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FISCAL YEAR

Senators rip open
Blanchard’s budget

By Tim Richard
stafl writer

They're suspicious — In bath par-
ties.

Members of the state Scnate Ap-
propriatlons Committee last week
flred at the wrapplngs on Gov.
James J. Blanchard’s flscal 1989
budget. One foresaw a big tultlon In-
crease for Oakland University stu-
dents because state aid Is short.

“I'll be glad to work with you,”
Shelby Solempn said seven or eight
times In his first meeting with the
Scnate pancl.

Soloman, who has been with the
governor since Blanchard's congres-
slanal days, is the new state budget
director, succeeding Robert Naftaly.

BIGGEST SENATORIAL com-
plaint was “supplementals” —

d's practice of

State Depariment of Managoment and Budget
Per-puplil state spending Is up in Gov. Blanc- poses $568.8 million In state schoo! ald, down
hard’s 1989 budget, but that's because there 16 percent from this year's $676.5 million.
will be fewer pupils. Blanchard actually pro-

School quality bills
derailed in Senate

a
tight-looking budget and then asking
additional, or supplemental, money
later In the year.

Sen. R. Robert Geake, R-North-
vilte, blistered low college funding in
a subcommittee meeting, predicting
higher tuitions at Oakland and Mich.
Igan State unlversities.

“On the face of it, Lhe governor
calls for a 1 percent Increase In high-
er education fundlng,” sald Geake,

“"What he doesn’t say is that the 1
percent [ncrease represents the res
taration of the 0.75 percent cut made
In this year's budget, which would

Thursdoy, Fabruory 18, 1888 O&K

“But that's not the worst. The ¢n-
tire 1| percent ‘Increase’ s ear.
marked for the new lultion asslst-
ance program for needy students.
The result Is that universitles will
recelve less discretionary money
than last year,”

Geake quoted OU officials as
warning students of a double-dight
tultion Increase §n spring after last
June's 7.3 percent hike,

AMONG OTHER blpartisan com-
plaints:

@ Chairman Harry Gast, R-St, Jo-
seph: “Seme leglslative prioritles
are at risk in the (governor's pro-
posed) $800 million bond Issuc (for
environmental cleanup) — particu-
larly If the voters don't approve it."

Solomon replicd that the budget
has Superfund matchlng money and
funds for toxle eleanups,

® Dan DeGrow, R-Port Huron:
“You anticipated 8,000 less students
{last year), But you had to put $38
million [n your mid-year (supple-
mclntal) because student count went
up.”

® Joe Conroy, D-Flint: Blanchard
has proj a pre-school program
for “at risk” 4.year-olds, “but I
struck on an clementary school hav-
Ing kindergarten go all day leng. It
was terrific for those withaut an ed-
ucational start at home. Instead of 4-
year-olds, think about an accelerated
program for 5-year-olds.”

By Tim Richard
staff wrltor

Minority Democrats, alded by a
handful of conservative Republi-
cans, derailed three educational
quallty bllls that were supposed to
run through the state Scnate Tues-

.

“It’s not our Intent to scuttle
them,” said Sen. Jack Faxon, D-
Farmington Hills, “but there is no
agreement on where to get the mon-
ey
And. conscrvative Republicans
such as Edgar Fredricks of Holland
feared “a move to centrallze author-
ity” in the state Department of Edu-
cation, calllng the package “educa-
tlonal protectlonism” for public

schools,

Sen. Rudy Nichols, R-Waterford,
branded both arguments “transpar-
ent and spurious.”

TWO KEY VOTES dealt surprise
defeals to Senate Majority Leader
John Engler, R-Mount Pleasant, who
had made school quallty “the Issue”
of 1988,

First, the coalition in a voice vote
refused to take up SB 548 requlring
local schoo) boards to make annual
educatlonal reports (see related sto-

ry).

Second, it rejected, 13 in favor and
18 against, SB 548 on annual im-
provement plants. After that, sena-
tors never got around to SB 547,

“This was the first ¢

ON THE ROLL call vote to reject
SB 548, Observer & Eccentrie sena-
tors voted:

#® Yes — Republicans Doug Cruce
?l ’groy and Rudy Nichols of Water-

ord.

® No — Democrats Jack Faxon
of Farmigton Hills and George Hart
of Dearborn; Republlcans Rlchard
Fessler of Commerce and Robert
Geake of Northvile.

 Not voting — Democrat Wile
llam Faust of Westland.

SOME REPUBLICANS, led by
Fred Dillingham of Fowlerville,
wanted to tie-bar the school quality
bills with a Senate bil} reducing reg-
ulations on church-related schoals.

That measure, SB 118, is bottled
up in the House Education Commit.
tee where chalrman William Kelth,
D-Garden City, won't take it up.
Kelth's office has been deluged with
non-stop telephone calls from church
forces.

On the Dillingham amendments,
area senators voted:

@ Yes — Republlcans Fessler and
Geake, with Cruce voting yes on one
and an excused absence on the other.

o No — Democrats Faust, Faxon
and Hart, and Republican Nichols.

The 3 school
quality bills

tion of the Harden C: -

said Engler, “The governor recom-
mended it In his State of the State
message. But now he’s lobbylng to
vote on it to cover up the lack of pro-
gram his party has in the House."

