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Just what is a normal personanyway?

JACK SHROPSHIRE'S dilemma
1s a weighty one, and the pressure is
on all of us to help correct it.

Perhaps you've heard of Jack, Qur
state attorney general is investigat-
ing the §33-pound man's claim of job
diserimination by a nearby townshlp
because of his weight. The township
board refused to hire him into a paid
Job of transporting senlors, which he
had been dolng as a volunteer for
nearly four years, according to nows
accounts,

‘Township officlals contend Jack's
size is a Habllity, according to Infor-
mation they recelved from their In-
surance carrler. They also recelved

a report from a doctor who conduct.
cd a physleal on Jack, saying there
was o concern about hyglene be-
cause of his size.

Jack’s attorney calls it a “classic
wellare case In reverse” of a man
who Is trained to do the work, but
couldn't get the job.

But Jack’s problem [s really our
problem, and it goes further than
skin deep.

Here in Farminglon Hills, a group
of people are lodging a fight against
another sort of discrimination, cul-
tural and ethnlc,

The Cultural Awareness Commit-
tee has made cfforts towards better

awarencss, teaching people with
these differences to nat only live
harmontously together, but to learn
to like cach other despite any difier-

ences.

It's definitely a step in the right
direction,

BUT WHAT of people like Jack,

and hiz type of discrimination? What
can we do to stop the mimlcking and
the hurtful comments made against
ple who are not up to what we
consider to be our “norms?”

Just what is a “normal” person
anyway?

1 gucss the answer is to work on
changing our “norms” and widening
thelr scope. We should include peo-
ple with disabilitles and handlcaps;
people who are overweight, exces-
slvely tall or extremely short.

When people tease and make hurt-
ful comments, we should not partlcl-
pate. Perhaps we can challenge such
comments, or simply change the

subject.

Parents, cducators and other
adults must play a role in teaching
youngsters in formative years not to
harbor resentments and stercotypes
-~ and those same adulls must be
role models of the same teachings.

AS JIM Agnew, ncw head of the
Cultural C sald

blgotry a fear. One that cats away at
us and one that makes us push our
discomfort aside.

In Jack Shropshire's case, the at-
tomey general will make township
board offlclals face their fear. These
are the same officlals who say
Jack’s hiring would be a “danger” to

recently: “As people, we have the
power to enrich others' lives — In
general, humankind.”

Although applled to the cultural
problems of our day, Agnew's com-
ments can also apply to any sort of
blgotry or discrimlinatlon. Some fel-
low committee members have called

their and a “Uabllity.”

Frankly, he was no more a danger
or a lability when he worked as o
volunteer driver.

Not untl} we face our fear, and be-
gin accepting each other for what we
are, flaws and al), will there ever be
the ):on of harmony we all elaim to
seel

Judiciary given backbone transplant

HUNDREDS OF judges must have
breathed signs of relief when former
state Supreme Court Justice John W,
Fltzgerald last week cleared Oak-
land Clrcult Judge Allce Gilbert of
misconduct charges,

Millions of common folk who pay
taxes and buy lability nsurance
should have cheered, oo, if they un.
derstood the far-reaching implica-
tions of this case.

Judge Glibert had the rare cour-
age to tell a jury it was wrong, that
its $7 million award in a medical
malpractice case was “excessive to

Tim
Richard

jeet every (rla; judge in the state to

the point of being outrageous.”

She ran just the $5 millfon figure
awarded the baby through a com-
paund interest table and figured the
kid would be worth §14.3 milllen by
age 18, $25 milllon by age 24, and
$225 milllen by age 50. That, she
sald, would provide him “a most Jux-
urlous and extravagant living, which
is avallable to few in the world.”

Ghibert knocked down the award
10 $107,000, which, with interest, will
yleld the tnjured party $544,000. The
plaintiff family has gone to the
Court of Appeals, which is legit.

BUT A MISCONDUCT complaint
by the staff of the Judicial Tenure
Commission?

Fitzgerald put the soclal issue
clearly. On one part of the complaint
he sald, “Any remedy les not In dis-
ciplinary proceedings but in civil ap-
peal. To hold otherwise would sub-

an
by losng partles. . "
Big bucks are at stake, not just for
who win multf-millicn-dol-

lar judgments but for the lawyers
who take a one-third cut off the top,

The Michigan Trial Lawyers Asso.
clatlon, with the plous smile of a
Tartulfe, has a pat reply: “Let the
jury decide.”

