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City rivals
clash on
court

Katle Doll of Farmington
Hills Harrison {above) goes
alrborne In preparation for
an attempted spike Monday
night when the Hawks took
on Farmington In voileyball.
Doll and her teammates
prevailed in three games
over the Falcons, 15-4, 13-
15, 15-8. Harrison teammate
Lisa Donovan (8) awaits the
outcome of Doli's spike.
Farmington's Katie
McDonold {bslow) passes
the ball to a teammate. The
two toams, along with North
Farmington, wilt get togeth-
er again at 3:45 p.m.
Wednesday, Fob. 24, when
the Observer sponsors Its
sannual meet at Farmington
High School.

RANDY BORST/ataft photographer

Cage rivals collide
for net title this time

Livonla Ladywood and Farmington Mercy, longtime
rivals on the basketball court, will battle tonight for a
title of a different kind.

The two teams meet at 7:30 p.m. at Harper Woods
Bishop Gallagher to declde the volleyball title in the A-
B Division of the Catholle League.

Both teams swept through the first two rounds of the
Central Divislon playolfs Monday night to get to the

finals.

L«d 0od, the No. 1-ranked team In Class A, defeated
Soumgatc Aqulnus, 15.5 and 15-4 in the quarterﬂnal:
before ousting Harper Woods Reglna In three games,
13-15, 15-1 and 15-1.

Mercy got by Dearborn Divine Child, 15-1 and 15-5,
and downed Harper Woods Blshop Foley in the semifl-
nals, 15-12, 13-15 and 15-3.

“We split with them during the regular season, so It
looks like it will be an exclting match tonight,"” Mercy
coach Tim DeBellso sald. “I hope we play our best. I
know my girls will be exclted to get at them.”

LADYWOOD, 42-2 overall, breezed to fts opening-
round win over Aquinas. Setter Mary Kelly's 15 assists
led the rout and Corinne McNamara became the recipi-
ent of those passes, recording six kills.

Regina defeated Ladywood In the first game of the
semifinal, but a key block by Maurcen Knittel In the
second game Ignited the Blazers' charge.

Knittel had four service aces in the second game
against Regina, and Sarah Adzima recorded eight kllls
out of 17 attempls In the Regina match,

Serving took the spotlight for Mercy in its first-round
win over Divine Child, but front-line and back-line play
sparkled for the Marlins In the semi-final against Bish-
op Foley,

Meg Plnkerton reglstered flve ks in 15 attacks in
the three-game win over Foley. DeBeliso added that
Mercy rececived fine play from back-lire performers
Lyan Elliott Christy Johnson and Kristin Orlandont.

Redford Bishop Borgess, the other Observerland team
in the Central Division playol{s, was ousted by Foley in
the quarterfinals, 15-5 and 15-7.

LIVONIA STEVENSON ralsed its overall mark Men-
day to 27-4, defeating Walled Lake Western, 15-13, 6-15
and 154 In a crossover game In the Western Lakes Ath-
letic Assoclation.

Sue Zatorsk! led visiting Stevenson with scven kllls,
and Rence Bonser added two blocks and four kills. Jen-
ny Stadewskl, Sherry Jahns and Chris Slanaker excelled
in the serving department, collecting a combined seven
service aces,

In another key WLAA match, Plymouth Salem upset
Western Dlvislon leader Livonia Churchill, 15-13, 9-15,
15-11,

Asaka Motowyma led the visiting Rocks with 14 kills,

Blazers end Stevenson
reign in S’craft tourney

By Brad Emons
staff writer

Ladywood’s Tom Teeters has been
running the Schooleraft College vol-

Racka’s shooting spurs
Panthers past Raiders

By C.J. Risak
slalf writer

Home court advantage? For

whom?
game be-

basketball

polnted by HPCC 21-8 over a six-
minute span as the gap grew to 78-

9.
OCC RALLIED, convincingly. A
ilackn three-pointer gave HPCC a

Last night's
tween the Eastern Conferenee front.
runners, Hightland Park Community
College and Oakland CC, was played
at OCC. But the way HPCC's Tony
Racka shot the ball, It would have
been hard to tell.

Racka pourcd In a carcer-high S0
points, Including cight three-
painters, In sparking the Panthers to
2 113-108 victory that wraps up tho
conference title for HPCC,

Racka's pinpolnt outslde shooting
was phenomenal, but magbo that's
-not 30 surprising, After all, the soph-
“omore guard graduated from Farm-
‘Ington High. OCC's Farmington
Hills-based gymnasium and Racka
are hardly strangers,

“I played here a Jot in Lhe sum-
mer,” he aclmowledzcd. “1 know it

pretty well.”

*  PRETTY WELL? Racka's shoot-
inz was pivotal for the Panthers. Ho
connected on threo lreys before the
game was cight minutes uld. the last
glvlng his team a 24-20

got into gur For five
mlmltu starting at the 1209 mark
B 0

— when Racka made his third three-
polnter — OCC outscored the Panth.
ers 21-4 to go ahead 41-28. Derrick
Williams and Carson Butler each
contributed aix polnts in um Ralder
surge.

