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Factors

abound

n finding cause

for child abuse

-By Joanno Mallszowski
. statf writer

It's difficult to peint to any one

=cause for child abuse and neglect.
<But the symptoms are plentiful.
+  “It's a whole variety of factors,”
* said officer Sandie Rochford of the
+ Farmingten Hills Police Depart-
« ment's juvenile section.
Marital problems,

“Belore, it was elther Ignored or
not talked about. It was embarrass.
ing to the family. But pcople arc
more aware now that it must be
talked about,”” Farmington Publlc
Sclr:iccs Director Frank Lauhoff
sald.

If through Investigation It’s deter-
mined a child (s abused or neglected,
the famlly can be helped and further

stress (particularly In two-lncome
familles), financlal difflculties and
lack of parental educatlon can
prompt the frustration and anger
that often lead to abuse and neglect,
Rochford said.
“A lot of times, the female is the

» perpetrator . . . often single par-
4 ents,” she sald.

Statlstically, most victims of child
i abuse and neglect are 5 years old or
< younger. “They cry a lot. They can’t
: communleate and they do things that
{ are frustrating,” Rochford said,

Adults that work with children are
{ required by law to report suspected
: child abuse and neglect. They in-
; clude teachers, physiclans, dentists,
i palice, social workers, medlcal ex-
. aminers and child-care providers.
i “Citlzens have a moral responsibility
: to report abuse,” she said.
*  STILL, MANY are confused about
¢ what they are, witnessing or what
- they suspect is bappening to a child.
: Al Enced [s a phone call.”

use p sald,
The most obvious signs of abuse
are injurics, particularly repeat inju-
ries, Often to caver the injuries,
inappropriate clothing will be worn,
such as long sleeves and pants dur-
ing hot weather.

“Another sign is the child who
wants to assume the blame for what
appears to be an abuslve-type inju.
ty,” Rochford sald.

OTHER TELLTALE signs that a
clhlulid is belng abused or neglected in-
clude:

# Extreme behavior, either over-
Iy passive or aggressive. This also
Includes a drastic change in behaviar
such as thumb sucking or bed-wett-
ing that wasn't part of the child's
previous behavior,

@ An unusuat amount of fear in
the child toward a parent.

@ A short attention span or learn-
ing problem In school that can't be
diagnosed.

@ Unsoclabllity of the child or the

Farmington Public Schools

miltage renawal election, Tuesday, Feb. 9, 1988

are unofficial.

Precincts: Yes No
1. Farmingtan Tralning Center 172 80
2, 0.E. Dunckel Middle School 191 86
3. Warner Middle Schoot 109 50
4. East Middle School 124 79
5, Absentes Votes a9 33
Totala 635 318

Registered votars, 49,468; actual numbar of voters, 968;
turnout percentage, 1.95, Fifteen ballots spolied. Vote counts

LOVE IS IN FULL BLOOM AT
IPEARCE FLORAL DESIGN

Let us create a design to make
this Valentine’s Day the most
memorable for your special
someone...'‘Custom Designs”
from '29.95

Farmington Hills officer Sandie

Calls
fight
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Contlnued from Pago 1

Both Rochford and Meg Mitzel,
Oakland County's Chlld Abuse and
Neglect Council exccutive directer,
cautlon that statistics only reflect
reported cases,

“Some experts agree lhese are
just a fraction of what exists”
Mitzel said.

‘The problem s that those who are
abusing certainly aren’t calling po-
Tice and, in {ar too many cascs, those
who witness or suspect abuse aren't
calling elther, Rochford said.

“Its really an under-reported
crime,” she said. “Generaily because
it's committed by family members,
it's 50 hard to get it reported.”

UNDER STATE Chlld Protection

plaints,

famlly.

Often, parents’ expectations of
their chlldren will provide a founda.
tion for trouble. Parents often have
ideas of what and how they want
thelr children to be. “Kids don't al-
ways fit into that pattern,” Rochford

échool

Increasingly, the fast-paced life-
style of two warking parents or sin-
gle parents involved in thefr own
worlds prompls trouble. Parents
who work all day return home to the
frustration of ralsing children with
their own unlque problems, Roch-
ford sald.

j Jated com-

Many parents who don't Intend to
hurt thelr child are carrled away
with their own anger and frustra- -
tion. “Be wary when you spank your
child in anger. You may get out of
control,” sald Meg Mitzel, Oakland
County's Child Abuse and Neglect
Council executlve director,

s’ voters back

tax renewal proposal
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facllity usage plan (s slated for the
regular school board meeting March
1.

