Why regional hospital

prices are higher

Hospltal prices in southeastern
Michlgan are higher than in other
parts of (he state, a new study
shows.

But they arc not out of line with
the prices of other goods and ser.
vices in the arca, according to a
study just relcased by the Southeast
Michligan Hospltal Council and Pub-
lie Sector Consultants Inc,

The study found that hospltal pric.
cs in Michlgan are determined the
same way as the prices of ather
goods and services in geographicat
areas. Hospltals say they have little
or no control over the prices they
charged.

“WE KNEW that hospltal prices
were dlfferent between the eight re-
glons, and we wanted (o sce if other
goods and scrvices experlenced the
same type of price variations,” says
Donald P. Potter, president of the
council, which is headquartered in
Southfield.

“The study proved the theory to be
true. It demonstrated that reglonal
economic faclors affect hospltal
prices and the prices of other goods
and services In much the same way.”

“When looking at the prices of
other goods and services in metro-
politan Detroit and surrounding
counttes, the study found that 14 of
16 ltems were higher than the state
average,” says Potter. “And nolably,
nine of the indicators were priced a
higher percentage above the state
average than were hospital prices.”

THE STUDY, “The Effects of Re-
glonal Economies on the Prices of
Goods and Services in Michlgan,” is
an attempt to examine geographlcal
variations in prices of hospltal ser-
vices In relatlon to the variations in
prices of other goods and scrvlces
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Prices of goods and services In southeastarn Michigan are 22
percent higher than the state average, while hospltal prices
are 18 percent higher, according to a cludy released by the

Southeast Michigan Hospltal Councll.

The relative cost of living in each
of the eight reglons was estimated
based on the prices of 16 goods and
services collectively representing 60
percent of the expenditures for the

to cight geographical regions: southr
cast, south central, southwest, west
ccnunl, grealer Flint, cast central,
north central and Upper Penlnsula,

" Other findings Include:

© Varlations between southeast-
ern Michlgan hospital prices and the

Health series runs in March

The Oakland County Health Divie
sion wlll hold a serles of four weekly
classes for individuals who are con.
cerned with helpiog their parents,
aglng relatives and/or friends mala.
tain independent living.

Information will be offered on
physical and psychological aspects
of aging, safe usc of drugs, commu-

. uication difficultles, availabliity of

communily resources and alterna-
tives In care and housing.

‘The classes offer an opportunity to
share experiences, ask questions and
explore alternatives when advancing
age creates speclal concerns and
problems for families.

The series will be beld 7.9 p m. on
four Tuesdays
Health Dlvlslon. 21125 Greenlleld
Southileld,

‘There is'no charge, but pre-regls-
tration is required. Call the health
olfice at 4247090 to register.
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