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By Dan O'Maara
staff writer

To say Farmington Hills Harri-
son was ready for Its showdown
with Western Dlvision basketball
leader Plymouth Canton would be
an enormous understatement.

Rarely is there as great a point
swing In games Invelving the same
teams as occurred Saturday night
when the Hawks battercd Canton
cn roule to a 69-53 victory.

That was it contrast to the 17«
point, 81-64 victory the Chlefs
chalked up when the teams met
last month at Canton.

“To tell you the truth, neither
game is really a true indicatlon,”

sajd. “If we played elght times, I

games wlithin three polnts.”

BUT THERE was little doubt the
Hawks were on the money Satur-
day. From the start, they were In
control and held an amazing 31-7
tcad at one point In the flrst half,

“They just beat us, from piitar to
post,” Canton coach Tom Niemi

game and took us out of what we
do well.”

Harrison's victory creates a tie
for first place in the divislon, both
with 6-2 records. The Hawks Im-
proved to 11-4, while the Chlefs
slipped 10 12-3,

“Every game is a must win in
the next week — Just as it is for

Niemi sald,

Harrison came up with its most
impressive win of the scason in the
remateh, but Teachman sald the
earlier loss to Canton wasn't the
source of its motlvation.

“Having a young team, I didn't
play up that Canton game,” he sald,
afraid that strategy might back-
fire, "I emphaslzed the following
four games, and golng Into this one
I felt we were playing as good bas-
ketball as anyone in the league.

“After the first Canton game, we
said the next four were real im-
portant. Quoting Bobby Knlght, we
wanted to be in position to be In
position."

THE HAWKS were led by Chad
Burgess and Jason Lichtman, both
of whom scored 17 polnts, and Bry-
an Wauldron, whose 14 polnts in-
cluded a first-quarter dunk that
fueled Harrison's momentum.

Matt Littleton, who made three
of his four triples In the second hall
to raily the Chlefs, scored 16 points
to pace Canton, and Brian Paupore
added 12,

The big differcnce between the
two games, however, was rebound-
ing. In the first meeting, Canton
had 17 offensive rebounds to Harri-
son's flve defensive. The Hawks ou-
trebounded Canton 29-10 on thelr
defensive boards Saturday.

Burgess got alt nine of hls re-
bounds off the defenslve glass,
Wauldron seven of his eight.

Harrison coach Mike Teachman |y

think there would be one game like
that for them, cne for us, and six .

sald. “They played an outstanding ~

Hawks gain share of first

anybody else that’s in the race,” --

Jason L

is the ball for

while Canton's Brad Carey gives chase. Licht-

man's shooting sparked the Hawks to a 69-53

“You know what that means?
They're not golng to get any more
easy shots,” Teachman sald, recall-
ing the Hawks were hurt by Can-
ton's multiple chances in the first
game.

HARRISON JUMPED on the
Chiefs right away as Burgess and
Lichtman, who connected for three
{lrst-half triples, made their team’s
first two fleld goals from three-
polnt distance.

Wauldren’s slam made it 12-3,
and the Hawks ran off six straight
points to lead 18-5 alter one quar-
ter,

“We came out with some kind of
intensity,” Teachman sald. “We re-
ally, really have improved, and
that's what we've bullt the whote
acason on.”

While Harrison shot 6-0f-13 in
the opening period and 12-of-27 for
the half, the Chiefs were 2-of-15
and 9-0f-28, respectively.

Canton's cold shooting, combined
with the Hawks' strong rebounding,
gave Harrison plenty of transition
opportunities. Harrison's nggres-
sive defense successfully harassed
the Chiefs and took away thelr fast-
break game, also.

GOING WITH a three-guard of-
fense in the second half, Canton did
a good job at playing catch-up, but
the Hawks, led by Burgess and
Wauldron, kept pace to hold & 52-39
quarter lead.

The Chiefs whittled the margin

* to clght, 53-45, with 4% minutes to

play when Littleton sank a running

victory that gave them a share of the
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Other fighters
avoid
punch

want to
boxer’s

By Steve Kowalski
staff writer

Kermit Fltzpatrick, a super
heavyweight at the Llvonla Boxing
Club, has trouble finding anyone cra-
2y enough to spar against him.

And those that do challenge the 6~
foot-1, 235-pounder from Highland
Park don’t always come back.

Greg
Fitzpatrick for a possible berth on
the 1988 U.S. Olympic team, remem-
bers the last guy he brought in to the
Livonia Ciub to challenge Fitzpa-
trick,

The challenger, who hatled from
the well-renowned Kronk gym in De-
troit, stood 6-7 — untll he met
Fitzpatrick's right hand.

