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The art community
was special concern

By Corinne Abatt
staif writar

Mary Beard's death from cancer last week
leaves the metropolltan art communily minus one
of its strongest member/supparters. As an arist,

In 1979, she wanted me to also pop Into the studios
of several struggling, young artists in the same
building, just to give them some encouragement.
The “Speed Serles” opened at the Cornel! Club of
New York City that April,

She had !nng bean interested in outer space both

she liked to call herself an

Putting it another way, she liked to move well
ahead of the crowd, to work new materials with
new processes or 1f she used tradittonal paint and
canvas, to deal with subjects on the outer reach of
time and space.

She studied art at Center for Creatlve Studies
when It was known as Society of Arts and Crafts
and later at Cranbrook Academy of Art. In the 50s
she was a member of the Hyzolist group of artists
whose art happening at the geodesle dome at
Northland Center shook up the scasibilitles of dle-
hard traditionallsts.

As Mary talked about that in one of about five
interviews I did with her, she smiled and said,
*“We shocked everybedy when a guy in a G-string
jumped out of a box all painted and we released a
bunch of chickens In the dome."

When she was dlrector of exhibitlons at the
Pontiac Art Center, she just assumed 1 would

want to cover her trlp to Jackson Prison to pick

out paintings for a show of prison art.

My daughter, Cynthta, went along as our photo-
grapher and Mary led her little parade of peaple
in through gates and clanglng prison doors as if
she had a Brownie troop on nature hike.

SHE LIKED to plan exhiblts and she dld it well,
but she was also doing the woman-artlst balanc.
ing act — tendlng to famlly responsibilities and
trylng to find time for her own career as an artlst.
And she was always supportive of other artists.

When 1 went to her Pontiac studlo to look at
some of the paintings in her “Speed Serles” carly

arti: ly. The abstract images

which she dhl on Mylar panels through a photo
chemieal process related to that.

She showed these at the Ward-Nesse Gallery of

New York City in the late 70s. She liked lhem asa
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total rather than as orks.
of art, snylng, *“T'o me, they are llke doors going to
other worlds.”

BY THE EARLY ’'80s, Mary was looking
toward the stars. Her serles “Think Space,’ ‘was
exhiblted at University of Michlgan and Midland
Center for the Arts and 2 number of the paintings
went into corporate collectlans and public build-

ings such as the Renaissance Center, the Kresge |

Eye Center and City National Bank of Detroit.

‘When an exbibltlon of her palntings on space
toured from onc space center to another around
the country, It was another first and she loved it.

She liked to keep her roles as wife, mother and
grandmother separate from her carcer as artist
and art impesarlo. The last major exhibit she
planned was “Immortalization,” a show of work
by Center for Creative Studles alumni that opened
In 1986 at Detroit Historical Muscum, Proceeds
from the posh opening night party went to the
school.

Looking at Mary with her curly gra y hair,
ready smile, often mod, colorful outfits that were
as much costume as clothes, It was casy to forget
that she thought in grandoise dimenslons and on a
monumental scale. She didn't age. She grew. She
didn't just llve — she created, she shared, she In-
spired.

Concert reinforces faith
in future of modern music

By Avigdor Zaromp
spoclal wrlter

Few symphony orchestra programs feature ex-
clusively 20th-century music. However, one such
program was presented by the Detroit Symphony
Orchestra a few wecks ago, featurlng works by
Stravinsky and Shostakovich and another was giv-
en last week.

The two major works on the latter were the
Piano Cencerto No. 2 by Bartok and the Sympho-
ny No. 5 by Prokofiev, The program opened with
a less familiar work — “Dream Waltzes” by the
American composer Steven Stucky (b. 1948).

Guest conductor David Zinman has traditional
1y cnjoyed a close rapport with the musiclans as
well as with the audience in his other visits here.

This time there was an added dimension to hls
tles here. As music director of the

helplng that orchestra reach financial health fol-
lowing a 16-week walkout, an experience that Is
relevant to our own situatlon.

PROGRAMS FEATURING 20th-century music
can be appeallng if the works are well-wrltten
and the performers are up to the task. The quality
requirement was deflnltely fulfilled in the two
major works.

