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Ex-Rice
star still
winless

By C.J. Risak
statt writer

The Curse of Crisler.

Sounds ominous. Might expect
Freddie or Jason to come bursting
through a wall waving a meat
cleaver or butcher knife with a title
like that.

This curse isn’t that frightening,
alhough B.J. Armstrong might im-
agine such vislons cvery tlme he
takes to the floor at University of
Michigan's Crisler Arena.

1f that sounds bad, it's because It
15 that bad. Since Armstrong left Bir-
mingham Brother Rlce for the Uni-
versity of Towa, each trip the Haw-
keyes have made to Crisler has been
a nightmare.

Armstrong is now a junlor. He has
never won at Crisler. Untl Jate last
scason, when the Hawkeyes ended an
eight-game losing skid by beatlng U-
M In Iowa Clty, he had never man-
aged a to beat U-M. It was their first
win agalnst the Wolverines since
1981,

ANOTHER STREAK may have
started Wednesday, Hawkeye fans
should have forscen it. Their poor
record at Crisler was strike one; the
loss of starting center Al Lorenzen to
Injury was strike two; and the acco-
lades Armstrong received (rom
other Blg Ten coaches, who referred
to him as the best point guard in the
conference, was strike three.

As If U-M needed any more am-
munition in preparing to do battle
with Iowa, Those final statements
fucled Wolverine polnt guard Gary
Grant with a personal Incentive.

The object of his revenge? Arm-
strong.

The result, a 120-103 loss, was pre-
dictable. The score reached 30-7 by
the 11:43 mark; Grant had scored 16

. .points, IncludIng faur three-pointers,
by then. Armstrong, meanwhile,
steuggled through the first half,
going zero-for-five [rom the floor
and committing five turnovers.

YEECH.

“It's been tough coming back,” ad-
mitted Armstrong. “We just couldn’t
get it going tonlght. They just stuck
it llln us, They were obvlously on a
roll.

“We've just got to bounce back
and get ready for the next one.”

Former Brother Rice baskelball star B.J, Arm-

guards,

strong has become one of the Big 10's top

This was one of the lowest palnts
in an otherwise bright season fer
Armstrong. He finlshed with 15
points after Iowa put together a
school-record 77-point second hali,
but he hit just six-of-17 from the
floor and had six lurnovers. He also
dished out slx assists,

Not too good, considering his sea-
son stats entering the game: 168
polnts, 4,1 assists, 37-0l-54 (50 per-
cent) on threespointers — all team-
highs. Armstrong was hitting 52.2

pereent (rom the floor and 87.3 per-
cent from the line.

But it wasa't the confrontation
with Grant that made the difference,
Armstrong felt. “I knew It wouldn't
come down Lo that. I was just trying
to get us back in the game, back to
within 20. 1 wasn't even thinking
about Gary. Their whole team
played well.”

STILL, THE HAWKEYES can't
al(ord {0 play many more games

‘It's been tough coming back. We just

couldn’t get it going tonight. They just
stuck it to us. They were obviously on

aroll’

] — B.J. Armstrong
: Ex-Brother Rice cager

Total performance starts here.

's If they hope to

challenge for a cou!erence title, Af-
ter the U-M loss they were 15-6 over-
all, 5-3 in the Big Ten.

“We were upset we dldn't play
better,” Armstrong satd. “You've got
to be tougher than that on the road.”

So what are thelr title chances?

Fla phota by DAN DEAN

“We're really just got to take care of
oursclves and everything else will
take care of itsell.”

And what about the upcoming re-
match with U-M (Feb, 27) — this
time at fowa's Carver Arena? Is re-
venge for Wednesday's embarrass-
ment (Iowa trailed 61-26 at the half)
already brewing?

“Not at all,”. insisted Armstrong.
“T just put in my mind whal we did
(wrong), so we don’t do it again.”