But HPCC swltched defenses,
golng to & hnlf-court trap, and the
switch paid

7-polnt with 11:34 to go,
but a 15-3 Ralder run cut that defleit
to five with seven minutes left. Tho
Panthers answered, however, push-
Ing thelr lead back up {0 13 before a
final OCC blitz.

Eric Buller'’s defense ignited the
Ralders’ ftna) fling, which pulled
them to within 101-99 on a Sam
Smith basket with 1:40 left. But that
was It; In a one-minute span, HPCC
brtl::(e l:m:uzh OCC's press, forced a

of

The Panthers outscored OCC 27-7 for
the rest of the half, with James Gll-
Tesple getting 30 {he finished with 28)
of those. HPCC led 5548 at the

break.

“Wo gencrally go to that defense
about that time every game,” sald
HPCC assistant coach y Wat.
kins, “We'll atay with it unt.u half-
time, then switch. But wo saw they
fznldn't handle it, 30 wo stuck with

The Raiders never did solve tho
Panthers’ defenslve purzle, After
Williams opened the necond half
with o three-polnter, OCC was out-

P

pal and scored 10
llnlght points to lco the win.

‘We just broke down," sald OCC
coach Lynn Reed, whose Ralders are
now 19-8 overall and 124 [n the con-
ference. “We had a big lead and they
put half-court pressure on us, and wi
gdn L bandle it.. And we lhonld

Smith’s 28 poln!.l pnood oce. Wi
Uams had 23, Carson Butler 19, Reg.
gla Anderzon 14 and Erle Butler ll.
ocher double-flgure scorers

HPCC (228 overall, 141 In the eon—
fcrence) were Clifford Hall with 286,
Hmzou.l with 14 and Ear] Lewls
wl 5

v

leyball tournament for years, but as
a coach, he had never won it.

That all changed Saturday as the
Blazers lived up to thelr No. 1 Class
A ranking In the state polls, outlast-
iez:’g 29 other teams to win the covet.

e.

It also ended Livonia Stevenson's
four-year reign as champlon.

Ladywood broke the Spartans'
dominatlon with a resoundlng 15-1,
15+ victory In the quarterfinals In a
rematch of last year’s final. Lady-
wood then went on quickly to defeat
Redford Blshop Borgess in the semi.
finals (15-6, 15-5) and Dearborn
Edsel Ford in the champlonshlp
match (15-8, 15-1} that only lasted 25
minutes. See

volleyball

any. There's no way we have the
llrupowur or blocking that they

"Whal was dlsappolnting was that
we served terribly, We didn’t help
ourselves with good serving. We dug
ourselves a hole and you can't play
defense all the time agalnst a team
like Ladywood. Also, our set selece
tions were terrible.”

Stevenson's two top hitters, Laura
Brown and Sue Zatorski, were sty-
mied in thelr efforts, but so was ev-
eryone else who played against the
Blazers.

Borgess coach Jei

erry
gave his endorsement of the newly

“It's been 15 years and I think we
carned it,” sald Teeters, whose team
is 40-2 overall. “But it took a lot of
hard work and repetition.”

Ladywood's play agalnst Steven.
son was nearly flawless. The Blazers
frustrated the § with their
relentless digging. One big defenslve
play, in partleular, led tn & string of
seven unanswered poin

“IT'S ALWAYS disappelnting
when the returning champlon can’t
get past the quarterfinals,” said Ste-
venson coach Lee Cagle. “But there's
no question Ladywood is the better
team year. We lost two key peo-

ple last year and they dldn't lose

crowned
“They're smart and they have ex-
perience,” he said, “They block well
and they dink well. We bad a hard
time putting the ball on the noor
They were really digging them up.”

KEYING THE LADYWGOD at-
tack was Mary Kelley and Corinne
McNamara, whom Teeters calls
“one of the best one-two bl

tions around.”

“Mary Kelley's setling has km-
proved druucnlly ' said the Lady-
wood coach. “We don't have a lot of
standout hitters, but Mary Is also one
of our best."

Please tumn to Page 2

ADVANCE SALE
TICKET

REG. 4%
i, NOW 3%

Iwantto suve $1.00 on the regular adull box office price - plus an extra
entry for the *House of Nails** contest. Please send me the following tickets
" toihe Builders Home Flower Fumiture Show:

BUILDERS SAVE 5100
{HOME

A

—_Adultlickets@*3.00each. Tolal$.
_ . Senior Citizen'stickets@$2.00
each (65 yrs. and over Mon.
thru i, only) Totals_____
— Student's(é61o 12yrs.)lickels $2. 00 Totals.
Kids under égetin FREE

Enclosed is my check or money order fot S,

Also Included is my sel-addressed stamped envelope in which fo return
- my tickets and entries for *'House of Nails’* contest,

Mail {o: Bullders Association of Southeastern Michigan.,
30376 Northwestem Hwy,, Sulte 100, Farmington Hills, M1 48018

. ENTER *"HOUSE OF NAILS'’ CONTEST. WIN $20,000!'
.!- 5 IIIII!-.IIIII-.-FII