Poor answer. A jury decides an In-
dividual case. It doesn't think about
the precedents [t scts for other cases
and out-of-court settlements. It
doesn't think about what it does to
liability Insurance rates when it
makes calculating a premium im.
posslble. It doesn’t think about taxes
when it pays damages with signifi.
cant chunks of our road construction
budgets, That’s not a jury's Job.

But it Is o legislature's job to set
caps on “paln and sulfering” awards.
And it is a judge's job to set aside
awards that result In “a most luxuri.
ous and extravagant living, which fs
avafiable to few in the world.”

THERE'S A MINDSET In soclety
that It's OK to find the deepest pock-
ets you can and empty 'em. Wayne
County jurors are notorfous for that
mentality, which has spread Into
Qakland, too.

‘That mindset has been lkened toa
crap shoot or the lottery —~ a flawed
analogy. In a crapshoot there are
odds. In the lottery, you know the
state won't pay out more than half of
what it takes in.

But In lability cases, one can't
caleulate the odds because juries
pick numbers out of the alr as they
go along. Socicty’s oddsmakers can't
calculate how much to set aslde for
damages to those who deserve com-
pensation,

EX-JUSTICE Fitzgerald and
Judge Gilbert deserve plaudits for
giving the Michigan judiciary a
backbone transplant.

This is not to give Judge Gilbert,
whose term expires this year, a
blanket endorsement. In an Open
Meetings Act case, she wrole a posi-
tively dreadful opinion, accepting
every lame alibi the Oakland Uni-
versity board of trustees could con-
coct for doing the public’s business
in secret.

Let’s just say that in this case she
has set an example of courage,

One hopes the “excorlation and
hindsight ~allegations” of recent
months don't take too much wind out
of her sails,

Dram Shop Act motives questionable

§0, THE LAWYERS and insur-
ance fotks are at it agaln — figuring
out another scam to make big bucks
out of public misfortune.

1s time they've finagled the
state Legislature into passing a law
that would mandate {nsurance for
retallers who sell liquor. Minimum
would be $50,000.

Now it doesn't matter whether
you're a nightclub speciallzing in the
spirits or some VFW hall that serves
beer to its members during footbal
games. You've got to have this insur.
nnlce. "

n short, you pay the fee or your
liquor license Is revoked. Real sim-

e,

Appropriately, this law goes into
effect on April 1 — you know, April
Fools’ Day, What a joke,

Of course advocates are touting
thls as a measure to protect retailers
who have sold liquor to people who
later get In hot water with the law
for thelr drinking escapade.

CALLED THE Dram Shop Act, it
provides that retailers assume liabil.
ity for the incldent once a victim or
the survivors of the vietlm sue the
person who was drinking.

Now on ils face this may sound
liké a real hot idea. After all, if some
drunk kills your spouse or kid, you're
going to want to get all the money
you can. If nothing else, it will make
you feel Illke something at least was
done to justify the wrong.

it's time we insist the
state Legislature cease
being the work
resources outlet for the
legal profession in this
state.

1t's the old chaser rou-

'3

As our soclety keeps mass pro-
ducing lawyers, a bigger and blgger
need exists to provide slop for their
trough, Once they saturate an arca,
they make It their business to find
another,

FOR YEARS now, the health care
system, and the way you have been
taken care of, have been burdened
by these self-employed scalpers.

Physiclans have been easy targets,
After all, in the public's eye what's a
couple of milllon bucks to a guy who
has more money than you or I can
ever imaglne?

Hence, physiclans and hospitals

_have been bombarded with lawsuits,
50 much 50 that It's getting more dif-
fleult to recrult physicians to come

Borderline hospitals

And, admittedly, it's pretty tough
to feel so for businesses that
make tons of bucks off of people get-
ting loaded. -

But that's not the point.

The real point is that you and I are
increasingly paying through the nose
because lawyers and insurance com.
panies have systematically gone
about hitting first one business, then
another for all the dough they can
get.

to
have actually moved across state

nes.

Municipalities have also been vic-
timized. The most popular suit
around Is when a city Is sued after
somebody rams their car into a tree.
‘You guessed it. Cities lose those cas-
es and end up spending your tax dol-
lars use some lawyer figured
out an angle on how to make an easy
buck,

It's time we insist the state Legis-
lature cease being the work re-
sources outlet for the legal profes-
sion in this state,
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REMODE
SALE

SAVE

20" to0 60™
on everything!

