacuzzl, plush carpeting,
akylights (optional), cathedral ceil-
ings, walk-in closet in the master
suile, linen closet, two wash basins
in the master bath, sliding glass
door wails, fireptace (extra), cedar
siding, wood insulated windows,
nak cabinets and slx-panel doors.

Models are expected to be con-
structed in many of these commun-
ities soon. The lots range in size
from GO0 by 120 feet to 130 by 200
feet. He said some of the lots near
Upper Stralts and Middle Straits
lakes come with lake privileges.

Keating s offering two models
of what he has named the CETCH
heme. Pronounced “ketch,” it
stands for cost-effective, technical-

Family room of the second
mode! was furnished by Bab-
bie Lambert of Hollday Interl-
ore of Bloomfleld Hills. 1t Is
black and white with bold
splashes of color, Beyond lhe
archway is the linen closet
and two bedrooms. The mas-
ter bothroom, at far left, has a
large Jacuzzi tub and a sec-
ond sink beside the one at
the cotner,
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posal and range are
sundard {features as s the plush
carpeting throughout the house.
Basement, garage, decks, porches
and stereo system are extras.

What this adds up to Is an attrac-
tive, affordable, starter home that
was test marketed In West Bloom-
field Jast year.

“We [cel there’s a 28,000 buyer
backlog in the metropolitan area,”

Open kilchen, which comes with all appliances except refrigerator, has a tot of appeat, bullder Howard T, Keating [}l reports.

he sald. “We've done extensive
studles, . . , According to our esti-
mates, there arc 100,000 apart-
ments in metropolltan Detrolt and
two-bedroom townhouses in West
Bloomfield are renting for $1,200,
Qur maximum production is 40
houses a week."

He said he will be closing on 30
houses in the next couple of weeks.

His cost schedule shows that based
on a $7,000 down payment on a
$70,000 house, the monthly pay-

ment on a 30-year fixed rate 11
percent mortgage would be $544,
He will also take S-percent down
and other types of mortgages,

Keating has been Independent
from his famlly’s real estate busl-
ness for several years, And whlle
there’s no way to copyright his de-
signs, he said others wouid have
have a difflcult time trylng to du-
plicate his process and resources.

For Information on where mod-
¢ls may be seen, call 334-8860.

Artist finds niche in hou

By Holon Esper Olmstod
spaclal writor

On sunny days, Janet Sandison of
Rochester may be seen snapping ple-
tures — not just any pictures, but
rhulos of historical homes and bulld-
ngs.

But on the really chilly days of
winter, you'll find her In front of her
living room fireplace sketching from
the photos or if her sketching is fin-

ished, rendering them in watercolor,

Snndison, who strives for detal),
sald, “Whether I am just taking pin-
tures or doing the actual rendering, I
fine the light about clght o'clock in
the mornlng and two o'clock in the
afternoon the most cxcliting. 1 was
greatly influenced by the lighting in
the works of the French mpresston-

Sandison sald her only archltec-
tural tralning was the walking tours
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of historical bulldings she went on
while attendlng Cass Tech and Inter
in art school. But, she sald, “I can
always rely on my husband to lend
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