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. Administrators there call it
Qakland County’s best-kept secrel
— the South Oakland Vocational
Education Center in Walled Lake.

ZBut the secret’s not a secret
anymore. Last year, SWOVEC
was selected as one of 12 exem-
plary carcer opportunity pro-
gram centers in the nation.

“Like most secondary schools,
however, the school is in a period
of declining enrollment. Today,
922 students attend classes there
as opposed to 1,090 in 1981,

_“We're just like Hardees and
McDonald's,” said Jane Clover,
public relations person and coun-
sglor. “We're fighting for stu-
dents.”

~The vocational center also is
flghting the stigma of a schoal for

Vocational school sheds
its best-kept secret title

thase who can’t compete in regu-
1ar high schools, Clover sald. “We
serve students who want job
skills, the silent majority who
don't go to counselors except if
they're in trouble, The blue colfar
think of themselves as sklll-ori-
ented.”

CLOVER VISITS high schools
to explain what the school can of-
fer ta even the college-bound stu-

St

dent. The stigma, she sald, *is so-
cio-ecanomic. West Bloomficld
and Farmington Hills Klds are
screening aut the Infortnation."
Those in the vocational educa-
tion classes who are college-
bound are operating at a distinct
advantage, Clover belicves, com-
bining the best of both worlds.
They are already “career-specif-
ie.” she said.
. “They're open to options.
They're neat to work with. Too
many kids are putting off deci-
slon-making far too long. These
kids have more of a life plan.
They're already lnvolved.”
- In trylng to convince more col-
fege-bound studenis te explore
SWOVEC classes, Clover tells
them, “You can have several ca-
reers in a lifetime and avoca-
tlons. Just because you take weld-
ing doesn’t mean you're going to
be a welder for the rest of your
life”

. Clover said kids have to be
reached In earlier years before
their minds and those of their
parents are set. “We're trying to
hit broader programs, open their
minds to it at a younger age, And

dent, puts the 4i.
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night schoo! stu-

Clarenceville High aduit
onsa salad,

illustration, floral design, food
service, greenhouse management
and landseaplng, machine trades,
modern  printing, visual mer-
chandislng and weldlng.

Evening vocational classes for
adults desiring to complete high
school requirements are avail-
able through Individual district
community educatlon offlces. A
summer school s also offered in
selected subjects,

The center Is one of four voca-
tional centers administered by
Oakland Intermediate Schools.
Others are n Royal Oak (south.
east), Pontlac (northeast) and

we're attempting lo reach the
gifted.”

SWOVEC STUDENTS come
from public school districts —
West Bloomfield, Walled Lake,
Farmington, Clarencevllle, Novi,
Huron Valley and South Lyon —
as well as private schools within
those distrlct boundarles.

Students, mostly high school
juniors and senlors, are
from their home districts for
half-day sesslons for a variety of
courses. The other half day is
spent in thelr home school.

Among the courses offered are:  Clarkston (northwest),
auto body, automated offlee, auto
mechanics, architectural draft- SWOVEC Is operated by Walled

Lake Schools with a half-mi}l of
Oakland County tax money first
approved in 1967, The center
opened in 1871,

ing, cosmetology, data process.
ing, dental and medical office as-
sistant, dicsel mechanles, elec-
tronics, cnginecring design and

She keeps her cool

Contlnued from Page 1

the anguish on the phone, her adren-
alin pulled her through, Green later
met the baby and parents,

“Bables. . . that can really bother
you," she sald, describing similar in-
cidents she's cncountered aince. “But
once the call comes in, you're so fast
torcact.”

Green recelved a civilian cltatlon
from the police department for help-
Ing the baby. She recelved a cltation
for helping another baby a couple of
days before the Luttmans called,
Her tralning In CPR and baslc first
aid have gone a long way In helping
her help others over the phone.

Green trles to follow up with the
callers she helps. Sometimes, that's
tough, but she tries, especlally when
bables are involved.

In her nine years, she’s encoun-
lered just about every Incident possi-
ble. When she [irst began her carcer,
there wasn't any training In how to
handle people In emergencles over
the tetephone.