CLEARANCE SALE *849
TUXEDO-STYLE SOFA by Hanredonina
woven fabric. 76" long. (1 only} Reg. $2226

CLEARANCE SALE 228
CHIPPENDALE WING CHAIR In a rosa and fresh-grean floral print
on a pale rose background. (1 enly) Reg. '679.95

CLEARANCE SALE 228
CHANNEL-BACK BARREL CHAIR in a natural belge woven fabric

G:ROOMS'

[LING

THE BIGGEST SALE IN
OUR 60YEAR HISTORY!

Everyone is having a Mid-Winter Sale with reduced prices
furniture lines. But at Scott-Shuptrine we've taken
HER REDUCTIONS on top of our Mid-Winter
Sale prices in order to clear out existing stock to make room
for the construction|

rose and blue criss-croas

DINING ROOMS

CLEARANCE SALE *5699
ORIENTAL DINING ROOM by Henredon festures a 667x42" \

tabla with two 20" leaves, four side and two arm chairs. (1 only}

Reg. $8235
CLEARANCE SALE ¢2098

MAHOGANY HIGH BOY by Hickory features a broken pediment
top and flame finial brass hardware. {1 only) Reg. $2969
CLEARANCE SALE *1648
CASUAL CONTEMPORARY DINING ROOM by Bernhardt fea-
wres 8 42" round table with a 24" leaf, four castered arm chairs
and a 54" china cabinet. (1 only) Reg. $3441

CLEARANCE SALE #1698

COUNTRY DINING ROOM by Thomesville In stripped pine
features a 42" dining table and four chairs. {1 only) Reg. $2404

BEDROOMS

CLEARANCE SALE *698
DIXIE “MARGAUX' FRENCH BEDROOM festures s 30" storage
door chest with bookcase, 8 twinsize trundle bed with bed
drawer and one night table. (1 only) Reg. $1586

CLEARANCE SALE *2488

SOLID MAHOGANY BEDROOM features a full or queen size
Chippendale open-work headboard, 8 chest, a double drasser and
a padiment mirror, {1 only) Reg. $4131

CLEARANCE SALE 4298
HAND-CARVED LOUIS XVI BEDROOM by MGM in & custom
golden-ochre finish festures a dresser, two night stands, a queen-
size upholstered headbosrd and a peach sateen quilted
badspread with two pillow shams. Reg. $10,449

with decorative cord welting and a bullion fringe skirt. {1 only)

TABLES, CABINETS, CURIOS

CLEARANCE SALE *228 each

-~ . IN EFFECT FOR

- SPECIAL ORDERS

NAME BRANDS .

Reg. 8748

CLEARANCE SALE *2198
KAY LYN 3-PIECE FRENCH LOUIS XV GROUP by Hickory
faatures an 84" carved wood framed sofa with cabriolo legs end
wo matching cheirs, Upholstered in & woven Moire stripe.
3-plece set, reg, 86079

CLEARANCE SALE *698

CARVED ACCENT TABLES by Sherrill in mahogany with burl trim.
Rectanguler or square and table. {1 of each only) Each reg. $649

CLEARANCE SALE *949
SOLID BRASS ETEGERE by Sherrill festures plate glass shelves
and fluted column design. {2 only) Reg. 81849

CLEARANCE SALE *3098
4-DOOR CURIO DISPLAY CABINET by Union National in black

INCLUDE: FIBACK SOFA by Sherrll festures attached pilows and Is uphol- ik, 991, Cinalserie hand doeeralion and e gold interior bock
HENREDON SLIGH stered in 8 woven Jewektoned plaid. Reg. $1424 L " * ‘
LEA E SALE *599

THOMASVILLE CHAPMAN gUEENaﬁb'l\é%VING CHAIR AND OTTOMAN by Woodmark In @ .
SIMMONS SHERRILL neutral-tonad flame stitch. Rag. $980 CU” ”me
MASTERCRAFT HICKORY FINE FUANITURE ASINGE 1927
MGM STIFFEL
UNION HEKMAN 18850 MACK AVENUE, GROSSE POINTE FARMS « 886-56200
NATIONAL Opon Daily 8:30-B:30 ¢ Mon., Thurs., Fri, tll 9:00pm s Closed Sunday

- Use your Mastercard, Visa or Scott’s Revolving Charge




