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Educator says it neglects majority -

B8y Tim Richard
slaif wrlter

Dale Parnell Is prodding Oakland
County educators to pay attention to
“(he neglected majority.”

They're the high school students in
the so-called “general curriculum,”
nelther college prep nor vocatlenal,
They suffer from an “unfocused”
program, drop out ol alarming rates
and aren’t prepared for jobs.

“We have to get high school and
college faculty talking to each
other,” said Parnell. He advocates
replacing the “general” curriculum
with a more substantial, more struc-
tured “2-plus-2" program — grades
11-14 in high schoo! and community
college.

Its graduates would be prepared
for the technlcal jobs of the 1990s;
laser, automotive, dlesel, alrcraft,
medical technology. With their
tearning skills, they would be pre-

. pared to learn new jobs.

PARNELL IS5 president of the
American Assoclation of Community
and Junior Colleges (AACJC) in
Washlngton, D.C. He was an electri-
cian before he became a high school
teacher, princlpal, school superin
tendent, Oregon state superintend-
cnt, college professor and president
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Counselors, teachers and admitnis.
trators already are at work on tran-
sitional programs between high
schools and QOakland Community
College.

The goal: a “2-plus-2” program for
grades 11-14 to train the adaptable
workers of the high technology era
(sce story above).

“We have had discusslons on how
to make the transition from area vo-
catlonal high schools and the come
munity college,” said Dr. William
Keane, superintendent of the Oak-
land Intermediate School District.
The Intermediate district oversees
{our such vocational schools.

“The next level is community col-
lege courses in the area tonal

starts
g for

schools,” Keane sald.

KEANE AND Dr. R. Stephen Ni-
cholsan, president of Oakland Com-
munity Coltege, were interviewed
after they and other educators Jis-
tened to a speech by Dale Parnell,
author of “The Neglected Majority”
and promoter of the 2.plus-2 con-

cept.

Parncll sees those leaders as “ca-
talysts” — not the instruments of
change but the substance necessary
to speed up action.

Nlcholson said school districts’ re-
sponsibllity traditionally ended with
the high school, “It was up to the
high school graduate and his family
to select from among 3,000 col
teges.”

“Articulation,” as cducators cail
it, ls the connecting of high school
with college curriculums so that
there s a logical progression — not
a gap that requires a frustrated stu-
dent to take remedial Instructlon,
not anfoverlapping that requires a
bored student to repeat material.

The process, sald Nicholson, has to
begln with educators, “Otherwise,
it's my sending a letter to superin-
tendents, principals and faculty,” he
sald.

“IT WILL BE a multiyear effort,”
said Keane, though Nicholson saw
the prospect of pllot programs in
some districts later this year.

They agreed that Jetiing students
know about the 2-plus-2 plan will re-
qulre a major “marketing effort.”
Nicholson put it in soclological

William Keane
multiyoar etfort
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sell the 15-year-old

terms: “Middle- and upper-class stu-
dents who want to be doctors or law-
yers start to act like them In high
school, They toke the appropriate
math or sclence courses. They build
their high school courses around en-
trance into that professlonal group.

“This (2-plus-2) Is an extension of
that: What to do If you wanttobe a
dicsel mechanic. Now it's more diffl-
cult for students to get that informa-
tlon . . . The pathway is vague, at
least to a 15-year-old.”

NEITHER BIG dollars nor vast
new construction will be necessary,
they agreed,

“The peaple are In place to do this
now,” sald Nicholson. “It doesn't
take a lot of new classes. The
changes are of technology and focus,

“The focus Is on what the student
needs, not on how to fill up high
schools and colleges.”

1f schools fail to prepare “the ne-
glected majority,” Nicholson said,
the result will be increasing dropout
rates and a cadro of adults unable to
7upport familles above the poverty
evel. .

“I'm excited,” sald Keane,

“I wish T were 40 again,” said Ni-
cholson, “God, I wish I were 40
agaln!"

HOW CAN 2-plus-2 be implement-
ed when the system [s split between
a countywide community college
and dozens of individual K-12 school
districts? .

Parncll's book gleaned four meth-
ods from a survey conducted by the
American Assoclation of Community
and Junior Colleges:

® “Joint cnrollment — a stimu-
lating challenge for students who
want more than the standard high
school can offer.” But some high
school faculty are suspleious of this
as a college recruiting scheme.

® "Sharing of faculty and/or fa.
cilities.” Nicholson noted some fac-
ulty shariog alrcady is golng on.
Keane sald facllity sharing is the
next step.

® “Advanced placement” — al-
lowlng gilted students to earn col-
lega credit while In high school.

® "Program coordlnation — the
most important type of cooperation
_l but also the most difficult to sus-
taln.”

cators, it says technical skills are more neces-
aary than ever.

colleges.
Parnell wos in Pontlac last week
to address a collection of high school
educators, Oakland Intermediate
School District officlals and Oakland

Oale Parnell
cross those lines

Communlty College leaders.

He has no quarrel with the bache-
lor of arts degree from a four-year
college — “it has served America
well.” But only 25 percent of future
jobs will require it, he sald,

His concern: “the group of stu-
dents between the 25-and 75-yard
Hines of the academic stadlum.” His
boak calls them “The Negleeted Ma-
Jorlty.”

That neglected group Is growing.”
In 1969, only 12 percent of American
students were in the general track! ©
By 1981, some 43 percent were 0
generat, which Pamell brands “the
academnic and vocationa) desert of ™
Amerlean educatlon.” .

A SKILL-ORIENTED vocational "~
curriculum Isn’t the answer, Parnell
said, because it doesn't train one for -
“life-long learning” In a changing
market.

“They need a quality education.
They necd a better education. But
they do not necessarlly need more
British literature. They need more
literature,” he said.

In place of the theoretical physics 2+
that college-bound students lake in “.
12th grade, Parneil would substitute -~
applied physics. Math, science, com-
munications skitls — all would be .
taught in an applicd seiting.

The chlef hurdle is that high
schools are in charge of grades 11-12
and community colleges of grades . °
13-14. .

“There Is very little discusslon of
continulty in learning. We're a cot- .*
tage industry. We don't communi-
cate across Jurlsdictional lines,” *-
Parnell sald. .

‘That communicating must be done *
by educators. “Continuity in the cur-
riculum is an educator’s job. We
can't pawn it off on the home. It's *
our problem, not a socletal prob- -
lem.” .
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