Thursday, Fobruary 11, 1988 _O&E

(M7A

points of view

Skill-building brings a diversity to life

IF IT weren't for a great co-op
program and a couple of basic typ-
ing classes in high schoo), T might
not be writing this column today.

1t would be a hunt-and-peck situa-
tion on my keyboard, and I may nev-
er have learned to deal effectively
with people — in any Job,

Those Job skills learned In high
school have played a major role in
how my life has progressed, and in
the various career chofces 1 have
made. .

I'm sure voc ed programs have
done the same for thousands of stu-
dents since such pi began in

high schools ahd 2,500 trade schools
nationwide are offering some type of
vocational/technlcal education pro-
gram.

Medical skills, drafting, market-
ing, floral design, food services and
auto shop are just some of the cours-
es offered to Farmington-area stu.
dents,

And a nine-course life-manage-
ment program, with courses such as
personal finance, child development,
teen issues and nutrition, is the mod-
ernized version of what used to be
home economics, Even a course in

the 1960s. Some 20,000 mdldonal

greenh and
landscaping is offered,

THE LIST goes on and on.

Students can fulfl] their academic
requirements and stlil diversify their
lives, with other classes. They might
even develop an interest they didn’t
reallze they had,

Earl Baumunk, director of Farm-

Ington’s voc ed program, is right en

when he says “all youngsters who
gradualc should have a marketable
ki,

All s the key word.

Students ean take all the academic
courses offered fram A-Z, and still
not become well-rounded. Perhaps
they are accepted into a prestigious
college, and even make thelr way
through, but how will they fare In
life? A good balance includes both
the academic and vocational classes.

“Academic and vocatlonal educa-
tion are not in conflict; cach has an
importance of its own,” sald Marvin
Feldman, president of the Fashien
Institute of Technology In New York

City, in a speech In 1984, “They are
complementary. It Is not a question
of either/or; it 1s a question of both/
and. Each serves different functions
that sometimes overlap.”

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION
classes teach more than a basic skdll,
although they perform that functlen
as well,

‘They glve a person skills that can
be Integrated into his or her life and
used in a variety of ways, Because
you learn how to repair a car, or de-
sign flowers or take a cosmetology
course does not mean that is exactly
the direction a career will head.

And that leads us to the real ls-

sues: whether high school students
can make thelr own deeisions,
whether Lhey have faresight and mo-
tivation to see just what there inter-
csts are, and whether they can plan
for the future by developing those in-
terests.

If they sce themselves for what
and who they are, with guldance
from counselors, when necessary,
they will enroll in a variety of class-
es to ensure an interesting future.

Diversity, deallng with people and
learning to cope with a changing.
growlng world — that's what life's

about.
‘That’s what must be tearned.

Fear of rape compelling

‘There Ls reason to be in

West Bloomfield Township and
Farmington Hills.

All these affluent communities
have attractive homes, well-kept
neighborhoods, shiny cars in the
driveway and one thing else: a rapist
in thelr mjdst.

Sinee April thére have been nine
attacks |n seven homes in a 16.
square-mile area bounded by 13
Mile, MAple Farmington and Cran-
brook roads.

It's impossible to say that the at-
tacker has always been the same
man, but the similarities are
{righteningly similar. He wears a ski

mask and carries a knife. He attacks
women in thelr home, once returning
to the same address to attack a sepa-
rate victim. He either galns entrance
to the home or surprises women in
thelr glraga. ‘The victim has almost
always been alone. One exception; A
Fe gton Hlills attack in. which
two women were raped.

IT'S FRIGETENING to say that
the attacks appear to be both ran-
dom and calculated, There appears
to be no common bond among the
victims other than geography. Al-
though the victims may be randomly
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it's frightening to say
that the attacks appear
to be both random and
calculated.

chosen, it Is hard to belleve that the
attacker moves by chance. By al-
ways catching the victims alone, he
most certainly stakes out his prey
beforehand. There Is no way that
such knowledge cannot strike fear
into the hearts of women and those
who love them.

The {fear was evident in the people
and their anger at a community
meeting In Birmingham last week.

Officlals prudently called the meet-
ing to offer information and advice
to a worrled populace. But people
wanted more, They wanted someone

to do hing, They wanted some-
one to catch this guy.

