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Schools help graduates
enter working picture
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give students a necessary career
cdge as they grow (o be adults,

MANY COURSES are taught at
Farmington, Harrison and North
Farmington, while others are of-
fered to students throughout the

tionat sales manager for an clectren-
les company.

“It's an opening step, a step In the
door,”" said Burgess, wha has taught
clectronics since 1969. “The hardest
thing to do is to keep up with the
technology."

Although all grade levels of stu.
dents are rep: d. the electron-

county at SWOQVEC —
Oakland Vocational Education Cen-
ter in Walled Lake.

At Farmington High School, Rich-
ard Burgess teaches two beginnlng
electronics courses and has nine stu-
dents in an advanced, two-hour elec-
tronics class for the serious, carece-
minded student, The words “Keys to
the Future” are displayed on a class-
room board, showing students the fu-
ture dircction of our automated,
clectronie society.

Burgess' graduaies have grown
into positions as engineers, service
shap owners. One Is currently a na-

ies classes are currently comprised
of all boys. e encourages high
schoo) girls to get involved in the
courses, which are really “applled
math,” he said.

‘THOSE THAT like thelr vocation-
al/technleat subject matter usually
do well, according to Harrison High
teacher Pau) Bennett.

"It helps if you like what you're
doing, and these guys love It so
they'll do better,” said Beanett, in
his 161h year teaching auto shop, one
of the program's most popular

courses. Scctlons are offered at all
three high schools.

Aboul 15 junlor and senfor stu-
dents in the advanced class at Harrl-
son were rebuilding engines, repair-
Ing steering systems and working on
a dlfferential one morning last week,

Most of these advanced students
will make auto mechanics a career,
Same take further schoollng; others
move dlrectly into the workplace.

After completing Bennett's ad-
vanced course, students “know a lot
more than turning a wrench,” They
have learned a bit of chemlstry,
some electronles and physles.

“We're always talking about ca-
reer opportunitles,” he added, “as
mechanles, service wrliters, In auto

arts.

“This class can open up a lot of
opportunities. I want to make them
aware of all the career possibllities
they can choose.”

Vocational education called
integral part of high school

Continued from Page 3

A ding to most stu-

creased and the disirict is reviewing
soclal studies requirements, where
recommendalions for Increases are
also expected.

dents do not have the opportunity to
enroll In a or

quired courses,
“Other people have to get on the

course untll later school years be-
cause carly years are filled with re-

‘robotic arm in the clectronics class,

if they want a balanced
program,” Baumunk sald of trends
in vocationa! cducation nationwide,
“Right now, it’s headed toward an
unbalanced one.”

Proponents of the vocational/
technical optlons are calllng on high
school caunselors to help advise stu-
dents in these arcas, Baumunk is en.
couraging Farmlngton counselors to
develop an individual, four-year plan
for cach student that includes broad-
ening the base of skills with a bal-
ance of academics and vocational
classes,

“It doesn't mean it's etched In -

stone,” he sald, "but it gives a guide-
line.”

IN FARMINGTON vocational/
technical courses, about balf a stu-
dent's time Is spent with books and
lectures, and the other half with
hand
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sald. o
About 50 percent of the 1887 high

school graduates had a “saleable
skill** and about 75 percent of these
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Harrison High junlor Richard Croft disassombles the rear axle of a car during the advanced

auto mechanics class.

£0 on to college. Some use their skill
for full-time work, while others sim-
ply apply it to their lives in other
ways, Baumunk added,

A good example is use of the key-
board, which anyonc In almost any
job teday needs to master because of
the influx of computers.

But student participation in Farm-
Ington programs is decllnlng averall,
he sald, Several years ago, 57 per-
cent of the student population gradu.
ated with a “saleable” sklll,

Baumunk said the enrollments
have dropped by 70 students since
last year, which he attributes to the
additional high school sclence re-
qulrements,

Although Baumunk and others ap-
proach vocational/technical educa-
tlon today as part of a well-rounded

program for all students, the tradl-
tiona) approach directed students
who were not planning to attend col-
lege into these programs.

The importance of such programs
for non-college-bound students was
stressed recently in a report titled
“The Forgotten Half: Non-College
Youth in America.”

Drafted by the 18-member Wil-
llam T. Grant Foundatlon's Commis-
sion on Work, Family and Citizen.
ship, the report sald these students,
who number approximately 20 mil-
llon natlenwide, “are n danger of
belng left at the starting gate.”

“Where high school graduates
could once seek steady, good-paying
jobs In manufacturing, agriculture
and transportation, they find Lhese
positions .are disappearing by the

milliions.”

Without belter programs to help
these youths succeed, it sald, “thls
natlon may face a future divided not
along lines of race or geography but
of educational altalnment.”

The report recommended that
non-college youth be glven more
help moving into carcers and ene
couraged schools to “forge links with
business and government to give
youth a careful look at the work
world.”

A recent partnership between the
Farmingten Publlc Schools and the
Farmington/Farmington Hills
Chamber of Commerce was formed
to encourage such change.

The Associated Press contribut-
ed to this story.
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BRING YOUR PLANS & QUESTIONS
CONSULT WITH THE EXPERTS

February 19, 20 & 21

Our biggest show yet! Thausands of products and services on display.
See and hear Glen Hauga live - WXYT's “Ask The Handyman"
[ - broadcasting from the gazebo Saturday, February 20th, 9-12.
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28575 Grand River (noar 8 Mile) 474.6610 or 535-8440
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“Qur Pride Is In

& Gotorn Comsnbiation

® Electrolysts
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Attention: New
Home Owners

Save On Indoor
and Outdoor Lighting

Get 40% OFF
Manufacturers list
prices every day at

REID Lighting of
Novi

The Camplate Lighting
Showroom

* Track & Recessed

» Floor & Table Lamps

« Bath Lighting & Cabinets

-.e Exterlor Lights & Door Chimes
« Parlour Fans & Much More! .

Ask about **‘Whole House Discounts'’
Free Delivery

348-4055
43443 Grand-River » .N°"]

RArsild,

Y
Lighting
The store with
bright ideas

Lon, Tues & Wed 34
Thurs & Fri’ll$, Sal 95

I R

BRING YOUR

SWEETHEART
INFORA

Vatentine’s Day Offer Good
2-11thru 2-20
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