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Formal wear and fashions

men at a wedding occupy the

status of supporting actor in

someone else's movie. After all,
who really notices what the groom is
wearing?

Is the {athes of the bride likely to be
upsct if the father of the groom is
wearing the same style tuxedo?

Still. with fashions in formai wear
blossoming into styles as different as
After Six's Miami Vice and Dynasty
Collections and Christian Dior's
updited classics, men have more
options than ever.

At an ultra-formal evening wedding,
for example, it's appropriate for men to
wear white tie and tails. And, as
Princess Diana has so observantly
noted, “Men look so absolutely
smashing in their white tie and tails.”

SOMETI MES IT scems as if the

THE COMPLETE RIG — coat,
trousers, starched white wing collared
shirt, white pique tic, white waistcoat
— can be rented at most formal wear
shops. Because white tic events are so
rare, a man should make his sclection
early and put a deposit on the clothes
to make certain they will be available
when he needs them.

Fur a formal daytime wedding, men
wear either the traditional cutaway
cont (in oxford gray or black) with
striped trousers or a long or short
jacket with striped trousers and wing-
collard shirt.

For a semiformal evening wedding,
men ean wear a dinner jacket with
black trousers, white dress shirt, vest
or cummerbund and bow tie, If he's
less traditionnl, a man can don a
formal suit in a dork shade for fall and

winter, lighter shades for spring and
summer, with matching or contrasting
trousers and bow tie to match vest or
cummerbund,

Most men rent tuxedos for the
formal oceasions in their lives. If they
don’t already own such a formal
garment. they moy be bewildered by
the choices now pvailubie. Desigl
formal wear cames with subtle
differences such as side vents, satin.
covered buttons and cigarette pockets.

Many wedding coordinntors are
advocating coordinating the men's
attendants, with the women's
attendants using colored
cummerbunds, pocket squares and
bow ties, Metallie thread tuxedos have
become commonplace, particularly at
more contemporary, semi-formal
affairs.

Many wedding
coordinators are
advocaling coordinating
men’s attendants with
women'’s attendants, using
colored cummerbunds,
pocket squares and bow
lies.

ACCORDING TO Letitia Baldrige,
author of “Complete Guide to
Exccutive Manners,” there are some
simple rules to follow when selecting a
formal black dinner suit (the tuxedo).

The jacket may be ¢ither single or
double-breasted, sometimes with a
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