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Looking at ‘realism’

ELL, 1T happened. I'm 40
years old. And I did lose
N some of the welght I
N vowed to lose. But the
< word “some" does not seem to go
. with the word “vow.” Maybe my
vow to lose weight by the age of 40
was, therefore, a “semi-vow" ar a
* “kind-of-vow." 1 was fortunate, how-
. ever, to have been over overwelght
¢ when I was married 20 years ago. So
now I can say, "I still weigh what 1
welghed when I got married.”

But, oh — is that weight Ln dlffer.
‘ent places. And to be reallstie, it
'_dacsn't get any better. One of my

* lectures on anatomy is on aging and
. a(u:r 1 describe the aglng process, as

La joke, 1 alwnys add, “It’s not a pret.
: ty slght.”
£7 " 1t's probably not fuch fun to be

realistic when it comes to our age
* but It sure Is fun in our artwork, Be-

ies of realism, let me first state my
~ position on the subject. Reallsm is
. the goal untll it Is reached, after
- which one should ncver be satlsfied,
" Rather, expression is the new ven-
i ture. Reallsm can at some point be-
~come borlng because it is bound to
reality where expresslon can never
T become stagnant because It Is splrit-
ual,

I FIRST OF ALL, understand that

realistle drawing, painting or scu'pt-
ing is primarily the work of the mind
and eyes and Is only carrled out
through the work of the hand. The
hand must learn to obey and falthful-
Iy carry out what the mind bas
taught the eyes to look for,

We artists, when frustrated, break
our pens and pencils and bang our
fists as if uur hands were disobedlent

- In rendering. When, in reality, what
- we sce is not understood enough and
. the message to the hand is garbled.

: Now, thls is getting pretty heavy.
. Let's put it another way. Learning to
¢« draw or paint realistically is slmply
‘Iearnlhg to look. Remember the
word "look” s defined as “to study
or scarch out” and to mcrely 'see”
by definition means to “to use vi-
sion.” ‘Too many artists just sce and
- never learn to look.

i< Now I must emphasize the word
. “learn.” How to Iook with the eyes of
- an artlst can be taught. Those who

i
)
'

" seem to be gifted have the abllity to
= look but still need technical training

to use their gift. I have seen the
drawings of “gifted” people who feel
no need for art tralning. After I look
through a dozen or so beautiful pen-
¢il and pen drawlngs, I ask “Why no
watercolor or oll, or sculpture ete.?”
Gifted artlsts still need to learn how
to use art materials.

WELL, NOW THAT I've gotten
(hat off my chest, let’s start with my
tirst step toward realism: the reduc-
tion of lines. Take, for example, the
outer edge of the newspaper you are
readIng now.

Now look at the sawtooth edge
golng across the top of the paper and
the clean edge on the sldes. Ask
yourself, “Why do I see this? Is it

because of an outline?” and, of
course, the answer is no. You sce the
cdge of the paper because it is a dif-
{erent color than the background.
‘The paper s also a dlfferent texture
than the background.

Let's look at something else, Let's
say it’s your thumb against the news-
paper. Agaln, there is no outllne
around your thumb. So In your draw-
ing, painting and sculpture, try not
to depend on lines on the paper, can-
vas or in clay to define any shape,
This will automatleally give you a
big boost toward realism.

Surprisingly enough, the reduction
of lines works well even in a llnear
medium such as pen and ink. After
you ink the main shapes, you can
cross hatch or stipple the outlines
away and give the effect of shades of

ey,

I will continue this tople In my
next article but until then, watch
also for coler changes or shades of
grey on your subject.

Remember, too, that all color
changes. A red car does not appear
to be red all over. There are reflect.
od colors: white and pink highllghts,
deep red to brown-shaded areas, and
etc. Shapes don't have to be 23 big as
a car to show color changes. If you
are working in only black and white,
then the same holds true for shades
of grey.

