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ALUTING good wilt.
Farmington Hills
City Councll has by
resolutlon honored the
Southeast Michlgan Caunell of
Governments, which marked its
201h year of regional planning
progress Jan, 13,

SEMCOG represents a
publie/prlvate rescarch and
development effort for 135
local governments [n seven
countles,

SEMCOG was honored as "a
national leader in forging
cffective partnershlps between
the publle and private sectors
ot the regional scale.””

EASY does it.

Farmington Hills City
Council has lowered the speed
iimlt on Folsom from 40 to 35
mph between Orchard Lake
Road and Tuck, a newly paved
stretch, .

The change was made based
on the number of residences in
the area, Lthe number of drive
approaches near Orchard Lake
Road and the reduced speed of
the Folsom/Tuck curve (20
mph), city manager Willlam
Costlck said,

HELPING hand.

Counsclors at all
Farmington-area schools were
in the spotlight Feb. 1-5,
Natlonal Schoot Counseling
Week.

This year's theme was,
“Sometimes the learning
process needs a helping hand.”

FOOTNOTES: One year
ago this week — State
educators called for the
creatlon of development
centers for teachers in the
wake of low sclence scoresina
statewlde testlng program for
fourth, seventh and 10th
graders.
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Hospital ays off 11 to cut costs

By Joanno Mallszowskl
staff welter

Eleven Botsford General Hospital employ-
ees are looking for new fobs.

The employces were laid, off Feb, 3 in the
Farmington Hills hospltal's continuing efforts
to reduce costs, sald Gerson Cooper, hospital
president.

Hespital officials intensified thelr continuing
cost-reduction program last year by retalning
a consulting firm to review hospital

to other units in the hospital, Cooper sald.

“Everybody is challenged to do the same
right now,” Cooper sald, referring to other hos-
pitals such as Sinaj and Harper-Grace in De-
troit, which are both reducing staff.

Botaford departments affected by u:e
layofls are blomedical englneering, central
su.-rllizatlan. housckeeping, soctal work, nurs-
pharmacy and

g
services,

AS THE Iting firm its re-

to determine which arcas could be stream-
lincd, Cooper sald.

“This process resulted in the elimination of
positions on a focused basls and will not In-
volve physicians or stalf nurses,” he said,

‘Though 40 positlons were climinated, only 11
employces lost thelr jobs because some re-
tlred, resigned voluntarily or were. transferred

view, more layoffs are expected.

ut Cooper sald the layolfs are not golng to
be “across the board and not in lhc numbers
scen at other areas

wide and nationally in terms of hospltals re-
focusing thelr acute care services and shifting
personnel, Including a number of layoifs,” said
Nancy Fiedler, Mlchlxnn Hospltal Assoclatlon
spokeswoman,

“I must stress lhal. in most cases, the layoffs
lfiednal related divectly o patlent care,” she

“What's happening at Botsford is happening
throughout the country, It's nothing unusual,
It's just one moare sign that hospitals are re-
tooling,” sald Donald Potter, president of the
Southeast Michigan Hospital Council.

Hospitals are taking long looks at thelr opers
ations, services and stalf as the health care

tion, department and position apeclllc."
Botsford s not alone In its effort to contaln

spiraling health care costs, Including layoffs,
“It is a trend (in the hospital industry) states

market i to change, Fledler safd.

THE MARKET, Fledler and Potter sald, is
-characterized by dccllnlng general inpatient
rapldly y and

outpatlent :crvlcu.

ding Botsford, are experl
Ing eroding reimbursement programs and cen-
tlnuing pressure to contain health care costs,
Cooper safd.

Employers and government have come to
belleve they arc paying too much for health
care. At an average $400-3500 a day in the hos-
pita), the trend has been toward outpatient set-
vi:;: and shorter stays in the hospltal, Potter
s3ad,

That leads to fewer people [n the hospital,
which raises the q\lullon of *do we need all
these employees?” Polter sald.

“When you reduce volume, you have to re-
duce your employee mix.”
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Crosstown rivalry
Doug Hoyt of Norih Farmington (right) tries

to escape from the grasp of Farminglon
wrestler T.J, Armstrong during Thursday's

ineet that decided the city

1C for match detaits.

Armstrong eventually won a 5-0 decison

over Hoyt to help the Falcons clalm a 46-24
victory and a share of the Lakes Division
crown along with Piymouth S8alsm. See Page

By Casey Hans
statf writer

While Farmington school officials
wrestle with plnns {for alternative
more

Boys Republic
fate uncertain

to varylng degrees. Some are from
broken homes and others are or-
dered to live there by the juvenlle
court system. Some have been In
trouble with the pollce.

