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Schools help glve grads working skills

R

ataft photon by RANDY BORST

Complex tasks such as engine rebuilding are tackled in the auto mechanics class at Harrison High, Here, Deone Couch, a
18-year-old junior, begins work on an engline block.

Voc ed called integral part of schoolmg

By Casay Hans
staff writer

Without an opportunity to take
both academic and vocational offer-
: Ings In high school, the future could
“bea rocky road for some students,
according 1o one local expert in the
* vocational'education fleld. -
Students “could very easily leave
themsclves up In the air,” said Earl
director of

for the Farming:

ton dmrlct.
He belleves In an “equal cholce
and access” for students in the sklil-

the program,” he added.

Baumunk and his counterparts
throughout the country are facing an
uphill battle, as pressures mount for
and school dis-

related classes he has
during the past 23 years, Each stu-
dent graduating, whether college-

.. bound or not, should have developed

some sort of skill, be sald.
“We don't want a separate pro-
gram, we don't want to be equal, or

, Just an Integral part of

tricts act to increase academic grad-
uation requirements.

Much of the emphasis on academ-
ics has come from reports such as
“The Natlon at Risk” in 1983, which

IT HAS also left hands-on pro-
grams such as clerical, marketing,
co-op work/study, life management
and mechanical lagging behind as
students  struggle to study what
teachers, counselors and parents
lleve are the “right"” classes to gulde
them into the future,,!

In Farmington, high school scl-
ence requirements were recently in-

criticized the route publlc
was taking In America,
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Inkwell provides primary and
secondary school news and infor-
mation about Farmington-area
students., The column appears
monthly throughout the year as
part of the Observers “School
Page.” Send news items to: The
School Page, Farmington Observ-
er, 33203 Grand River, Farming-
ton 48024, Include a telephone
number where a person can be
reached during the day.

® ALIFESAVER

A Harrison High School graduate
and former football player, Rob
Smigelskl, recently saved the 1ife of
an Alma College assoclate dean who
was choking during a meeting of fra-
ternity preslden

Nauss's “head bobblng up and down"”
from across the meeting room, ac-
cording to an account In the college
newspaper. He hit Nauss on the back
twlce wilhout response, then at-
tempted the Heimllch maneuver, an
emergency rescue skill for choking,
victims, without success,

Smigelski them reached Into
Nauss' throat to remove some pizza
that had lodged there, causing the
associate dean to cough and ultl-
mately reviving him.

Smigelskl gald he had some train-
ing In this sort of emergency re-
sponse ulrvugahl class with the

ire
and through a student management
semlnar.

Ingto

the Farmington Area Arts Commis-
slon, is scheduled for March 24.

Prizes from $50 to $300 will be
nwarded to the winning Farmington
school distriet lludenu who are eli-
gible, Both two and three dimension-
al work will be accepted in the com-
petition,

Appllcations are due by March 21
and are available at schoo? offices,

® TOPS IN MATH

Seven Harrison High School stu-
dents placed In the finals for the
Michigan Math Competition, accord-
ing to information from the Farm-
n Hills school.

Neal Blatt, James Cannon, Ml
chelle Oreil, Dave King, A. Parnes,
Todd Rumpsa and Wes Woodall

nts,
Smigelski, president of the Sigma “placed.
Chi chapter at Alma, saw Herb |

Blatt placed third In the South.
field-based Lawrence Institute of

Technology Math Competition in
1087, winning a savings bond, and
also ranked In the top 100 la the
state for the 1987 Michigan Math

:Competition, In addition, Harrison

placed 20th in the state of all Michi-
gan high schools in the American

. Mll.h campeuuon in 1987,

@ BUSY WINTER

Students from -Evelyn Kaplen's
class at Flementary re-
cently entered the Daughters of the
American mwn‘uunu Junior Ameri-
can Citizens Contest, choosing “We
Help America u thelr theme.

Probably most exciling for the
Farmington Billa kids this month
was a recent “thank you” letter !mm
Piston Islah Thomas,:for their in

& STUDENT SIGNUP
fon for all

teners has been scheduled from
March 7-11 at all Farmington ele-
mentary schools and early childhood
centers, accordlng to information
from Farmington Public Schools.

Any Farmington schoo] district
child" who will be § years old on or
* before Dec. 1, 1988, can ba enrolled
at one of the. {following schools:
Beechview, Eagle, Flanders, Foreat,
Gill, Kenbrook, Larkshire, Longacre,
Willlam Grace, Wood (.‘ree.k and
Wooddale elementaries, or Falrvlew
or Alameda early childhood centers.