Dave Messing has been an art
teacher for 10 years. He is the
owner of the Art Store & More in
Livon{a. He welcomes comments
and questions from readers. Send
those to him in care of this news-
paper, 36251 Schooleraft, Livonia
48150,

briefly speaking

® PASTEL/WATERCOLOR
WORKSHOPS

‘Three workshops are being of-
fered by the Visual Arts Assoctation
of Livonia, all to be held on Satur-
days in Febuary.

The first will be one In pastels
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 13. Also offered will be a Lwo-
sessjon Create-a-Palnting workshop
from 10 a.m, (o 3 p.m. on Feb, 20 and
27; and Carol In Costume, from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m., March 19. The classes
are held in Jefferson Center, 9501
Henry Rulf Road, Livonta, Fer more
informatlon, call 464-6772.

® TALENT SEARCH

Auditions wlll be held from 1-3
p-m. Saturday at Oakland University
Dance Dlvislon for area youngsters
interested In the School of American
Ballet, founded by legendary chare-
ographer George Balanchine,

@ POSTER WINNERS

Winners as well as other entrles in
the Livonia Human Relations Com-
misslon’s Brotherhood Week poster
contest will be on display in the
Livenla City Hall lobby from Feb, 8-
22.

@ BALLETS PLANNED

Children's Ballet Theatre of De-
trolt will present “Peter and the
Wolf” and “Soirces Musicales” in
Garden Clty High School at 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, March 5,

In addition, the Detroit Chamber
Ballet, a newly formed company
comprised of CBT alumnae and
other dancers up to 17 years of age,
will be making its premicre per-
formance with “Chopln Variations.”

Cranbrook PM

The mood, art and culture of Paris
in the *20s, great art collections and
an orientation for an cight-day pho-
tographic journcy to Ireland will be
explored during February classes
sponsored by Cranbrook P.M.

“Paris §n the '20s . . , the Never-
Endlng Party,” a three-weck course
beginning at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 3, fea-
tures a lively look at the people and
events, gentuses and crackpots
whose erupting creative energy in
1820 Paris became the talk of the art
world. Featured lecturer will be
Hope Palmer, professor of art, Hen
ry Ford Communlty College and ad-
junct art historlan, Detrolt Institute
of Arts. Fee Is $27.50 for the series,
or $10 for a single lecture.

Art historlan and critic Ruth
Rattner, who Is director of Art Advi-
sory Services, will give a three-week
course entitled “Great Art Collec-

of . An Inside View" beginning

Tlckets are $3 for children 12 and
under and $4 for adulls and will be
avallable at the door. For more In-
formation, call 274-4178.

© ZAPPA! CONCERT

The Unlversity Dance Company,
noted for its Innovative performanc-
cs, will present a concert featuring
the muslc of one of pop music's most
outrageous characters, Frank Zappa,
in a show entitled, slmply “Zappal.”

Performances will be at the Pow-
er Center in Ann Ann Arbor {rem
Feb. 11-14, Tickets are avallable at
the League ticket office, located in
the Michigan League Bullding on the
Unlversity of Michigan campus.
Tickets are $9 and $6 for reserved
seating with student seating avail.
able at $4 with JD. To charge your
tickets by phone, call 764.0450.

@ BENEFIT CONCERT

A major concert production to
benefit the AIDS Task Force of the
Catherlne McAuley Health Center
will be presented at 8 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 6, in Rackham Audltorium, Ann
Arbor. In cooperation with the Uni.
versity of Michigan School of Musie,
the evening will showcase speclalists
on period instruments including rep-
resentatives from Ann  Arbor's
Amerlcan Baroque Ensemble and
Ars Muslea, the Baroque Orchestra,
as well as guest musicians from
Boulder, Bloomington, San Francis.
ca, Boston and New York City.

