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“We can do just about anything
for them except where it involves
money,” Harrls said.

ON SATURDAYS, patrons imay
stif} use the two contract stations
in the Farmington area. The con-
tract statlon in Farmington hills is
in the Guaranty Federal Savings
Bank, 31550 Northwesteen High-
way, and is open 9 a.m. to 1 p.mm.
The Farmington station Is in
Farmer Jack In the Farmington
Crossroads shopping center, 22128
Farmington.

“We sign a centract with them to
do business, They are like a postat
unit but on a smaller basis,” Harris

Post office cuts
Saturday hours

noon. “It appears that Saturday

.. when you get down to actual
number of people involved, it's the
lightest day of the week,” Harris
said.

Mondays are the busiest day of
the week, foltowed by Fridays, he
added.

The Saturday closings have af-
fected the postal staff. Some jobs
have been restructured, Harrls
said.

The closings, however, ar¢ not
expected to prompt employee
layoffs. “Other cuts will come from
not filling vacant posltions, fewer
hours for part-time flexible em-
ployces, cutting down on travel and
tralnlng costs, and not :lpdﬂﬁ"x

said. "They (; are not

ploy
postal people.”
Harris said he expects some pa-
trons to be annoyed. Yet on Satur-
days, the busiest time is 10 am. to

ized eq e
sald. “No layoffs are antlcipated.”

Staff writer Mary Rodrique
coniributed to this report,

EDC shifts gears, but remains
committed to jobs, prosperity
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As of January 1987, changes in the
new federal tax code eliminated
commercial and office development,
the majority of Farmington Hills'
non-residentlal tax base, from tax-
exempt bond financing. As of Janu-
ary 1988, the EDC also can no longer
issue bonds for industrial and manu-
facturlng devetopment, of which the
city has little.

THE INDUCEMENT [er business
was that developers could finance
bulldings and equipment at lower
rates than those offered by commer-
cial lenders because bond pur-
chasers did not have to pay state or
federal taxes on interest earned,
MeConnell said.

Now, the state controls what mon-
ey Is available from the federal gov-
crnment for bond financing for de-
velopment. That means the Farm-
ingten Hills EDC is “in line with
every other community In the state
for that funding.

The EDC has devoted
more than $40,000 to
three mafor plannii

Hills slates block grant hearing

By Joanne Mallszewski
stalf writer

“WE TRIED to hold rchab at about the same
level and take the (5 percent) loss in capital im-

Farmington Hills will get less in federal Com-
munity Devetopment Block Grant program mon-
cy this year than It did last ycar.

“They keep extending it, but reducing it," said
Richard Lampi, Farmington Hllls community de-
velopment manager, referring Lo the federal pro-
gram that's 1ly targeted for

A public hearing is scheduled for 7:30 p.m. Mon-
day, March 21, In the council chambers, Farming-
ton Hills city hall, 31555 11 Mile, to discuss the
clty's 198898 allocation.

City officlals expeet to receive $297,000 in mon-
¢y from the federal Department of Houslng and
Urban Development. That’s 5 percent less than
last year.

pr " Lampl said.

Of the total, $191,000 will be distributed to the
rehabilitatlon program, $103,000 for capltal Im-
provements and $39,000 for adminlstratlon.

Of last year's $348,000, housing rchabilitatlon
received $191,000, capltal improvements $118,000
and administration $39,000, which pays for sala-
rles, supplies and legal notlces.

In 1967-88, 20 housing rehabllitation projects
were completed and five are stil) in progress, The
programn helps homeowners, whose eligibllity is

e d by income, their houses
with improvements such as new roofs, healing,
plumnblng and clectrical installations.

Eligible residents recelve low-interest or
deferred loans and grants needed to complete im-

In additlon to its annual all the clty has
aboul $36,000 from repayment of low-Interest
1oans awarded through the federally funded hous-
ing rehabilitatlon program. That brings the total
avallable for program adminlstration, housing re-
habllitatlon and capltal improvements in the
city's low-and moderate-income areas to
$333,000,

At the public hearing, city officials plan to show
how they wlll distribute the $333,000. They pro-
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Lampi expects that by June, the housing pro-
gram will run out of its 1987-88 allocation. Unlike
past years, however, this year the program
recelved many carly loan repayments, "We've
been In a pretty good position,” he sald.

As in past years, city offlclals plan to use block
grant money for capital improvements In the low-
and moderate-lncome areas. At this point, “ne

pose to the same {evel for
housing rehabliltation as they dld last year, Lam-
pisald.

The EDC has devoted more than
$40,000 to three major planning ef-
forts along Northwestern Highway,
12 Mile and Grand River.

efforts along
Northwestern Highway,
12 Mile and Grand
River.

