By Casey Hane
stalf wrller

The world of Montessor! is one of
color and brightness, of self-lcarning
and sensory perceptlon.

Marla Montessori, the late ltalian
physician who feunded the educa-
tional concept in the early 1900s, en-
visioned a Iitlle people's world
where chlldren could develop at
their own pace,

“Our students’ natural spontaneil
... had long been supp:

L
by 1

work wlth teachers, some alone.
Same work at tables, some on the
hum of learning

+ + . adults, who betleve they ean do
everything better than children,”
1sald In 2 1970 lath

of one of her hooks. “The idea that

the child Is a personallty scparate
from the adult never seemed to 0c-
cur o anybody.”

Walking into The Maria Montesso-
rl Center in Farmingten Hills, the
method and concept is elear.

Small groups and individuals are
learning different subjects. Some

oor. A
goes on throughout the day.

Students from a variety of subur.
ban arcas, includlng Farmington
Hills, Bloomfield Hills, Southfield
and Troy attend.

“YOU DON'T have to discipline a
chitd who Is busy,” explained Thom-
as Kerbawy, who with his wife, Shar-
mella, own and teach at the private
school where children from 2% to 12

years, and a varlety of culiural
backgrounds, are educated.

The two opened thelr school in
1980, renting space from the North
Farmington Baptist Church and ex-
panded the school to handle pres-
choo), kindergarien and clementary
chlidren in 2 new 6,000-square-foot
bultding next door (o the church in
1986.

They are not affillated with that
church, but their students do repre-
sent & cross-sectlon of religions and
cultures from around the world. In
one classroom of preschoolers and
kindergarteners, for example, stu-
dents from lIraq, Pakistan, India,
France, Lebanon, Itaty and the Phil-
ippines are represented.

‘Teachers also represent a €ross-
sectlon of the world. One halls from
Mexico and teaches Spanish to the
students; another, who teaches mu-
sle, comes from Srl Lanka. All the
teachers, Including Thomas and
Sharmella, recelved thelr Montesso-
ri tralning overscas where it takes
two years to fully learn the methods,
the owners sald.

INOT ONLY the basics, but poetry,
music and other essentlals arc In-
terwoven throughout the school day.

“Montessori huilds on the tdeas
that the child is like a tape recor-
der,” sald Sharmella, who teaches
younger children.

The youngsters tessons are like a
set of building blocks, which eventu-
ally make the person, she added.
“The cavironment is really geared to
their needs.”

The Montessor] method stresses
d of self and
children to teach onc another. The
materials are hands-en; many at the
Hills school are handmade by teach-
ers.

“The word is enticement, the word
Just Jook at the colors,”

Rysn Goth, tirst grader, is learning to Identity and understand
the characteristics of various fish.

‘Thomas added, as he walked around
an area filled with preschoolers and
kindergarteners. All were learning
hands-on with words, numbers, maps
and pletures.

Although most of the children at
The Maria Montessori Center begin
at young ages and progress to the ¢l-
ementary leve), some come from the
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Montessori makes worid for children
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Brian Campbell, first grade teach to his about the changing seasons.
‘Montessori builds on
the ideas that the child

public school system. The Kerbawys  school system. PO

said this is not a problem, with Parents also stay involved. They is like a tape recorder.’ .

parental cooperation. donated and installed playground —Sharmella Kerbawy

Most of the students leaving grade equipment last fall, and are always teacher .

six move on to other private schools,
although some move into the public

encouraged to visit during the school

day, the Kerbawys Said. The Maria Montessori Center

Farmington Hills

Maria Foster, teacher, works with John Sloan lil, 4, who is learning the shape
of geometric solids by touch inatead of sight.

Some cable users to

By Joanne

staff writer Beginning March 1,
Lu; gu'::l s.%o%:r 2s,ooobtmeulov1- subscribers of the

slon of Oaklan unty cable televi-

slon subseribers will tune Into the Dfsne;v and ‘_’ASS

beneflts of 2 new . P services will

mnegtl’mﬁns l\?rgm subsc;’lben of  pay less, said Robert
e Disney an remium ser-

vices will pay less, puld Robert McCann, MetroVision

McCann, MetroVision general mana- general manager.

ger.

‘The adjustment means that those
subscribing to PASS at $9.95 a
month will pay $8.95. Those sub-
scribing to Disney at $9.95 will pay
$6.50 a month, McCann sald,

Unilke other cable companies in
the Detrolt area, MetroVision s not
increasing its basic service cable
rates, “We think becauwse of the
growth, particularly in Farmington
Hills and Novi, we are able to held
the costs down,” McCann sald.

MetroVision officials informed the
Southwestern Oakland Cable Com-
misslon Feb. 9 that rates would be
adjusted for the two premium ser-
vices, sald Judith Kral, admlistra-
tive assistant to Lark Reld, SWOCC
exccutive director.

e e ——————

pay less

control and cable guide free.

Kral said that she had received
only one complalnt about the effect
of the adjustment on the premium
packages.

Basic rates will remain as follows:
tier I (channels 1-22) $2.45 monthly;
tier If (channels 1-36) $5.45; tler 111
(channels 1-63) $12.45 monthly.