“He was at least 6-7, and when
Kermit hit bim, his whole body fold-
ed over the top rope,”* Owens sald.
“After the fight, he said, ‘I'd come
back.’ [ haven't seen him since.

“Ive got to start bringing pro
fighters in to spar against Kermit.”

JUDGING BY his performance
last month, it's no wonder it takes a
professional to stay in the ring with
Fitzpatrick.

tzpa

He won the Michigan Amateur
Boxing Federatlon Tournament In
January, defeating Jonathon Hittles
— the natlon's bllnl:-nnked super

layup after four blg points from
Dave Foxworthy, Canton’s come-
back had put it in position to make
a run and, surprisingly after the
lopsided first half, possibly salvage

awin

“But It didn't happen,” Nieml
said, “The ball didn't drop; we had
3-4 guys hitting the boards and
dldn’t come away with It."

Lichtman responded with &
layup, converted a three-point play
and came back with a fast-break
basket to boost Harrison's lead to

50-45.

“We needed somcbody because,
at that polnt, we were playlng not
to lose,”* Teachman said. “‘But this
group has come a Jong ways. And
{Canton) put a lot of pressure on us
and we handled it.” =

Rocks fall short against Rockets

Plymouth Salem never had the lend Saturday night
agalust Westland John Glenn, but victory was never far

out of sight either,

The Rocks trailed by five or six points all game, but
couldn’t muster enough momentum to overtake the
Rockets, who took home a 85-60 Lakes Divislon basket-

ball victory.

The game, which saw Salem drop to 4-4 in the divl-
slon and 6-9 overall, had been postponed from Friday

due to last week's snowstorm, Glenn Is 8-2 and 105,

The Rocks got within three points In the {inal minute
but were forced to foul. Glenn made the free throws to
regaln a five-point lead and then went to a delay game.

“The kids played hard, but it was just o matter, at

the end of the game, of who could get a few breaks,”

Salem coach Bob Brodie sald. “It could have gone el
ther way had they not made their free throws."
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Jil) Watson has high hopes for an Olymplc medal. Watson and

parinor Petor Oppegard practiced with coach Rits Lowery at

e Barmingham Ice Arena.
,

i

By Marty Budner
slaft wrller

rywelght — by decl-
sion, The win qualified Fitzpatrick
for the Regilonals, held March 4th
and 5th in Detroit,

If he wins the five-state regional
competition, he will advance to the
ABF Natlonals held April 3rd In Col-
orado_Springs, Colo. To make the
Olymples, Fitzpatrick would have to
win the ABF Natlonals and then win
a five-man box-off next summer.

1In short, it is still a Jong road to
the Olymplics, but then again thisisa
man who is used to traveling long
and windlng roads. In June, Fitzpa-
trick, 27, graduated from the Police
Academy {n Lansing and became a
:’uﬁe trooper for the Michigan State

olice.

HE PATROLS the roadways near
New Baltimore on the midnight
shift, The rest of his time is spent
either training for the Clympics or
sleeping.

Fitzpatrick, 204 1lfettme, has
been boxing competitively since
1984, He ook a five-month sabbatl-
cal from the sport earller this year
while training at the academy, and
the lay-off has meant even longer
hours lately in the gym.

“Sometimes I feel sorry for
mysell,” sald Fltzpatrick, jokingly.
“Tt's a hectlc schedule, but my wife
(Gertrude) !a supportive, At 27, I'm
getting real old for a boxer, I've got
to get out and do it. Right now ell I

QOwens, who is helplng traln .

Kermit Fitzpatrick

want s the Olympics, It's all I think
about, It's been my dream to make
the Olymples.”

Beating Hittles was the first step
toward that dream.

"It's been a long lay-off," Fltzpa-
trick sald. “I wasn't sure how I'd do.
1t was a good fight, I mean this guy
has fought them all, including Mike
Tyson. Of course, he loat to Tyson.”

Before eatering the academy,
trick was a member of the

1988 US, Amateur Boxing Team
that toured Yugoslavia. Among his
honors are the Motor City Champi-
onship in both 1985 and 1987. He also
won the Ohlo State Fair in 1986 and
¢ was pational runner-up for the
Golden Gloves title in 1986,

A 1979 GRADUATE of Highland
Park High School, Fitzpatrick
played football and earned a teach-
ing degree while at Western Michl-

University. From September
1984 until last February, when he en-
tered the academy, Fitzpatrick
trained at the Adam Butzel Gym on
Detroit’s West Side,

He started tralning at the Livonla
Club In June after graduating from
the academy and, according to
Owens, Is one of the club's most dedl-
cated boxers.

