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Choices

. TS ealled choices.
And it sounds intriguing,
But we'll veserve final judgment untid
more del are nnveited Mareh 1.
In the wi opposing atien-
e boundary changes o case elementary
overcrowding, Superintendent Grakam  Lewis
proposed a new we facility ad-
_ ditions. reopuening chool and a
s of edueitional programs using 49 vacant
b ms.
t tiest blush, it looks like Lewis dodged a bul-
ith his sp ized programming proposal —
tve solution to overcrowded classrooms.
issessment of the proposed  bounda
changes drove home why they came up short, de-
spite the ns Planning Panel's hard work:
“The changes would not enswre long-term stabil-
ity or be receptive 10 the greater number of par-
ents of the conmonity.”

NO ONE is lownplaying the overcrowded con-
ditions. A metnber of the Coneerned Citizens Co-
atition acknowledged. “We do have a problem
and something must be done.”™
Its elear the burden now falls squarely on
15 who objected so vehemently to boundary
support the specialized programming
able for their children.

Parental indifference in light of alt the new
develupment in western Farmington Hills will no
overcrowding, regardless of

whether a new elementary is built and existing
. sehools are improved.

< Lewis put it: “We have to rely on the desire
ol pavents to opt for choice programs,™
tant superintendent Mary Lou Ankele
autlined putential choices a1 a public hearing
Jan. 19: centralized Kindergarten, developmental
kindergarten, magnet-type offerings, gifted and

Exciting idea needs shakeout

‘We have to rely on the desire of
parents to opt for choice programs.”
— Graham Lewis
superintendent

necessary and a greater opportunity for educa-
tienal earlchment.”

We ccho trustee Janice Rolnick, who called
Ankele's ideas "extremely exciling.”

They dovelail nicely into the plea from one
concerned parent, who said: “Student welfare Is
our top priority. Spend tax dollars wisely and
make the best use of available space.”

LEWIS 1S talking about providing what he
calls a commmon campus setup — magnel-1ype
programs in individual classrooms throvghout
the district,

That borrows from the flex approach offered
to some degree at the senior high level, There,
students from each of the three schools may at-
tend a particular school offering a program
unique to the district. For cxample, Latin is
available only at Farmington High.

Lewis recognizes his two-year pilot plan won'l
cnd overerowding at some clementaries.

Bul we agree with him that allowing parents
to choose belween specialized programs or al-
tendance at their home school should provide en-
roliment relief at many schools.

Provided the school board gives formal ap-
proval, Lewis musl assure jmaginative and
workable programming. Parents, meanwhile,
must uxe the alternative programuning Lhey
have railied so unabashedly for.

Unmistakably, student redistribution in the

ies is needed. But it best works when

talented programs, reope: and
Highmeadow schools, even year-round school,
“The idea.” sh is to promote innovative

instruction, permitting grouping across grades as

Patient’s

HE TIME has come for the state to ree-
ognize a patlent’s right of medical self-
determination.

Our legislators must provide a legal
means by which patient wishes may be honored
without foisting criminal and civil liability on
medical p Is and family bers hon-
oring those wishes, :

In granting Clifford Culham, a Farmington
Hills resident suffering from Lou Gehrig's dis-
ease, the right to be disconnected from a ventila-
tor in December, Oakland Circuit Judge David
Breck cast the sharpest light:

“Life is hard enough without artificially pro-
longing a dying patlent’s agony . . . The least
society can do for these unfortunates, and espe.
clally the courts if necessary, is to allow them to
choose early death with dignity and comfort.”

WE SUPPORT cfforts by state Reps. David
Holllster, D-Lansing and Nick Ciaramitaro, D-
Roseville, to legislate patient rights by amending
the state probate code.

We urge the legislators to hammer out thelr
differences and enact law to serve dying and in-
capacltated patients and their families, who have
been forced to look to courts for answers in the
absence of much-nr.:eged leglislation.

there’s a cooperative spirit belween schools and
parents. Only then are children less apt to be-
come political pawns.

right

Law would provide guidance

We urge the legisiators to
hammer out their differences and
enact law to serve dying and
incapacitated patients and their
families, who have been forced to
look to courts for answers in the

b of h ded
legisiation,

Legislation will not provide an absolute solu-
tion to the increasing myriad of patient circum-
stances. But It is an important vehicle for ac-
knowledging and adhering to patient self-deter-
mination in the wake of overnight advances in
medlcal technology and treatment.

