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Patient advocate helps cancer victims
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ing an and and

ey couldn't release her address or
telephone  number but said they
would forward a letter to her for me.

TUTHE SAME day I got the letter
from Woman's Day saying they had
forwarded my letter to her, I got a
call from Lydia herself," she said. 1
talked to her for at least {wo houts,
and she gave me all of the Informa-
tion about what had happened 1o her
hisband and where they had gone for

p.
~Through Lydia’s help and because
their busband’s diagnoses were simi-
Jar. the Wiseman’s were able (o see
the same physician who had helped
Joe Cunningham. It was at this time
they discovered his brain tumor was
not growing or causing him any
harm and it would have been an un-
necessary risk to operate.

*“Our docter had been recommend-

Tim dldn't even need it,” Kathy said.
“In fact, a person can only get radia-
tlon treatments once, so If we had let
them do It and if something ever
happened down the road where Tim
needed the (reatment he wouldn't
have been able to use it.”

Wiseman said she's called Lydia a
lat since then.

“She’s sent us a packet of informa-
tion and lists of books we could read
and she's called other friends for me
who didn't know where (o tuen,” she
said. “No matter what ends up hap-
pening, at least it's better to know
what's going on and (0 have some
control.

“ONCE LYDIA started encourag-
ing me It changed our whole ap-
proach,” she said. “Now we've se-
lected our own treatments and we've
only been able to do this because of

everylhlng we took the time to
tearn.”

Today Tim Wiseman is fecling

fine and Is back at wark, his wife
sald.
Although the ending is not a happy
one for Ann Meloche, a Pontiac at-
torney, she still eredits Lydla with
helping to give her an exira year
with her husband, Joe Ehrmstrom,
before he dled In September.

Ann alse heard about Lydla be-
cause frlends had scen the magazine
artlcle she had wrilten. She contact-
ed her just shortly after her husband
was diagnosed as- having terminal
metanoma, the most dangerous type
of skin cancer,

“I think the cffects of what she's
doing will be far reaching,” Ann
sald. “I bless the day I found her. 1
learned so much about melanoma
that 1 could ask the doctors ques-
tlons. She sent me so many artlcles

Finding medical resources
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“Always have questlons written
down before you sce the doctor 50
you'll remember to ask everything
you need and never be afrald to ask
a question, especially when it's your
life or the life of a loved one you're

dealing with."

ALTHOUGH BMANY physicians
are perfectly content answerlng

* questions and encouraging thelr pa-

tients to get a second opinlon, some
are not, she said.

Hills man elected

Tom Peters of Farmington Hills
was elected a director at a recent
Ronald McDonald House board
meeting. The term of office will be
for Lwo years in support of the actlv-
Ities of the house.

Situated next to Children's Hospi
tal of Michigan, the house provides a
home away from home for up to 20
familics at a time. Each year more
than 1,000 families from throughout

Michigan, acress the country and
around the world find comfort and
security within its walls.

The Ronald McDopald House is
owned and operated by a non-profit
corporation, Children's Oncology
Services of Michigan, and licensed
by the McDonald's Corporation.
More Information about the Ronald
McDonald House may be obtained by
calllng 745-5909.

Black box saves lives

.. Heart disease claims the life of
one American every minute. Harper
Hospital is a major center for lm-
plantation and research of a new de-
vice that heips prevent sudden death
in certaln cardiac patlents.

A little black box, which looks like
a remote contro) device for a garage
door opencr, Is implanted In the

chest of cardlac patlents who suffer
from episodes of a dangerously rapld
heart rthythm.

When the heart goes into such a
potentially tethal rhythm, the little
black box takes over by sending a
small charge to the heart. This
charge helps the heart return to a
normal rhythm.

She sald you may want te consider
changing doctors if yours scems
unwilling to help you find out every-
thing you can about the illness.

“It's also Important to know what
hospltal does what,” Cunningham
said. "If your husband nceds to have

on her own, without my asking, just
because she didn't want Lo see me go
through the same (hing she went
through with her huband.”