Tlekets are $12 and $8 for stu.
dents and senfor citizens and are
available from the Mlchigan League
ticket office, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday. Tickets witl also
be available at the door, For more

classes start

at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 10. Highlights will
be a survey of the backgrounds, per-
sonalities and tastes of scveral of
this century's important collectors:
Lydia Winston Malbin, the Fords and
the Rockefellers. Also Included will
be ideas on what thelr passionate
pursuits have meant In our own
llves, Fee Is $27.50 for the series, or
$10 for a single lecture.

An orientation for an elight-day
photographic tour to Ireland coming
up In June will be conducted by pho-
tographer/teacher/writer Monte
Nagler at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 11, Included
will be tips on how to capture your
visual experlences in the beautiful
south of Ireland on film to produce a
memorable photographlc treasure,
which can be used 2s a model for
other expericnces you may wish to
document. For more Information
and tour brochure, call Cranbrook
P.M. at 645-3635.

informatlon, call Michael Lynn at
484-4297.

@ ANTIQUE SHOW

The 24th annual antique show of
St. John's Eplscapal Church will take
place at the church the weekend of
Feb. 11-13. The show Is recognized
as one of the foremost antique shows
in the metropolitan Detrolt area.
Amobg the 30 dealers who plan to
exhibit, one will feature a sclection
of wicker, Including some unusual
Victorlan pleccs.

The church is at 115 S. Woodward
at 11 Mile Road. Show hours are 11
a.m. to 9 p.m. Thursday and Friday;
and 11 am. to § p.m, Saturday.
‘There Is ample free parking. Admls-
slon Is $2.50. A continuous buffet
lunch and dianer will be avallable,

@ VALENTINE'S DAY
WORKSHOPS

The Detroit Historleal Museum
will offer two craft workshops
featuring Valentine's Day themes at
the muscum, 5401 Woodward Ave-
nue in Detroit on Saturday, Feb. 13

The first will be a heart-shaped
basket workshop directed to students
14 and older scheduled from 10:30
am, to 2:30 pm. There is a $10 ad.
vance reglstration and advance reg.
Istratlon is required.

The sccond Is & parent-and-child
valentlne workshop in which a ape.
cial valentine memento will be cre.
ated. The workshop runs from 1:30
pm. until 3:30 pm. Admission iy
free.

To register or to reccive further
nformation on cither workshop, cal]
833-1263,

@ WOMEN PAINTERS EXHIBIT

The Detrolt Soclety of Women
Painters and Sculptors will have
their showing at the Blrmingham
Bloomfield Art Assoclation from
Feb, 8-27. The exhibit will feature
works of approximately 40 members
and will be juried, The art associa.
tlon is at 1518 S. Cranbrook Road,
Birmingham, Evergreen at 14 Mile
Road. For more informatlon, call
844-0368.

| condo queries

Robert M.
Melsner

Q. I have read recently about slte
condominlum projects, and 1 may
wish 1o develop the acreage which I
own now as a condominlum If 1 can
avold the plat act. What has been
your experience in this regard?

A. Site condominlums are being
developed, particularly in Oakland
County, without very much opposi-
tion from the local municipalities,
‘There 1s, of course, the question of
whether or not a slte condominlum is
an atlempt to clrcumvent the plat
act but there is some authority in the
condominlum statute that would
support the basls for a alte cond

dominlum, The board has, with lim.
ited exceptions, vigorously enforced
the dog restrictlon. The only excep.
tion was because of health reasons
of one (1) co-owner. Can the board
now enforce the reatriction?

A. Of course each case depends
upon tis circumstances, but it would
appear that if the board conslstently
enforced the bylaw restriction thena
slight variation from the policy, be-
cause of extraordlnary reasons,
should not prevent the board from
elfectively pursuing the claim
against the dog owner and, if neces-

sary, rellel,
While select! of the

nium, there are

problems that can attach to the de-
velopment of a site condominium
which are not normally the case ina
regular condominium, It is extraor-

documents Is, per se, invalld, there
are degrees, of course, of selectlve
enforcement depending upon the clr-
cumstances, and a court may well

dinarily important, therefore, that find in behalf of the assoclation.

you insure that the condominlum

documents provide the developer  Robert M. Meisner is a Bir-
fter, the with attorney

and, th
archlitectural control over the nature
of the condominum units construct.
ed. More on this in future columuns.