“Kermit works hard. He has to
work bard, because he has set very
lofty goals, he has a full-time carcer
and a wife,” Owens sald. “He seldom
misses a workout.”

Fitzpatrick doesn't have the great-
est talents for a super heavyweight,
50 he has to outwit his opponents to
be successful.

*For his welght, Kermit is not tall,
and he doesn’t have real long arms,
30 he has to stay inside and keep
pressure. on the opponent,” Owens
sald, “The key to winning for Kermlt
is making the other fighter fight his
fight. If he stays outside, he would
probably lose”

High hopes for her first Olympics

ITA LOWERY'S life revolves around fig-

ure skating.

She's a former professional lce skater

who's now coaching. She married a for-

mer Canadian champlon. And Lowery, who lives

in Bloomfield Hills, bas a daughter who's a pro-
{esslonal skater,

But, for alt of her worldly experience ovolving
more than 25 years of coaching, Lowery has never
felt the personal passion of Olymple competition.

That ls, until this year.

When young proteges Peter Oppegard and JIi1
Watson step onto the ce Tu o it will be
L::wery'l first up-closo experience with the Olym-

ca.

Lowery has coached Oppegard, 28, and Watson,
24, the past four years, Thelr dally practices at

the Birmingham Ice Arcna bave been strenuous’

and diligent.

All that preparation promises to climax around
3 p.u, Tuesday when the finals of the Palra Fig.
ure Skating competition will be held at the Cal-
gary Saddledome In Calgary, Alberta — site of
the 1988 Winter Olymples,

1¢'s certalnly a moment Lowery and her siu-
dents have been anticipating.

Oppegard and Waison are ihree-time national
chnm})lm who are picked to flnish among the
medal winners In Calgary, Sports Nliustrated pre-
dicted a third-place finish for them behind two
Russlan couples.

LOWERY TRULY belleves they have a legiti-
mato shot at the gold. But she's also a. realist.
Subjectlva judging, ono mlstimed jump and

y : 3

figure skating

unyielding pressure all are integral paria of
Olympie skating competition.

“We're walting for (the Olympics), and yes
there's pressure,” Lowery sald before she leit for
Canada on Thursday morning. “But I think there’s
L“e‘m pressure just waiting for the Olymples to

gin.

“Once
better, After your first practice you become more
relaxed. And to come back with 2 Gold Medal

would be phenome

enal. - .

“The U.S, hasn't had anyone with a (gold) meda)
In (figure skating) for a long time,"” she sald. “We
Eumha'nm onuu;geu mle::dlmmldl in

0 last four years when we 3
ST S P

ery 88 16 key af 's
y'mh wilh thelr short

minute skate, which
poore) and long program

an ap|
minute skate, which counts 76 percent of total

score). . .
While the short program counts less I overall
scoring, It is crucial because It sets up placings
for the final long I,pm]ram {the short program In
Calgary was held Sunday evening). )

“IF THEIR (Watson/! lacing fs well
after the mn.(wmn WMF sald, "Then
e draw s batter afiar that, - -

you get there things settle down a little

“] fcel, naturally, they can win the gold. But
everybody has the same chance — especially
among the top five or alx {pairs). They're all very

good.
“i'll'l just who will skate well that day,” she

‘Watson, a petite blonde from Bloomington, Ind.,
and  Opj , @ lean; handsome skater from
e, Tenn., are relative newcomers (o
0lym£l‘e competition. Watson skated and finished
mh the 1934 Olymples in Sarajevo, Yugosla-
via. .

While this Is thelr first Olymplcs as a team,
they are not new to world-class competition. They
know what pressure la all about:

N 1s what yon make it, really,” Watson
said, “1 think for us It lavolves personal pressure
because you just want to go out and give your best
performance.” . .

Musle for their long perf will bo pri-

from Puccin!’s “Madame Butterfly.” The
most exciting elements of their routine center
around at feast toro points where he flings her
into (he alr, plus, a SWoop move

out of adeath .

“Tt seemed 80 far away. It scems Like time just
files,” Watson sald. “It’s kind of llke you're In a
dream or something, you can't really believe it's
hmy::mﬂhoml#nlhln]mwhjmtwkup

perspective.
wuy 1s boping their “perspective” ends o
&0
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