DECADES AGO, terminally 111 patients would
have died a natural death, Today death is fore-
stalled and ultimately dependent on the on-off
switch of sophisti d

A patient's right of free cholce in determining
the type of care and treatment, including terml-
natlon, underscores the splrit of the much-need-
ed legislation,

We support the inclusion of three important

Isions in the patl rights lon to

We support i g P 0
designate an advocate who will carry out their
expressed desires for medical treatment, includ.
ing termination,

We support legislation to serve patients who
become unable {0 make health care decisions by
allowing them to make their desires known in
advance.

pr g
meld humarneness with a patient's right of free
cholce.

A provision declaring that a patient advocate
must adhere o patient desires, rather than what
may be determined to be the patient’s best inter-
ests, must be included to ensure the right of pa.
tient self-determination. .

We support prohibiting the withholding of food
and water as a means of hastening death, Food
and water are among the most basic human
D

We- support prohibiting a patient advocate
from exercising medical treatment for a preg-
nant patlent that would be detrimental to the
embryo or fetus without probate court approval,

We strongly urge interest groups to avold side-
tracking legislation with contlnuing debate on
this isste. It is legal In this state to protect a
fetus or embryo, .

WE SUPPORT legislation ensuring the pro-
tection of health care professionals who carry
out patlent wishes, Legislatlon must ensure that

" a physician will not be held llable for carrying

out a patient's expressed medical desires,
While

; ¥ ph an
continue struggling with a definition of life, dy-
ing patients linger in frustration and agony as
ptives of modern medical gy,

As that technology advances daily and medical
cures lag steadily behind, the need to provide a
lega!, safe and secure process for patlenis to
determine thelr own fate remains paramount.

THINGS I'VE been meaning to
say;

® Was I surprised by the 1.9 per-
cent turnout in Farmington Public
Schools' millage renewal election
last week? Not really.

The district, one of the state's
largest and richest, hasn't done very
well in pricking voter interest.

Last year, only 692 voters, 1.3 per-
cent, cared enough to vote In the an.
nual school board election, Only 832,
1.4 percent, took the time to renew 4
mills for operations,

fared a bit better, It drew 1,036 vot-
ers, 2 percent.

Last week, 963 voters, 1.9 percent,
renewed 5.75 mills, worth §8 mitlion,
or 12 percent of the district’s $66
milljon operating budget. So few
people wielded so much power.

What's amazing is that total bare-
1y topped the turnout at two recent
public meetings the school board
hosted for feedback to proposed
boundary and facility changes.

In a representative democracy,
you're guaranteed the right to vote.
You're not foreed to vote. But I've

The 1986 school board election -

always thought voting was sort of a
given,

I'm embarrassed to report that
‘Warner Mlddle School, where I vote,
had the poorest turnout of the dls-
trict’s four voting precincts. Only
157 of my neighbors joined my wife
and I at the polls.

Non-voters couldn’t cven blame
the weather. Last week's big snow-
storm didn't arrive until two days
later.

1 can't explain why voters have so
little regard for school elections. It's
hard to believe they don't realize the
education of mare than 10,000 stu-
dents, our pool of future leaders, Is
at stake.

I do know voting Is more than a
privilege. It’s a responsibility.

Don’t skip school vote;
subs aren’t dragways

® 1 have no sympathy for lead-
footed metorists who view winding
subdivision streets as a sort of minl
raceway, no matter what the season.

The problem is worse in subs with-
out sidewalks, where the road edge
scrves as a pathway for kids and
adults alike. Wintry conditions only
intenslfy the problem, glving speed-
clrs even less of a chance of stop in
time.

Tralfic officers can't be dn zvery
sub every minute of every day. But
when alerted, they step up enforce-
ment in subs where speeding is acute
and dangerous.

If your necighborhood regutarly
resembles a dragstrip at certaln
times of the day, alert your subdivi-
slon association and elther the
Farmington or Farmington Hills po-
lce,

“Be specific,” says Sgt. Ray Cran-
ston of the Farmington Hills Police
Department Traffic Safety Burean.