Asslstant Mary

than 40 lcenagers from Boys Repub-
lic are walting to see where they will
ﬂt[lznd school this fall.

changes proposed last week by
Farmington Superintendent Graham
Lewis, Shiawassee Center may be
used for elementary classrooms to

curs, the Boys ﬂ:puhllc school pro-
gram currently housed there would
be moved,

Concerned parents, the director of
the residenttal treatment (acility
and at least one Farmington school
trustee are also watching the situa-

help ease avercrowding.-If this*oes

Lou Ankele has sald no changes
would be made at Shiawassee Center
until the school board adopts a final
yl.'m on how Lhe bullding will be

The plan is expected to be
vnted on March 1, The Shiawassee
Center also houses a dlstrict medla
center and other programs that nlm
face relocation.

TRUSTEE JAMES Abernethy told
trustees and parents at last week's
board mecting that he supported the
creatlve educational options offered
by Lewis, but is “concerned with the
complete working out of Boys Re-

The boys have emotional problems

ton closely, W

publle.” He called on Lhe school ad-
P to produce a detailed
Ity in Farmington Hills, plan.
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House debate out of focus — Fltzgerald

By Joanne Maliszawski
staff writer

Dennls Fitzgerald s surprised by the “almost |

misslonary zeal” glven to the 62-year-old Eleanor
;pl-:;(:r cestate house in Farmington Hiils' Heritage
ark, :

“The Spicer house has become too far an issue.
IUs interesting how people have zeroed In on the
house and not the home site,” said the l-‘arml.nxtnu
Hllls Parks and Recreation chai.rmnu.

y the
clly mllnzll'l mlddnnunry doclslon at Mayor
Jody Soronen’s request, to let the Farmington
Hills Historic District Commission consider put-

. ting it in the clty’s protected historle district.

‘The historle district commission will also rec-
ommend uses for the one-story residence, on
Farmington Road, between 10 and 11 Mile,

But parks commissioners thought that was part
of their job to develop plans and programs for alt

‘city parks and to finance improvements with the

five-year, 0.5-mill parks levy,

about preserving it and its use from

@+ the historic district commission since it is indeed

) should not be a part of the thinking

’

“We welcome their Input, but please respect
our responsibility, The task assigned us was the
whole 211 acres. For us to luddcnly change that
::jc;a 13 a contradiction of that task,” Fitzgerald

NOT EVERYONE, howcver, agrees with
Fitzgerald’s assessment,

“Since it is a historic home, we should get some

! their area of expertise," Soronen sald.

Some council members balked at Soronen’s
January request, concerngd parks commissloners
would consider it “a slap in the face.”"

‘Without using those words, Fitzgerald and John
Balley, vice chalrman of the parks comm!ssion,
sald some commissioners felt brushed aside de-
splte months of debate and study on the bouse.

“We didn't feel the historic district commission
g process,”
Fitzgerald sald. “The question Is how can they be
efficlent when they don't know about it all (the
entire park concept)? Give us the time to do the
Job they gave us to do.”

SORONEN SAID there was no intent to anub
the parks commission by involving the historic
district commission.

Please turn to Page 4.

Dennis Fitzgerald

Man of peace
He brings cultures together

Arnold Michlin uh[kl about hie lifelong

actlyl-

-tles that led to his dedicatlon to bring

oY aonsmwv pnmgm»-

poace betwun thogo of different
falths. -

By Loralne McClish
stalf writer

Arnold Michlin laya clalm-to the title “Big-
gest Booster” for the Ecumenical Institute for
Jewlsh-Christian Studies,

He sits at the Greater Detroit Interfaith
Round Table, the only chapter of the national
Round Table,of Christians and Jews that
changed {ta nama to Include Moslems.

He Is founder of the American Arable and
Jewlah Friends of Metropolltan Detroit, which
ovoked “a miracle,” he sald, when'he wit-
nessed those of each culture break bread,
dance the Jewish hora, and lsten to music
from the Arablc oud and the poetry of Kahlil
Gibran togelher, )

“It was a miracle that the dinner even took
place, in the middle of last month whllo every
day we were reading In the newspapers about
tho trouble golng on in Lebanon,” the Farming.
ton Hills resident sald, “We had @ couple on the
committes ready to call it off, But a mosl 200
people came — half Jew:. half Arabs.

“We try to restrict any talk of what's golng
on In the Middle East," he sald of the get-to-
gethers planned for the Arablc and Jewish

Friends, 'We have enough problems to solve

right herely! E
FOR HIS work In bringing belter under

standlng between peoples of dlfferent faiths; .
Gold,” glys

Michlin will receive “The Heart of
en by the Women for United Foundatlon to
only & select number of those in the Detrolt

arca deemed “outstanding volunteers.” ol .-

“I am dedlcated to making peace here, may<
be not in the world but at least hem," he nm
of his work In ecumentcallsm,
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