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AKI]\C acareer of
M "Don St. Clair s
Farmington Hills'
newest carcer {lrefighter,

The Novi resident has been a
part-time member at Statlon 1
for seven years, He was
recently promoted to licutenant
after 16 months as a sergeant,

St. Clair has ilnished all four
phases of the state’s certifled
firefighter tralning program.
He's also a licensed emergency
mudleal technlclan.

St. Clair and his wife, Dlane,
have two children.

HELPING out.

Michigan Business Machines
of Southficld, in cooperation
with Xerox Corp., has donated a
new electronic typewriter to
William Tyndale College,
Farmington Hills.

The typewriter Is Xerox's 620
Meroryswriter word processar,

READY for removal.

The rear annex of a bullding
on the north side of Grand
River in downtown Farmington
is slated for demolition this
week. Utilities had to be moved
to accommodate the work.

The Intent is to give central
business district shoppers
another 12 parking spaces In
the north-side munlcipal lot.

REMINDER:
Farmington Publlc Schools s
closed for winter break this
week, So youngsters may be
playing outslde at times you
Ieast expect.

FOOTNOTES: One year
ago this week ~ Sisters of
Merey has dropped plans for a
200,000-square-foot office on
thelr complex at 11 Mile and
Middlebelt in Farmington Hills.

what’s inside
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Post office cuts window service

Saturday hours
meet budget ax

By Joanne Mallszowsk)
staff writer

Surprised looks beamed acress some patrons faces
when they walked into the Farmington Hills branch of
the U.S. Post Office Saturday,

“They (patrons) walked in and didn't know it (was
closed) until they saw the signs,” postmaster Kenneth
Harris said.

Feb. 13 was the {irst official Saturday closing of post
offices in the Royal Oak Manzgement Service District.
That means any offices within the 460 or 483 zip code
areas.

Both the Farmingten HIlts branch, 32455 12 Mlle, and
the Farmington branch, 33200 Slocum, will be closed
Saturdays.

“We were mandated by law to do this. We didn't
dream this up,” Harrls safd. “There are some excep-
tions (o the rule, but every 480 north of Eight Mlte are
closed on Saturdays now."

Closings are part of an effort to save $2.6 mililon

{rom the U.S. Poslal Service's Detrolt Divislon, postal
officials sald.

“The 100-plus offlces in the Detroit dlvision will close
a half day per week, most on Saturday, and outgoing
mail processing on Sunday will cease,” Detrolt Divislon
postmaster John Horne sald,

THE DETROIT division's current $550 milllon budget.
must be cut to help balance the federal budget, Horne
sald at a press conference in Detrolt Feb, 8, The Satur-
day closings are cxpected to save the district $600,000,
he added.

As of Tuesday morning, Harris had reccived only
three written complaints from patrens about the Satur
day closings. Because the post office was closed Monday
in observance of the federal President's Day hollday,
Harrls was uncerlain whether Tucsday's busy lines of
patrons were from the holiday or Saturday closlng.

“I can't really get a good measurement today,” he
said, “By the end of the weck, we should know how bad
cuslomers have taken it.”

Yet, the Saturday closings should affect only those
patrons who waited until Saturday to reglster or certify
mall or parcels. Post office scll-service lobbles —
stamps, money changers and mail slots — will remain
open on Saturdays. Mzll dellvery and pickup also re-
maln unchanged by the Saturday closings, Harris sald.
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2 EDC efforts provide

By Joanne Maliszowskl
stalf writer

jobs, tax revenues
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Farmington Hills Harrison High beat crosstown rival Fnrmlnnlon High In
1

Western Lakes Activitles A

as Far s Dawn M.

ction & night at

a
Harrison, Above, Harrison's Katie Dol Uumplnn) sends tho ball over tho net
looks on. For the story, see Page 1C.

‘When it comes to growth and development, the Farm-
ington Hills Economlc Development Corporation has
been a quiet mover and shaker.