Opinions on the Stucky work may differ, but I
dida't find it parllcularly appealing. Among its
more were brief
from Brahms and Richard Strauss, which tend to
underscore the feeling that the work has little
original merit,

Bartok’s Plano Concerto No. 2 isn't unlversally
embraced. But the treasures of this work are ac-
knowledged by most of those with musleal back-

Symphony Orchestra, Zinman was tnstrumental in
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FROM $99,000 TO $282.000

Lakefront Liviﬁg

« Individual Ranch Units available up to 3300 Sq. Fr.

« Nearly 1000’ of Sandy Beach on one of Michigan’s cleanest lakes

o Large All Sports Lake with Marina facilities and several adjoining lakes
» Optional Permanent Boat Docks

The value is what makes ADAMS LANDING
such a geeat invesument. This value is irs lnke-
feont location with nppmxlmnel a thousand
feet of soft, sandy beach; its suik F architec-
ture; its 1uxury amenities; its quality design
and construction.

With-the recent completion of the matching
brick fence, yous envronmem is that of com-
plete privacy and seclusion yet convenience to
all services .., another good investument,
Whatwearedevelopingat ADAMSLANDING
is o homaesite that leaves time and room to
live your life to its fullest,

The new height of elegance achieved will en-
compass one of Oakland county’s finest come
munities at one of Michigan’ :?:nul beaches,
formerly Sandy Beach.

Club House - Pool area. Artlats conception anly - not exactly a» pictured.
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NOTTINGHAM FOREST

BLOOMFIELD HILLS

FRANKLIN HILLS COUNTRY CLUB Beautifully cared-for tamlly home features 4 bedrooms, Hickory Heights aree. Immaculale ranch on a besutiful BEAUTIFUL POOL AREA

corner lot, Updated kilchen, 3 bedrooms, family room,

OVERLOOKS THE 6TH HOLE. GREAT DESIGN FOR
ENTERTAINING, FEATURES 45 BEDROOMS, 5%
BATHS, LIBRARY AND SUNROOM. WALK-OUT LOW-
ER LEVEL FANILY ROOM WITH WET BAR, GAME
ROOM, WORK AREA. BUILT-INS, CENTRAL VAC AND
MORE. SPACIOUS HOME ON HARD-TO-FIND
GROUNDS. $319,000 H-20837

2% balhs, spacious kitchen with bay, master bedroom
$269,900

with fiteplace and so much mots.

Schools. $143,900 H24399

UPDATED WITH STYLE
Populer colonial deakgn with fine Barber carpeting, veril-
cal blinds, gisaming hardwood, 4 bedrooms, family room
with fireplace. Populsr Southfield location! $34,900
H-25352

* BIRMINGHAM FARMS
Features 3 bodmmu, {amily room with fireplace snd raw
Berber carpeting, den, custom kitchen, vaulted foyer.
Bloomfield Hifls deoo!l. REDUCED $139,900 H-22781

Hannett Inc. Realtors

OPEN SATURDAY &
Y 2

ity anclosed screened porch and
HlNT CONDITION. Bloomfield Hills Bchools. mo,m

MOVE-IN CONDITION
Fabulous brick contemporary with LOFT cff of master
bedroom, calhedral callings, cak floors, new Barber car-
ﬁ”m builtin stereo Boautiful Jolt $189,000

e
16200 AMHERSY, BIRMINGHAM
8. of 14 & E. of Pisrce}
Great Jocation with fenced yard snd new deck with out-

door lighting. Three bedrooms, central alr, living room
vl!h ﬂnplm, llmlry toorm. Low malntenance exterior.

2511 w. maple at cranbrook’ 646"6200 birmingham, mi. 48009

1-800-356-1172 .
cpnn mnnday !hrouah mdoy a.:o am.to8p.m,

saturday and sunday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

HILLSIDE RANCH WITH WALK-OUY TO PRIVATE
FREE-FORM POOL AREA..BACKED BY SECLUDED
WOODED AREA. GREAT DESIGN FOR ENTERTAIN-
ING. CUSTOM-BUILT GNE OWNER HOME WITH AT-
TENTION PAID TO THE SMALLEST DETAIL. LOVELY
PRIVATE BLOOMFIELD HILLS LOCATION. $425,000
H-23808

BWIM THIB SUMMER
In & popular West Bloomtieid areal Beautifulty maintained
home with 18x32 INGROUND POOL for your summer en-
Joyment. Blrmingham Schools. $159,900 H-23550
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