QA In our

in cnndumlmum!. real estate and
corporate law, Questions should
be directed to Robert Meisner,
30200 Telegraph, Suite 467, Bir-
Mich. 48010. This col.

has allowed her dog to run loose in
the common arezs. There is a proh.
bitlon ngainst all dogs Lo the con-

umn provides general informa-
tion and should not be construed
as legal opinion,
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LOOKING FOR A HOMET Consdw bis 1572 spacous
Mg colonlal, Four bedh

trmlnv-
den. Dramatio 2 story

anlt‘t Backs to tranqull wwod area, $154,900, B.':I 19800,

{MAR)

COLONY PARK 8UB.

Ly

porch,
$162,500. 477-1111.

N szvem
1073 s

312 Lakewood,
381 Aromor

immaculate 4 becroom brick
pilme area. Cantral alz, 2% baths, finishad red room with office
and enclosed . Move-in condttion, immediate cocupancy,

reEea ity

fort Mint condition Tudor Colonlal
0. ft. withmany extras. Absohrte
‘occupancy. $257.000. 477+1111.
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pond, woods
shopping conter. o 4000 T
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EXECUTIVE COLONIAL, mhhmmmmmm

ON CUI.-DE-SAGWOOD‘ED Lo'r.mnmmubu-
room cnhnld,ln.d»d car garage, large dock Overiooka
coe. Close 10 schoots. 12 Oaks

Budbury €142
25434 Burrey Lane. iaise0
S8 Powy Lo, $137:50
7088 ooy

&
21250 Iekater, $179.000
6913 Carmen CL., West, 2430900

onty 5 ywars okd, Ovee 3000
move-in condition, mmecial

$165.900
3350.700

0. $395,000
20,

A1
a7

a1t

4e.ar00
sa1.8100

1.

. ROYAL OAK
31180 4324 Robimood, 84.900
#31:1900 YLVAR
831.1900 mnn-wd. 872500

Fitiiretsbogtiis

BOUTH
S B Dr. 4134000

WATENTORD
2104 Cohocish, $80.900
§1%4 Gomactan: 475,550
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MICHIGAN 'S LARGEST HEAL ESTATE GOMPANY

malatenanca fros -
locatlon, Fenced

MRS, CLEAN LIVES HEAE. Immacuiate 3 bedroom brick

canch
2 full baths - finished basement. In town
yard. Won't last, Msks appointment todey.

61,000, 8511000, {LAM)

4 BEDKOOM GOLONIAL BR'CK, Woet mmm Mmm
real nice sirs. Bloomfield Hils schools.

mcmll.d Natural firoptace In Iiving room
Newor carpet ihvuout. $129,900, 866-2300,

T Ay a e Ay

ENTEATAINER'
Qlous

stone froplsce. M

bar, Istend kiichen.
MMMMI\"WM $182,500, 859-2300.

l BEDROO" CQLONIAL. IW baths, 2 Car Qarage, lww brick.
In living room. Convenlent

um.dou!oﬂwphu

Oakiand
F-GM lmty $129,500, 844-4700.

miwm

BUPER NiCE MOMI’. S Dadroom m 1,008 oq. 1.
Brick Ranch, 1 bath, crawt spacs, l-pl-ma‘m Maln-
tonace tree exterior. Very cozy homs, 843,500, 559-2300.

I.YONTWP HXLLYOFBETTIMHMMHMWM
ln‘sﬂhlﬂ.?hl"hll’ﬂ. 182 foor lawndry, $139,000,

LYON Twe., 3 bedroorm, 2% bath Ranch foor laundey
wmoml:nm saasn "
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