In its elght years, the EDC has helped create 5,600
permanent jobs In the city and added $3.5 milllon to the
city's tax base by issuing $119 million in tax-cxempt
bonds to ald commerclal and industrial development.

“The bottom line for the taxpayers is that we're
trying to keep the taxes down and keep this community
a very vlable, dynamic community, the place to live
In,"sald Robert McConnell, EDC chalrman.

Maintalnlng an approximately 35 percent commer-
clal and industrial base helps balance the tax dollars
spent on providing the restdential segment with city ser-
vices. Without a commercial and industrial tax base,
residential property owners would pay higher taxes.

Desplte its success, the EDC has been forced to shift
gears and Is no Jonger predominantly in the tax-exempt
bond business.

Please turn to Page 4

emergency grou

By Joanne Mailszewski
staff writer

Cooperation among health

Robert McConnell
., Quides EDC efiorts

ps studied

Sltuations like lhese often are the root of

not

For those who wonder why patient-laden
ambulances occastonatly seem to linger at
emergency scencs, there's an answer.

only by the publlc. but by other emergency

personnel, Farml
Chlef

Ellmlml!nz muundenumdlngs and lack of

ngton Hills Deputy Fire
Peter Baldwin sald. .

“The ambulance stays when a person is In
danger. We're In contzct with the hospltal.
Paramedlcs are getting medical {nformation
otralght from the hospital on what to do to
stabilize the patient,” sald Kevin Arnold, as-
aistant vice president for marketing and sales
for Novi-based Community EMS,

Other situations occur, too, “If therc i3 a

bad trauma and there's nothing a paramedic
can do to stabilize the patient, wo'll get out as

agen;

cles mpond |.! a key role of the less-than-
year-old Farmington Area Emcrxcncy Mcdi~
cal Services AdvlsoryComml ee.

“Tho end result Is that better medical care
can be provided to residents,” Baldwin said.
“If they {(emergency personnel) are battling
cach other, and that's not uncommon In many
arcas, It detracls from good patient care.”

fast as we can to the emergency room,” Are
nold said.

Please tum to Page 2
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Bachelor hunt
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Humane Somety hosts unique mixer :
(-3 By Bob Bklar THEY ARE bnt a few of the hlm< v Do o w.n
T CLASSIFIEDS | 2ettwior “just think IP's vory  drsts of healiy animals waltiogat PR :
Full-ength photos of elght of this  important for people to ot artamn someons siho. can pro. Ihetsievotion
;n"rf . m’:‘;ﬁ'gg‘b}"ﬂ";ﬁ%ﬂ;ﬂg respect non-human as *  videa loviag, permanent home. m S'm. v St
tho Viliags Mall lobby last weekend. Wil a8 human life.’ Jf you're already spoken for by 2 sowation: osowrr,
Accompanying commenta provid. — Kathy Weigandi clp humane soclety dependents. A
ed revealing inalght Into the kinds of volunteer donauon wil help glve thesa animals *
ampnn!om thesa blﬂwlﬂﬂ would the best care posaible b.enld th::L chanca
for a proper home to be foun N
Ona was ducrlbcd 28 good mA- et gnother was described as an pum second straight year, the
tured, “a family man, great with ingependent soul who “likes seafood vuzm Mall. Merchants Association
kids.” and birdwatching” and who "dupcr- hosted- a two-day beneflt to vaise

A second was described as “at- one to share it
tractlve &nd middle aged,” who :lﬂ}i peeds someon
“knows overy trick in the book” and
- 13 “ready to scttle down."”
third was described as “tired of
the singles scene” nnd mdy for “a
long-term

money for the humane soclety.
From the lobby of the downtown
mall, soclety
sold sweatshirts with paw prints and
other animal designs. Valentine's

‘ Pleasa turn to Page 2
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All wero characterized as “bhand.
some, mu:ml and fun to be wilh,
But this Valentine’s Day, they're
lonely.” .

Dabble Pagett of Birmingham, a Michigan Humane Society vol-
unteer, sorts through the stack of nmnhlru for sals at the
Have a Heart bensfit. .
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