Gov, James J. Blanchard, 8 Demo-
crat, had plcked up many Republi-
can [deas in his message. But as a
condltlon, he insisted the Legisiature
must pass his four-year-old, $250
million “tax cquity” program —
higher taxes on banks and insurers,
an income tax on milltary pay and a
tax on large lattery winnings. Re-
publlcans oppose it as a business tax
Increase plan.

REPUBLICANS have tled the
school quailty bltls to a plan to guar-
antee $2,750 in school funding for
every pupll,

Faxon called the GOP plan unfale
because metropolitan Detrolt school
district costs are 22 percent higher
than the rest of the state's.

Engler also criticlzed Democratle
Sen. Chrls Dingell of Trenton who
voted for the school qunll'_iy bills in

Here are ive staff analyses
of three quality bills de-
bated by the Michlgan Senate:

@ 5B 547 requires local boards lo
make a “core"” curriculum conslsting
of required and elective courses
available to all puplls attending a
publie school. The “core” would in-
clude: career education, commuaica-
tion skills, computer sclence, foreign
language, health and physical educa-
tion, math, sclence, social studies,
visual and performing arts, voca-
tional education,

An amendment exempts non-pub-
lle schools, The state school ald act
provldes incentive funds.

@ SB 548 requires local boards to
develop and implement three- to
{lve-year school improvement plans
for each school in the district. Plans
would be based on state Board of Ed-
ucation models. An amendment re-
quires “proposed methods of maln-
talning classroom management."”

@ SB 549 requires local districts
to prepare and make public an annu-
al eduentional report, covering ac-
creditation status of every school,
core curriculum activities, student

the Senate
and against them on the floor,

dropout and retention
rates.

Fessler, Faust ask
more truck safety

‘Two suburban state senators are
forming a bipartisan front to reduce
what they call the alarming rate of
increase in truck accldents on Mich!-
gan ronds.

Sen. Richard Fessler, R-West
Bloomfield, is prime sponsor and
Sen. Willlam Faust, D-Westland, a
co-sponsor of a bill to establish a
truck driver safety fund,

1t's part of a
package of bills
almed at improv-
Bing iruck safety
unvelled last week
In umlng.-gme:
sponsors are Reps.
Curtls Hertel, D-
Detrolt, and E4
*Glese, R-Mania-

Son.Faust  tec.
“A major solu-
tion to reducing tho number of truck

aceldents Is to better educate our
truck drivers,” sald Fessler, chair-
man of the Senate Transportation
Committee. “It's imperative that we
ensure the safety of motorists who
arc coming to fear big trucks.”

Funds for the truck driver safety
bill would come from a $3 charge on
motor carrier licenses, of a
nine-bill transportation package
passed late in 1987,

Other bills In the new package
would:

® Require tarpautins on trucks
carrylng loose loads,

# Allow stiffer fines for violators
of trucklng regulations.

® Bring Michigan In line with
federal standards by allowing only a
single driver's licenss per truck driv-
er. This 1s almed at proventing drive
ers from “dlluting” thelr offenses
ncross several licenses.

represent only a 0.25 percent in-

crease.

you expect more supplementals?”
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Solomon: “Yes — In soclal ser-!
vices, especially the medicare area”’|

® Geake: “In soclal services,
there's no Increase in the program;
for foster care and runaway shel-i
lers. We're golng to pay 3.5 pereent!
more to soclal workers. How do we;
cat the Increase?" v

Solomon: “By reducing signifi-)
cantly the number of employees in;
soclal services. We're forelng the de-!
partment to work more efflcienty.™’ -

Desplte the assurances, Geake still;
fears a reductlon In services. MR

® Nick Smith, R-Hilsdale: “You!
kept your pisoner count low. You're:
$26 milllon short. The average in-
crease is 280 prisoners ‘a:
month. . . " I

Solomon: “1 disagree with the no-.
tion. We've taken our best estimate.” |

Chalrman Gast: "It leaves us won-*
dering if we're opening up to a new .
supplemental down the road.” :

 Connle Binsfeld, R-Maple City:
“You're ralsing the fees for state wa-»
ter Inspectors. We've trled to encous-2
age people to get their (well) water:
inspected. That is ralsing a barrier.”

Solomon: The growth rate of pro-
“in syne” with Lhe level
made . . . very, verys

® Gast: Workfare, the clvilian
conservatlon corps and other job.
programs are rcduced. But new prp-
grams are requested. “It seems it

® David Holmes, D-Detsolt: “Do  lsn't any good unless it's a new pro;

gram.’
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table with two 157 apeoned leaves.
Rew 8875, sale $749. 5"

Sade chairs frature splat backs with
carsed shell motif. Rew. £290,
wle $239, 320

Matching arm chairs, Re. £330,
sale $259. 10

B Qucen size spandic bed 1
crafied in lid Apgubachan white
fine with a clea, hand-histrewed
Sntique brown fish. Rey. 61l
Lale $499, 20
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SHOPPING CARD,

NORTHLAND AND
EASTLAND EVENT

Fr frb 19and Sar b 0

Leam fruxn the expern Vit with
reperentstives and watch srual cha
constrctaon from many of ot fine
femiure manufaturen.
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