Ann and her husband continually
{fought his iliness, traveling frequent-
1y to New York's Sloan Kettering In-
stitute far experlmental treatment.,

“ALL OF the doctors herc kept
telling us to accept it and not fight it
— give Joe quallty of lfe for the
time he had Jeft,” she sald. “Those
words were forelgn to us. If we
hadn't fought it he would have died
at least nine months sooner.

“I was able to say goodbye know-
ing we'd done everything we could,”
she sald, “The aurvivors are left to
deal with the guilt and the wonder-
ing was there something clse I could
have done, and I don't have to go
through that. We weren't able to
save my husband, but we saved the

lives of those of us left behind,”
Ann credits Lydia with being a pi-

JOE CUNNINGHAM, who Is fecl.’
Ing flne and back at work as a tax
with the firm.

oneer In the patient fleld.

“Without her help I would have
been walking blindly,” she sald, “She
really has established a kind of a
network where we all help cach
other, Lydia gave me a lot of hope
which I was then able to turn around
and give to Joe."

Lydla sald she takes the time to
help people because she knows what
it's like to be in their shoes and fecl
the frustration of not belng able to
make that loved one better,

“If you sit and don't do anything
and the person dics, then you'll have
the rest of your life to sit and feel
guilty,” she sald, “This way, even if
Joe would have dicd, I could tell our
children we did everything we could
to save him and I think that's the
way a lot of people fecl. You have to
atleastigive it a try.”

of Plante & Moran, says he would be:
dead I it wasn’t for the persistence
and good judgment of his wile,

“Every step along the way there

“are so many mectings with the doc-
tors,” he sald, "Lydia always did her
homework and she'd always have a
list of questlons she'd get answered.
She was always very polite and:
courteous, but she was always deter.
mined to get those apswgrs,

“There aren't loo many people I
know who could’ve ‘done what she
did,* he said. “It didn't really
surprise me when she began getting
phone calls and giving advice to oth.
ers, I've sat and listenced to her and
in the course of a one hour telephone
conversalion she can glve out more
information than any person could
ever get from one source.”

chalkboard

Chalkboard lists events thot will take place in Farmington Public Schools through the week, The
calendar s compiled by Paul Barber, the school district coordinator, who cun be reached at 471-6441,

some new, highly prt
cedure, you need to find the hospital
and the doctor who've done it the
most times. Relying on your small,
community hospital for a dellcate
brain operation may not be Lhe best
thing to do.”

BECAUSE A family is often so
distressed after belng given
discouraglng medical news, It can be
difficult to follow through and learn
everything you should about the il
ness, she said.

“Often the family doesn't really
even have time to think, But it's not
a sltuation where people can afford
to take chances,” Cunningham said.

“I've scen It happen over and over
again where semeone dles because
they dldn’t know everything they
could have before they went ahead
and followed ene doctor's advice.
You can't be afrald to ask ques-
tions."

Cunningham is avaltable to speak
about her experiences to arca com.
munity organlzatlons and can be
contacted at 855-0294.

date  schoo! event time location “tee
3

Feb. 12 All Winter break begins - - -
Feb, 12 East Flower Sale a.m. Schoo! lee
Fob. 12 F.C.B. Valentine Dinner/Dance 6:30 p.m.  Glen Oaks -§23
Feb. 12 Larkshire Valentine Lunch Noon RAm, 17 lree
Feb. 12 Longacre Valentine Room Parties 2:40p.m.  Classrooms fres -
Feb. 12 OM Reglonal Judge's Tralning 6:30 p.m.  Qakland Schoo! Iree
Feb. 12 Wood Creek QOutdoor education All day Walled Lake Irea
Feb. 13 High Schools  M.S.B.0.A. All day HHS feo
Feb. 16 All Board of Education meeting 7:30p.m.  Adm. Bidg. iree

Tickets sold at discount for circus

Metrogroup Promotions, in coop-
eration with Moslem Temple
Shriners, is offering up to 30 percent
off on 10 selected performances of
the Shrine Circus in Detrolt March
11-27. Metrogroup’s selected per-
formance discount program has
grown into the largest discount tick-
et program in Michlgan,

Let’s Start Lent with a
Sacrificial Breakfast at

% Clarenceville United Methodist Church
20300 Middlebelt Road, Livonia MI 48152

on ASH WEDNESDAY
February 17, at 10 a.m.