About 99.9 percent of all sub-
seribers take tier 111 service. The av-
erage bes to 1.6

“It was a business decision the
company felt they were justified in
making,” Kral sald.

SUBSCRIBERS who have premi-
um package services, such as Dls.
ney, PASS and a movie service, for
example, might see an increase. For
example, right now in the three-pay
package, Disney Is $7.50 and PASS is
$7.50. That would mean a stight in-
crease for both under the adjusted
rates, Kral sald.

Subscribers will still receive a dis-

premlum services, McCann sald.

Last year, MetroVislon increased
the basic rate for tier Il from $10.45
to $12.45, That Increase was expect-
ed in light of government deregula-
tion, the 1984 Cable Communications
Policy Act, that took effect Jan. 1,
1987, .

The new law enables cable televi-
slon companies to increase their
monthly rates without obtainlng ap-
proval from local government units
that hold the cable television fran-

chises.
MetroVision provides cable ser-
vices to in Novi, Farming-

count with the p P
For three or more premium ser-
vices, subscribers receive a $2.70
discount and they recelve the remote

ton Hills and Farmington. The cable
commission represents the three cit-
les.

campus pipeline

If you have news from a col-
lege, university or other campus
of higher education — and there's
a Farmingten-area connection —
we'd like to hear from you 20 we
can share your news ftem with

* other Farmington Observer read-
ers, Send {tems to; Campus Pipe-
line, Farmington Observer, 33203
Grand River, Farmington 48024,
©® NEW GRADUATES

Joseph Smith of Farmington Hills
graduated from Eaatern Michigan
Unlversily, Ypsiianti,

Farmington Hills resident Sydney
Covert recelved an ate of arls
degree in the legal assistant field
from Mercy College of Detroit.

Farmington resident Cheryl Gris-
som recelved an assoclate of sclence
degree in nursing from Mercy Col-
1lege of Detroit.

® DEAN'S LIST
Amy Smith, freshman, and San-
geeta Gandhl, saphomore, both from
the Farmington area, were named (o
the dean's list at Kalamazoo College.
Melissa Degrazia, Michele Eshka-
nlan, Erlc Maurer and JI11 Baakl, all

from the Farmington arca, were
named to the dean's list at Central
Michlgan University,

John Glimer of Farmington Hills
was named to the dean's list at West.
ern Michigan University. He is a
1987 North Farmington High School
graduate.

Farmington Hills vesidents Allan
Curtls, Kevin Harmala, Janette
Fleck and Sarah Juntunen were
named to the dean's list at Northern
Milchigan University.

Kathryn Dicbolt of Farmington
Hills was named to the dean's list at
Siena Helghts Cotlege, Adrian.

® DISPLAYS PHOTOS

Bridgette Klym of Farmington is
among students from Alblon College
who had photography on display In
the Print Gallery at the Alblon Col-
lege Bobbit Visual Arts Center,

Klym, a 1984 graduate of Farm-
ington Hills Mercy High School, is a
senlor.

The photography chosen for the
exhiblt was selected by Alblon Col
lege hcultly Jlmmberx from work

leted In the H

Three Farml rea reslde
were named to the dean's list at
Northwood Inst!tute, Midland. They
are Karen Dennison and John
Kreiter, both senlors, and Sheryl
Newton, a freshman.

Thomas Stucber of Farmington
Hills was named to the dean's list at
Hamline University, St. Paul, Minn.

Beth Rader of Farmington was BCry,

named {o the dean's list at Lenoir-
Rhyne College, Hickory, N.C.

to pko-
tography clazs,
©® WINS AWARD

Frank Bonasso of Farmihgton
Hills has received a student service
award from the University of De-
trolt Schoal of Dentistry.

The award recognized Bonasso's
scholastic and extracurricular

Aralnee in oral and ‘maxiliofacial sur-
ery, Bonasso recelved (he Clinlcal

Achtevement Award in Fixed

Prosthodontics In 1987,

]

it’s the ep,j'r
. Winter
SALE

Save 20 ., 50%

on every area rug & wall to wall carpet

Our phone has been ringing off the hook. People are asking
when does your famous Winter Sale start. Well the answer is
right now. It's our famous WINTER SALE with markdowns
that will really warm you up. Save 20-50% on everything.
Hand Woven Orientals, Oriental designs from Karastan &
Couristan etc., beautiful Contemporary rugs including cus-
tom made...Country Braids, Reversible Dhurries, South
Western rugs, Fur Throws, Pillows, Hand Painted Chinese
wallpanels, and the list goes on. At BEST you will find the
most exciling collection of area rugs anywhere. And that's
only the beginning.

All of our Famous brands of Wall-to-Wall carpeting are on
sale from companies like Karastan, Lees, Cabin Cralt,
Maslund, Philadelphia and Galaxy in “warming"” colors &
textures. Our sales staff at BEST look forward to this WINTER
SALE as much as you do — they know it will be easy selling
with some of the BIGGEST markdowns of the year. So don't
miss out on this great opportunity.

Exeallneein Syl Quality & Coafiomanship of Fine Aves Rugs & Wallto Wiall Canputing

E@j csisrpgoo £ areg. Fugs

1030 N, Wpodwa.ld Ave., just South of 12 Mile in Royal Oak
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