Predictably, the largest numbers
of votes came from Precincts 1 and
2 at Farmington Tralning Center
and O.E. Dunckel Middle School,
which cover most of the area be-
tween Orchard Lake and Haggerty
roads, and 14 Mite and Eight Mile,
Votes totaled 232 and 287 respece
tively. The smaller Precinct 4 at
East Middle School had 203 votes
and absentee votes totaled 72,

The closest contest came with ab-

Tuesday's resuits
follow the trend in
Farmington school
millage elections over
the years; voters have
never defeated a
miliage renewal effort.

sentee voters, who cast 39 ballots in
favor and 33 agalnst the millage re-
newal.

Despite Tuesday's low turnout, the
number of voters was up slightly

ADD LIFE
T0 YOUR YEARS
and YEARS TO YOUR LIFE

from last year, when a 4-mill opera-
ting rencwal was approved by little
more than I percent of the 57,979
registered voters.

The number of regl d voters

Laws, ymity for those who call
wlth information on abuse or neglect
Is ensured.

“Hopefully, by educating the pub-
le, we'll get more people reporting
thelr observatlons,” Rochford said. -
“I{ people ever have questions,
doubts or suspiclons, they can just
call up here. Sometimes, people
don't know what they're seeing.”

Abuse and neglect aren't just the
serlous and often well-publicized
cases of injury, malming and some-
times death. Abuse and neglect in-
clude leaving a child unattended in a
car and dressing him or her improp-
erly for the weather.

FOR THOSE who might believe
that child abuse and neglect can't
happen in an upwardly mobile com-
munity such as Farmington Hllls,
they're kidding themselves.

“Abuse knows no bounds of eco-
nomles or education,” Rochford sald, -
“Yes, Ihe upper end has a betler
ability to conceal the problem. Alot |,
of times, they can seek out thelr own

in this election was down significant-
1y, about 10,000 since the Jast school
clection. The Farmington Hills
clerk's office reviewed their records
and recently placed these voters In
an “inactive” file because they have
not been actlve for the past four

years. -
According to Howard Altman of
the Oakland County Elections Divi-
slon, this review and “purglng” of
election records is required by law
each December, These Inactive vot.
ers are kept on flle for another six
years when their names will be re.
Eoved if not reactivated before thal
me.

for thelr own p: !
Prosecution does occur but isn't

always the ultimate goal of police in

abuse and neglect cases. Rochford
secures help for the family from the
Protective Services Division of the |
state Department of Soclal Services, 4

The divislon offers counseling and
referrals to other communlty agen- !
1

es.

Reports of suspected abuse or ne-
glect and requests for Information
can be made by calling either Roch
ford at 473.9667 or the Protective
Services Dlvision in Walled Lake at
624-8800.

Protective services also offers a
24-hour hot line, 858-1590.

ACT=-SAT Testing

Tblnklﬂg" about taking the ACT or SAT test?
Individuniized instruction is now available so you
can improve your score.

Call 398-0116 after 4.p.m.

Also tutoring In all subjects (yousr home)
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VALENTINE’S DAY SPECIALS!
Rasee 51452

HELIUM FILLED MILAR BALLOONS!

Carnations $7°

Mylar Balioons and Gift ltems.

Everyol
Simply Phone and Use
M Delivery

Plus A Large Selsction Of Assorted Cut Flowers,
Potted Plants, Dish Gardens, Terrarlums, Cards,

Compare Our Huge éolocl!uns, Quality and Prices

OPEN VALENTINE'S DAY — SUN. 8-5
at Randazzo's Frult Market
ne Has a Charge
Your Visa or MasterCard
Fee Additiona

SPECIALIZING IN
FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS .

Florist & Gifts by | Randazzo Fruit Market.
nly You and Discount Florist: |
33920 Plymouth Rd. 24280 Middiebelt
Livonlae 525-9430 Farmington Hilis» 478-7768
1 btk. West of Farmington Rd. Entrance off 10 Mile
Open Sunday 10-3 or Middisbeit

Men, if you're about to turn 18, it's i
time to register with Selective Service @
at any U.S. Post Office.
it's quick. 1t's easy.
And it's the law.

N

348-3348
25974 Novl Rd.
(at Grand River)

6330121
20201 Grand River
(noar Baech Daly) ¢

ave been Our receptionists ANy yeers,

greet you with & smiie, & cup of fresh cotes and
A friendly Testing of weicome when you let Averll
propare your Income tax retum, *

INCOME TAX SERVICE -

Speech Pathology

Quakertown Medica! Arts Buliding - : .
32905 Twalve Mlle Road, Sulte 110 -*..
Farmington Hills, M1 48018
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422-1155

39533 FIVE MILE AT FARMINGTON RD, o,

DALY 80 BAT. -7 SUK. 109

937-1611 ~==