(No charge, but reservations necessary)

474-3444

call 354-1991 ror
AN IMMEDIATE APPOINTMENT
With State Certified Therapists

Counseling Services for
« ADULTS « ADOLESCENTS « CHILDREN

CONTEMPORARY COUNSELING CENTER
25847 Walnut Grove In Southfield

-1

WHAT’S THE

‘CHECK THE LOCAL SPORTS
.SCENE IN TODAY'S EDITION

\MESA ARTS

; | AMERICAN SOUTHWEST
+ Paintings

« Kachinas
« Pottery

« Sculpture
« Jawelry
» Folk Art

Qallery Hours:
ues. .y
Sat. 11 a.m.-8 m
or by appointment

32800 Franklin Rd.

.Franklin, Ml (313) 851-8949

1t iz a mail-n-only offer. Only the
top two price-range scats are of-
fered, rows 1-18 only, no end-zone
secats, which makes all seats the best
of the house, Further, there are no
per-ticket charges and no handling
charges.

Mallers can be picked up at all
Wendy's resturants in the tri-county

For up-to-date ticket information,
call Metrogroup Selected Performe..
ance Discount Circus Tickets 24-.
hour hotline, 353-9777,

YES — THERE IS SAFE ELECTROLYSIS!

Serving Madical Personnel and the Public Since 1972
Farminq}on Hills Electrolysis Clinic

t!er.s al aqglpmenl Is sterlized by

LOTTIE D. HALPERIN, R.E.-C.C.E.
Certified Clinical Electrologist

ur pl

and AIDS train-

I p
ing, a separate set of instruments is used for each person, for
permanent removal of faclal and body halr,
For Consultation and Fine Electrolysis
Call 851-9175 for Appointment
32810 W. 13 Mile Rd, » Bldg. B-201+ East of Farmington Rd,

I'm Hara For You

YOU CAN LOSE WEIGHT
Individual Counse‘llrr:‘gh& Senslble Eating

I've Just moved Into your neighborhood
BERNICE GARON, M.A, Diet Consultant
CALL 881-5536

What Do

You DO...

" ..when you havea late meeting and your

sitter can't stay?

...when Grandma can't take the kids?

..when your kids have a

don’t?

Call:

* Quality, hourly dropin *
child care “whete kids can
e fan

32875 Northwestern « 7373437 *
(S. of 14 Mile}* Farmingron Iills -

day off and you

5. @
» Plan your next
Birthday Party
at My Place

3610 W, Maple (3t Lahser) 340.3702
Next to AP » Ditminghsm

M-Th 6 0.ma10 pom., Frl, 8 aim 1 s,m.0 Sat, 9 aum.-1 .., Sun, 128 p.m.

Prepare for your Winter Vacation,

Get the ecstasy
without
the agony

‘%
e I

Lose Inches with Body Toning
ey PRE-VACATION SPECIAL

2 FREE VISITS

with purchase of 10 visits

future

N m‘ el
F RE E INTRODUCTORY
vISIT
* (New Clients Only)
Call for Appolntment

. 626-4442
7315 Orchard Lake Rd. ¢
In Robins Nest Pisza» Behind

West Bloomfield
| Browsa Bookstore

Com ?\5

SHOPPING
CENTER

¥ PellaWindow & Door ¥ Sun Skins
¥ Let's Party

¥ Bare Necessitles
¥ Grand 1 HourCleaners ¥ The Baker's Loaf

¥ Hot Dawgl 8 More...
Grand River Avenue
)l Road v

of

¥ Videoville US.A.
¥ Puzzle Place

k . Cgrm