Still, maybe Wolverine coach Bill
Frieder planted the seed of ven-
geance alter Wednesday's win.
“Gary (Gram) won't tell you this,” he
said, “but we're tired of henrlug this
nonsense of Armstrong being lhe
best polnt guard in the conference.”

We shall see. Round two Is coming
up.

Sub scores 22
in Hawk victory

Mare Mack, glven the opportunity
to be a starter, rose to the occasion
Friday night for Farmington Hills
Harrison's basketball team.

Replacing forward Chad Burgess
In the starting unit, Mack, a 6-foot-2
Junlor, scored a game-high 22 points
to spark the Hawks in thelr 63-48 de-
feat of Walled Lake Western.

Burgess, one of Harrlson's leading
scorers, sat oul the game wlth an In-

Jury.

The Hawks are §-2 in the Western
Divislon, onc game behind first-
place Plymouth Canton, whom they
will meet Thursday night at Harrl
son. Coach Mlke Teachman's ball-
club improved its overall record to

0.4,

Harrison had only a 43-38 lead
going Into the fourth quartcr against
the Warriors, but the Hawks tacked
on 22 points — their biggest output
of the game — to win golng away.

Center Jim HIIl had 12 points and
seven rebounds, and guard Jason
Lichtman added 11 points for Harri-
son, which led 20-13 and 34-26 after
the first and second perleds.

Western, 2-5 and 3-8, was fed by
‘Tom Kubik wlith 14 points.

SALEM 84, N, FARMINGTON 65:
Todd Marlon paced a {lrst-half shoo-
tout that eventually carrled Salem
past host North Farmington Friday.

Marlon scored 21 of his 23 polnts,
which Included four baskets from be-
yond the three-point circle, in the
{irst half as the teams engaged in &
run-and-gun affatr. *

“It was the shootout at the OK
Corral,” Salem coach Bob Brodle
sald. “Right from the word go, both
teams were shootlng the !ighh out of
the buckets.”

basketball

The Rocks put down six triples in
the first half, the Ralders four. Matt
Hoffman had two of North's triptes.

Surpassing the 20-poinl mark In
each of the first two quarters, Salem
led 47-38 at halftime.

The actlon settled down In the sec-
ond half, but the Rocks still led 61-54
at the end of three and put the game
awiay when they outscored North 23-
11 in the Jast peried,

SALEM, 4-3 IN the Lakes Divislon
and 6-7 overall, led by 10 in the
fourlth and spread the floor to pull
the Raiders out of their zone defense.
That ereated casler scnrlng opporlu-
nitles for the Rocks, Brodie

HoldIng the Ralders to u:elr low-
est scoring total in the fourth, Salem
ajso “took away their inslde game
and only gave them one opportuni-
ty,” sald Brodle of his leam’s de-

ense,
Bill Anderson had 16 paints for the *

second straight game, matching the |
team-high total he had In last week's
game wlth Walled Lake Central. Jeff’
Eltlott, playlng in his first game af- '
ter recovering from a broken arm,
scored 10 points, and Keith Smith
was the top rebounder with nine.

Forward Kurt Dudek-paced North,
34 in the divislon and 5-8 overall,
with 19 points.

Brodie added he was especlally
pleased that “everybody played and
played well” Tt atso was the flrst
game in which the Rocks have had
all their players healthy since De-
cember;

Seaholm edges Falcons

Wins In all four evenls weren't enough for Farmington's gymnasts,
who couldn’t match Birmingham Seaholm’s depth n losing 127,4-125. 55
Wednesday at Farmington.

Jackie Daly had a palr of firsts, capturing the vault (9,05) and floor
exerclse (8.05). Daly was also second in the balance beam (8.45) to team-
‘mate Julic Lawton’s first-place score of 8.55. Daly recorded the highest
‘all-around total of the mect (34.45).
¢ The Falcons other winner was Debble Ford in the uneven parallel bars
(B 45). Lawlon had the third highest all-around score (31.75).

!M F::’nnlnglon. now 3-6 in dual meets, travels to Grosse Polnte North
onday.
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