Kindergarten oﬂenuuon is ached-
uled for May 13,

* m'r cOMPﬁ'ﬂ'I‘lON
third annual Art Competition
for m.,n School Arum. sponsored

1n a Detroit Edison Safety
Contest. :

© EARLY ADMISSION
Christopher Glinskl, a student at
Detroit Country Day School In Bev.
‘erly Hills and a Farmington Hlills
resident, earned the honor of early
admission to the Wharton School of
Buainess and the Unlw.-ulty of Penn-
lylvnnln.
; E:lrly admission s awarded by
vy League achools to clearly admis.
:lhle students several months before
general admissions notuluum in

. GOHOWBHH’ AWARDED
, Jeff Black, a-senior at North
l‘lrmln:m High School, wi

as re.
by ceﬂtly awarded a $10,000 ldwlll"

Lodn [N

ship by the school of engineering at
the University of Evansville in Indl-
ana. He plans to study electrical en-
glneering and computer sclence,

Black was the Farmington Ob-
server “carrler eI the year" for
1987.

® CUDDLE TIME

Students at Larkshire Elementary
are planning a “bear rally” during
the month of February.

The Farmington Hills kids will
bring In a favorite teddy bear, do

_creative writing, (ind facts on bears,

read bear books, solve word puzzles,
sing bear songs and even have a bear
parade. “We should have a beary
good time," sald one teacher.

@ HOSTS NEEDED '
Host familles are needed for ap-
proximately 55 youth and five adults
from a Japanese exchange program
for one month this summer, They
wl]l be In Michigan 1o July and Aug-

Tbe Japanese you!hs are between
12-18 years old, with the largest per-
centage of students In the 12- to 14-
year-old range, There are roughly
equal numbers of boys and girls.

Host families must have a child of
the same sex and approximately the
same age as the member they are
hosting.

For more detalls, call the Oakland
County 4-H Agent at 858-0889,

[ ] DIPLOMAB EARNED
‘armington-area residents

hlve cvmpleud uirements . for
high school graduation, and have
been awarded diplomas.

Mary ka Stitzel and Roy Par-
Xer each received diplomas through
the Farmington school district.

i
. 18 APPOINTED

Fifteen new employees wero hired
recently by the Farmington school
board.

’rhny are: Cheryl Hoemke,
Lackshire secre Rose Marie
Matley, pnnpmlenlml at Longa-

cre; Nena Portnoy, secretary for
Mllnmzlm and Operations Depart-
ment; and Loretta Zdyrski, parar-

professional for Alameda develop- -

mental kindergarien program. All
were hired In January.
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Ploasa turn to Page 8

By Casey Hans
stalf writer

More than 30 programs arc avalil-
able to Farmington-area high school
sludents to learn the skilis for an In-
creasingly competitive world,

“1 belleve all youngsters who
graduale should have a marketable
skill,” sald Ear] Baumunk, director
of the Farminglon district’s voca-
tional/technical program.

Baumunk puts an equal hasi:

classes, whether or not students plan
to continue thelr education.
Skill-bullding classes are current-
ly clectlve In Farmington, compet.
ing with other electives and academ-
{c graduation requlrements, which
have increased during the past few

years.

Marketing, dlesel and auto me-
chanlcs, flora) design, food service,
parenting and Interior design are
just a few of the courses designed to

on academics and skll-bullding

Please turn to Page 8

Electronics teacher Richard Burgess helps students Colin
Earles (left) and Steve Banchero test transistors In the Farm-
ington High class.
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Save 20.50%

on every area rug & wall to wall carpet

Qur phone has been ringing off the hook. People are asking
when does your famous Winter Sale start. Well the answer is
right now. It's our famous WINTER SALE with markdowns
that will really warm you up. Save 20-50% on everything. '
Hand Woven Orientals, Oriental designs from Karastan &
Couristan etc., beautiful Contemporary rugs including cus-
tom made...Country Braids, Reversible Dhurries, South :
Western rugs, Fur Throws, Pillows, Hand Painted Chinese
wallpanels, and the list goes on. At BEST you will find the
most exciting collection of area rugs anywhere. And that's
only the beginning.
All of our Famous brands of Wall-to-Wall carpeting are on

sale from companies like Karastan, Lees, Cabin Craft,

Maslund, Philadelphia and Galaxy in “‘warming’’ colors &

textures. Our sales staff at BEST look forward to this WINTER '
SALE as much as you do — they know it will be easy selling

with some of the BIGGEST markdowns of the year. So don't

miss out on this great opportunity.

Ercallnce in Sih, Qualy & Coaimansip of Tine Area Rugs & Wallto- Wall Carputing

eej carpeli  ares rugs

543-3300

1030 N. Woodward Ave., just South of 12 Mile in Royal Oak
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