“Tell us what's happening, where
it's happening and when it's happen-
Ing. It's extremely important to in-
clude the time of day."

Despite what some motorists may
think, subdivislon strects are meant
to be shared with pedestrians,

Farmington readers’ forum

Letters must be signed, original copies and include the address and telephone num-
ber of the writer. None can be returned. Names will be wilhheld from publicalion only
tor sufficient reason. Letters should be limited to 300 words in most cases. We
reserve Lhe right 1o edit them. Send letters to Readers' Forum, Farmington Observer,
33203 Grand River Ave., Farmington 48024,

Coverage:
applauded

To the editor:

‘Thank you for the fine coverage of
the Farmington Area Jaycees Com-
munity Leadership Prayer Breake
fast on Jan. 19. Please extend our
gratitude to other members of the
Observer who contributed. The
breakfast was a success,

Thank you for your support and
we hope to see you at future Jaycees
events in our community,

Kay Hian, breakfast chair,
Farmington Area Jaycces

Where's the
traffic light?

To the editor:

‘Where's the light?

The light that has been promised
at the corner of Grove Street and
Grand River about two blocks east
of the main {ntersection of beautiful
downtown Farmington? Answer: It
ain’t there yet.

The light has been on the drawing
board for the last two years. Earlier
this fall, city hall said October; at a
December council meeting, the as-
scmbled were told that It would be
January.

This ia February.

‘Where's tha light?

the Alta Loma/Farmington Road
1ight should be changed 30 that per-
sons racing through the Intersection
of Grand River and Farmington

Speaking of lights, the timing of -

Road cannot speed through the Alta
Loma light without having to stop. I
have seen many & car already at
about 35 miles per hour as the driver
passed the Arbor Drugs area,

LeeS, Peel,

has taken place to relleve traffic:
congestion , . . especlally along the
Orchard Lake Road and Northwest.
ern Highway corridors. Meanwhile,
Intense new construction has contin.
ued I.m!t can only compound the

Editor's note: The state is re.
sponsible for the Groves Street
light, not the city.

Washington: -
special man

To the edltor:

It was 256 years ago Feb. 22,
George Washington was born, We
were colonles being ruled by a Brit-
ish king. We didn't have a presideat,
nor were we the Unlted States then.

We survived the French and Indi-
an War of 1754, the Boston Massacre
of 1770 and the American Revolu-
tion of 1775. It took the courage of
men and women to make us tho free
pation we are today,

‘That is the reason why we have a
president, not a king. )

Glory, glory, hallelujah.- America

is atill free.
Vernon C, Kielplnsk!,
Farmington Hills

Let's prevent
road gridlock

To the editor:
review of some 2% inches of
background files, letters, news clipp-
ings and the like galhered for the
t two years can only result In the
conclusion that . . . little if anything
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True, Farmington Hills' improve-
ments made possible by a road mil-
lage and in West Bloomfield the help
by developers that resulted in paving
Farmington Road from 14 Mile
Road to Maple have been positive
steps forward. Nonetheless, numer-
ous low.cost suggestions regarding
left turn signals, light timing, lane
marking, saw cuts — to mentlon a
few — appear to have fallen on deaf

ears.

The jolnt committee on roads,
formed In April 1986, last met In Scp-
tember 1986, Even having the Oak- |
Jand County Road Commlssion per- :
form up-to-date traffic counts scems *
to be an unreasonable request, With- .
out current data, how can planners *
project the impact of proposed new :
developments? .

There are many ssues facing lo- .
cal residents in thla election year. ;
Underlylng almost every issue —
PPD, moritoriums, Section 34, clus- »
ter ordinance, overdevelopmen®, cte. |
— Is tho IMPACT such proposals ;
will have on the basic Issue .. .¢
“Roads and Traffic Congestion.” :

Top priorily must be given to
these festering road problems by |
‘West Bleomfleld Township offlclals
and planners, Many pratical solu-
tions have been presented for discus-
slon, Action, not words, 1a needed to
at least hold in check the growth '
rate of traffic congestion in West
Bleomticld and surrounding areas.

Ken Poye, president,
GATEWAY-"PLUS,”
‘West Bloomfleld
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