IN THOSE dnys, becoming a
dispateher wasn't a career job. Be.
cause of the stress and

hours, there was a lot of turnover,
But Green learned by dolng.

Talking by phone with people who
are often very upset Is quite differ-
ent than dolng the same Lhing face-
to-face.

“You may forget something very
vital, but you'll never do it again,”
Green sald, “A lot of It [s common
sense. If there's o robbery in prog-
ress, you ask If there’s a weapon. If
there's a family fight, you try to
keep the culler separated from the

usc.

“At the time of the phonc calls,
you're just a cold person and I'm re-
ally not, I'm sympathetic. But you
can't let anything al the time throw
you ofl.”"

Gottlng as much information as
possible from the caller is eritical,
She also tries to kecp the caller on
the phone until police arrive, “You
are an officer’s ifeline at that point
In time. He has to go by the nformna-
tion you are giving him," she said.

As dispatch coordlnator, a prome-
tion she received in 1984, Green han-
dles staff scheduling, serves as shift
leader and as an assistant to her su.
pervisor, Sgt. Joseph Rebh, commu-

fons division .

police/fire calls

THE STRESS and the hours can be
tough. But she never reatly feels the
stress until alter an incldent, or once
she gets home. To relicve the stress,
she exerclses, “You've got to relleve
the stress, otherwise it bullds up.*

Right now, she's working the
motning shift, which means getting
up at 5:15 am. and driving from
Wixom to be at work by 7:15 a.m.
She works to 3 p.m.

Dispatchers rotate shifts every
four montha, She prefers the mid-
night shit. The nlght hours are more
exciting because there's more crimi-
nal activity, Green sald.

Desplte changing hours, she main.
talns a routine that works best for
her. Her years with the police de-
partment haven't changed her minc
about becoming an officer. “I never
came into dispatch wanting to be an
officer. 1 have no desire to be out
there,” she said, adding that her two
brothers are former police officers.

She became Interested in dispatch-
ing through her contact with Farm-
ington Hills officers. Her parents
owned the former Green's Towing,
which did a lot of work for the de-
partment.

Listed below are some of the
Farmington-area police inci-
dents, fire calls and court cases
reported during the past week:

@ 2 CHARGED

A 28-year-old Farmington Hills
man and a 26-year-old Novi woman
were charged in the breakein of a
model home on Sheffleld Court, In
the Nine Mile-Halsted area, Feb. 11

Arraigned Friday beforc District
Judge Michacel Hand of Farmington,
the two stood mute to one count of
breaking and entering of a bullding
with Intent to commit larceny. Inno-
cent pleas were entered,

Personal bond was set at $5,000,
pending a preliminary examination
in 47th District Court. The defend-
ants face a sentence of up (o 10
years in prison if convicted.

The two were arrested outside the
house about 8:35 p.m. Feb. 11, after
a burglary alarm sounded. Their car
contalned light fixtures and furnish-
ings believed taken from the house,
sald detective Brian DeGrande of
the Farmington Hiils Police Deaprt-
ment.

® CARS RECOVERED

o A Farmington Hiils homeowner
discovered a 1987 Dodge van stolen
from ¥ ford Townshlp parked in
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Departs
Tuesday March 3
Thursday April 7
*First day optional act
Cruise H
+Baja Peninsula
*Puerto Vallarra
sMazatlan
*Cabo San Lucas

bathing by the pool

Mexican Riviera
and Los Angeles

*On board activites: casinos, bingo games,
dancing and night club entertainment, sun

9 Nights/10 Days

1100

complete
rson
double occupancy

Returns
Saturday March 12
Saturday April 16
ivities
ighlights:

*Ait Transportation, found ttij

«Hotel Accommodations 2 nights in Los
Angeles area

«Mexico Sundance Cruise, M.V. Stardancer

«7 nights accommodations aboard ship

+All meals aboard ship

Al pott taxes included in total price

«Daggage handling, to your room baggege
handling

«Sightseeing in Los Angeles, Hollywood City
Tour, Universal Studio Tour

Departs

Tuesday May 31
Tuesday Sep

N

Alaska and
Northwest Pacific

13 Nights/14 Days

$2399

Returns

5 day Cruise

*«Cozumel (Mexico)

Caribbean Cruise
4 days Miami Beach

his driveway on Hawberry Feb. 9.