“A project has to be reaily good to
get in order to get that approval,
And It's also a sltuation of the clock,
If you're not on the schedule and
timed in properly, you won't be con
sidered.” McConnell said.

The tax changes don't mean that
the EDC has gone out of buslness, It
has turned its attentlon now to pute
ting money from EDC applications
over the years back Into the commu-
nity.

The Nor plan targets
landscaplng improvements along the
medlan and edges. A computerlzed
plan for 12 Mite analyzes proposed
rights-of-way aquisition for a
planned boulevard from Farmington
to Haggerty roads.

The 12 Mlle plan was started In
hopes that It would speed up Oakland
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have come In and said they need a
project,” Lampi sald. In the past, block grant
money has helped improve roads and drainage.

City staif has targeted certain improvemcnts
as potential projects for block grant money In
1988-89. They Include storm drainage Improve-
ments in Regal Orchards subdivislon, on Randall
and Parker, belween Colfax and Folsom, and
sidewalks.

OTHER PROPOSALS are Intersection apron
Instattations along Nine Mite at Cora, Haynes and
pringbrook; storm sewer on Rhons-
wood, west of Gill; storm system Improvements
on Grayling and Rhonswood; and Robinson paving
and dralnage improvements.

City offictals are studylng whether block grant
moncy can be used to pay for subdivision entrance
slgns or markers In the low- and moderate-in-
come arcas.

Mayor Jody Soronen recently asked the Farm-
ington Hills Beautification Commission to consid-
er how the mature neighborhoods, those devel-
oped before the onslaught of subdivisions fn the
1960, could put themselves on the map.

Many of (he mature areas of the eity are with-
out a definite and recognizable ldentity, Seroncn
suggested naming the arcas, erecting entrance
markers and perhaps landscaping to give the old-
er areas [dentity.

“We're looking at it. It may qualify in certain
areas,” Lampl said, “We may meet with HUD of-
ficials."

SALE NOW IN PROGRESS
Southfield Store Only

WARE’

Bally Newcomb will enip your ohild's silhouette
February 18, 12 -7 p.m.‘, 19, 2.;0. 22, 23, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Livonia
Mounted on quality art paper, these silhouettes make lovely
gifts for special loved ones. Full figure, 822. Duplicats, 810.

Head, $12. Duplicate, $8. R.8.V.P, 801-76086, ext. 263.

Jacobsons

H . Shop until ® p.m. on Thuraday and Friday
Until 8 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wedneaday and Saturday

HOUSE SALE!

SAVINGS OF 10% to 75%

e A |

WE MUST REDUCE OUR INVENTORY AT ALL COSTS!
save B1G oN WOMEN'S & CHILDREN'S SHOES & BOOTS!

County's Improvement process along SPECIAL VALUES AT: o
the thoroughfare. The road Is not on ° °
the county's three-year Improve-
ment list, °
A third project involves the beau-
tlfleation of the median along Grand
River. “We're hoping this seed mon-
ey wiil generate interest on the part
of property owners (to improve their
areas) on Grand River, since that’s ¥ axyy 2157 PAIRS THAT MUST GOI
an :nlrancc to our city," McConnell FREE BALLOONS FOR THE KIDS!
. 3 amuemcaesy —seore oty Y,
2 |nike-sporto ] | mots Boots Se '
3 2iPS+ PEAKS KANGAROOS 200G CH&I;‘DDRFEN'S
PARIGI 8RO
DONT Miss
H vaes 10 339% | | vaives 10 $49%° vakesto 160%| | s oxer
Evergreen Plaza wilouRs e
12 Mile & Evergrosn HOMVER,BAT 108
SOUTHFIELD+558-3580  SUN. 12-5
ALL SALES FINAL s EXCLUDES PREVIOUS SALES
wsun reaHHOES
| =< S—————

T

O P

F L

O O R

SAVE 40%
on LEES

DUPONT STAINMASTER*
CARPETS

Regulatly from $21.95 a yard, all Lees
Stainmaster Carpets are now on sale at
AR. Kramer starting from just $12.95 a
yard, They'ie wananted against staining
fora full five years. Infact, most food and
beverage spills wipe up with plain de-
tergent and water — even after drying
24 hourst And they offer superior soil
and static resistance, too, Come in and
choose your Lees Stainmaster Carpet
from our vast selection of colors and
styles today. Sale ends March Sth.

15986 Middlebelt « Livonia « 522-5300
{between 5 and 6 Mile Roads)
OPEN MON, WED., THURS & FRI. 9-9;
TUES & SAT. 9-6.

*DuPont Certification Mark