HYATT EBY, a neighborhood ac-
tivist, said he had heard all this ad-
vice alter the first rash of attacks in
Birmingham and Bloomfleld Town-
ship last April, No more advice, he
sald. He wanted actlon. He wanted
an arrest,

Well, of course. Everyone wants
an arrest. It Is difficult to tell how
well the police are pursulng thls
case. But one thing Is certain, Most
of us have an unrealistic idea of
‘what police can do. They can Investi-
gate es, they can locate known
{elons, they can react to eyewltness
accounts. They ean try to fight crime
by long-range efforts such as com-
munity awareness programs, ine
creased patrols and development of
nelghborhood watches,

. But they can seldom stop a specif-
ic crime from happening. If you
can't stop an intruder from breaking
into your home or lurking In your ga-
rage, what makes you think a hand-
ful of police can?

Such talk does nothing to easé the
fear. As one woman told me, “This is
Birmingham. We don't even lock our
doors here.”” They should be locked
now.

Casino is suburban issue

Some plans just naturally make a
body wary.

That's the way suburban De-
trolters should feel about the “gam-
bling" committee being established
by the big city's mayor Coleman
Young.

Pmnkly, setting up a study com-
mittee Is an age-old political ruse to
get what you want by having other
folks reaffirm your wishes.

The cleverest part of the plan, of
course, is to plant some opposition
members on the committee, So when
all Is sald and done and the commit-
tee docs come out with a proposal
approving casino gambling in De-
troit, the mayor can always say, “sce
the unbellevers on the committee
have seen the light. So should the
rest”

Not a bad ploy. It oftén works.

But {ortunately for those op]
to casino gambling, the mayor is
baving a tough time finding opposi.
tion which is willing to serve,

In this town casino gambling

cks the same kind of emotion as
the abortlon debate. You are either
for it or agalnst It. No middle ground
in this forum.

MAKE NO MISTAKE, casino
gambling is something with which
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Barnaby

every suburban resident should be
concerned, Its adoption would
change the foundatlon of this com-
munity for as long as the roulette
wheels spin or the dealers shuf-
fle the cards.

Desplte the fact that the casinos
would very likely be located on fara-
way Belle Isle, the impact would be
the same as if mcy were bullt in the
next subdlvision.

Remember, that people contem-
plating moving their businesses and
families to thls arca don't distingu-
ish, Nationally, Detrolt is Detroit o
those folks, whether it be Livonla,
Plymouth, Farmington or Blrming-
ham.

1f Detrolt is a gambling clty, so
arewe.

Besides, Attantic City has learned
all the tough lessons about caslno
gambling. We should learn from it.

The only entities to beneflt from
gambling in that city are the casinos.
‘The city still has many of the prob-
lems it had before the first gambling
house popped on its lights.

Sure, we've got crime in metropol-
itan Detrolt. But little sense exists o
Inviting In more. Andg It doesn’t take
much (nvestigating to learn about
gambiing's link to organlzed crime,
They have been partners in this
country for longer than any of us can
remember.

And if even all the crime associat-
cd with caslno gambling remained
within Detrolt’s boundarles, we
know the scum who control it will
live outside the cities. And those kind
of nelghbors, no matter how polite
they may be, we don't need living
next door,

Most important to remember is
the kind of metropolitan area we
\\Anl to leave behind for our chil-

So by chance, if you're asked ta sit
on Coleman Young's gambling com-
mittee, cast your vote by saying “no
thanks your honor.” It's your safest
bet.
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Queen-slze Simmons Hide-a-Bed features classic tuxedo styling.
available In a floral stripe or.a textured plaid upholsiar{ ne?slzvs

Queen-size Simmons Hide-a-8ed In an English drawing room style,
avallable In a floral jpcquard. Reg. $1335 SALES

Full-size Simmens Hide-a-Bed In @ classic lowson styie. ovcllable n’
textuted or floral upholstery. Reg. SIO99

SALE 5698 .

3598

- Queen-size Simmons Hide-a-| Bed [n @ traditional comel back style.
avaikable In a floral textured-woven fobric. Reg. §

SAVE

EACH HIDE-A-BED
FEATURES A SIMMONS
BEAUTYREST MATTRESS

ODEJO'MOG.IM

18850 MACK AVENUE, GROSSE PO[NTE FARMS

886-5200
Usa your MastorCard, Visa ot Scott's Revolving Chotge

i«

ON SIMMONS BEAUTYREST

You'l find a large selection
of famous Simmons Beautyrest
mattress and foundation sefts in-
stock and availiable for free
. immediate delivery.

The entire Simmons Beautyrest Collection
Is priced at simllar savings.