& A Farmington Hills offlcer on
patrol dlscovered a 1983 Pontiac
stalen from Troy parked along
Doreen Feb. 10.

® A Farmington Hills resident
discovered a 1881 Chevrolet stolen
from Warren parked In the driveway
of a nearby house on Leyte Feb. 11,

® A 1976 Chevrolet ulility truck
was.recovered in Detroit after being

.stolen from R. V. Electric, 32722

Eight Mile in Farmington, Feb. 10. ,

® CARFIRE

An estlmated $2,500 in damage
was reported to a car that caught
fire white the occupant was driving
it along Grand River in Farmington

Feb, 10,

At about 7:30 p.m., as the Ford
Escort approached Smithfleld, it
stalled, then flames and smoke were
:g‘l)l;ed coming from under the car’s

Gasoline was listed as the [ire's
cause, It took Farmington fire

fighters 10 minutes to extingulsh the
flames, The hood of the car bad to be
pried open, because the latch was
broken.

‘The vehlcle was owned by a Dear-
born company, according to a Farm-

ington Department of Public Safety
report, There were no injuries, .

©® THEFTS REPORTED

Cash was reported stolen from the
Mulrwood Apartments Activity Cen-
ter Jan, 23-25.

A wallet and cash totaling $185
were reported atolen from a locker
at the Farmington Area YMCA,
28100 Farmington, Feb, 2,

A 1986 Pontlac Bonnevllle valued
at $14,000 was reported stolen from
Kendallwood Apartments Feb. .10,
1t was recovered In East Detrolt.

A 1984 Chevrolet station wagon
was reported stolen from a house on
Tredwell Feb, 9-10, .

A plastic bag contalning 84 cloth
dlapers valued at $105 were report-
ed stolen from the front porch of a
house on Cadlllac Feb. 10.

A ski jacket valued at $125 wax
reported stolen from a student lock-
er at North Farmington High School,
$2900 13 Mile, Feb, 11.

A 1984 Buick Century valued at
$7,000 was reported stolen from a
garage on Leyte Feb. 11, It was re-
covered in Farmington Hills.

A 1984 Pontiac valued at $5,000
was reported atolen from a driveway
on Averhill Feb, 11-12. It was recove
ered in Detrolt.

8 Nights/9 Days ,

complete
Departs Returns prson
Thursday July 7 Friday July 15 based on double occupancy
Thursday August 25 Friday September 2 .
sRound trip air transportation to Miami
*Key West P PO
o 4 days Lucerne Hotel
Playa Del Carmen o5 da; Caribbean Cruise

$769

Monday June 13

1 person
tay September 19

M

«San Prancisco
* Yellowstone

’ du\:l le occnpﬂng{cy
. iple & quad prices available
+0ld Faithful ) otkside cabin 5150 sdditional pe person

*Grand Tetons

«Aif transportation to San Francisco fram Salt Lake City
*Motorcaach from cs.;"’ Frﬂxcixn t0 Salt

Lake City

7 nights dations aboard ship, all meals aboard ship, all port

1|
axes in;ludtd in total price

h portion of tour

#Sightsecing-Fisherman's Wharf
*Baggs

6 nights dutinj

Gastown in Vancouver, D.C, Yeltowstone National Park, Old Faithful, Grand Te*
e Handling-to yout toom
#Driver/Escort for the motorcoach tour

in San guncixn, A Mt. St. HeFen's Visitor Center,

preveanezcsenianenee

%3132

24824 Michigan Ave.
Dearborn, MI 48124

78-4102

Please send me at no obligation a tour brochure explaining all the.
details and applications for the following tour:

[ Mexican Riviera Cruise and Los Angeles
[ Alaska and Northwest Pacific

NAME
ADDRESS
A)d

O Caribbean Cruise

CITY.,
. PHONE

STATE




