Thursday, Fobruary 18, 1888 O&E

{Wb.T.R0,§ FI9A

No rush to vote on House ‘right to die’ bill’

By Tim Richard
stalt writer

A few sentences are holding up ac-
tion on a state “right to dic” bill in
which a terminally 1l patient could
glve someone elsc legal power of at-
torney to order removal of a life
support system.

“We're down to one, maybe two
sentences,” sald state Rep. Gerald
Law, R-Plymouth, a minority mem-
ber of the House Judiciary Commit-
tee,

Law jolns Rep. Nick Ciaramitaro,
D-Roseville, and Right to Life of
Michigan in holding out against a
section that would allow food and
water to be withheld from a terml-
nally ill patient.

“We're close,” said David Wiener,
an aide to state Rep. David Hollister,
D-Lansing, who has been

rible way to dic. People think It's in-
humane.”

Said Right to Life spokesman
Mark Schaeffer: “Our organization
wlll not support starvation and dchy-
dratlon to cause a patient’s death.”

Wiener sald the bill allows food
and water to be withdrawn only
when death is imminent and caused
by the disease, not by starvation-
dehydration,

POLITICALLY, cach side points a
finger at the other.

Holllster's bill has been reported
vut of the llouse Judiclary Commit-
tee and Is on what's known as “sec.
ond reading” — waiting in the wings
for its flrst floor debate.

The commnittee majority rejected
the rival version sponsored by
Claramitaro, supported hy Law and

g detalls end by Right

a “right to dle” bill In the House for
12 years.

Said Law this week: “Many think
withholding food and water is a ter-

to Life of MILMgan

“He (Hollister) hasnl the votes to
win in the House” said Law.
“Ciaramitaro’s groups have made

to where lhuy were three ycam ago.
Holllster’s haven't moved an inch.”

Hollister sces chances of his bill's
passing as 60-40 against, “Rlght to
Life is digging in,” he said.

Wicner sald, “There is no schedule
to take it to a vote, We don’t want to
get Into a floor fight. We're working
it out among the Interested parties.”

HOLLISTER DISLIKES the “right
to dle” phrase. He sees the bill as
ensuring a patient’s right to choose.

His bill (1B 4647) would add a new
sectivn 10 the state probate code. [t
would allow a patient to wrile a "du-
rable power of attorney"

isn't acting In the patlent’s
best interest.

With a law, a terminatly i}l patient
like the late Clifford Culham, 57, a
former contractor (rom Farmlington
Hills, wouldn't have had to fight for
a Circuit Court order {rom Judge
Davld Breck to be removed from
life-support systems. Breck on Dec.
15 had to assure health care provid-
ers they could do so “without Incur-
ting any criminal or clvil llabillty
undcr the laws of the state of Michi-
gan."

RLM spokesman Schaeffer said
his group has mo problem with the
Culham decision because Culham

LM

another person — cnlled the “patient
advocate’ — to make care, custody
and medical

was RI
about incompetent and comatose pa-
1lenu “It shn\lld allow protection of

the patlent’s behalf when the pallenl
is unable to participate in making
declslons,

‘The patient could revoke the pow-
er. So could a probute court at (he
request of someone who belleves the

an sald lhcre is a fear of rela-
tives hastening the death of a coma-
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tose paticnt for financial gain.

Hallister, pointing to 41 states
which have laws like the blll he's
sponsoring, said, “Modern medicat
technology has made it possible to
sustain peeple beyond the polnt at
which they can particlpate in decl-
sions regarding thclr Qwn care, cus-
tady and treatment.”

LAW SAID Michigan attorncys
“for years™ have been writing dura-
ble power of attorney papers.

“But not everybody (hospitals and
doctors) will accept them. Somv.- ac-
cept then routinely. Some don't.”

He said that i RLM's wording Is
accepted, he said, some attorneys
will have lo rewrite existing power

of attorney papers.

Wienier sald debate centered on
three differcnces:

® Withdrawing food and water,
which RLM opposes.

® Pregnant women — Ciarami-
taro's version says a patient advo-
cate cannot act to withdraw treat-
ment “for a patient who is pregnant
(where it) would be detrimental to
the embryo or fetus without the pro-
bate court’s approval.

Wicner sald thls sectlon of Hollis-
ter's bill stilt s being worked on.

® Palient's wishes — Ciarami-
taro’s version has the advocate act-
ing in the “best interests” of the pa-
tient. Holllster emphasizes the “'pa-
tient’s wishes.”
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AOVERTISEMENT

Last month, a Super Lotto Jackpot
reached nearly $29 million and the
dr-wmg';r:dund a record number of
winMu ring Second and Third place

rds, With many new players par-
ucn inx questions came tp on how to
lect Lnl\ery prizes, The following

ppy occasions.
Q: How doel u Lottery winner col-
lect pﬂm from Lhe various Lottery

A The proceas is easy, but varies by
game and prize amount. Prizes of $600
nr undcr from the jnstant gomes (the
off ones) can be claimed from ANY
LOﬂ‘TERY AGENT b{’rpreununx [
signed, winning Licket,
nnder!mmlheballlyﬂ D\n 4or5um
Lotto can be coll t:led
AGENTSELUNGTIIDSPGA“P,S

Q; What if the prize Is more thun

Aslfw prize lsover $600 but not u Super
.Lr.kwt winner, it ean be cluimed
tvm ways. A winner can go to any
tery agent wha sclls the game und r:ll
wln :Tlm form. The reuuler fllrwnnh
to the Lansing Lottet ce al
zh«k in mailed ta the wmrm in nbuul
34 wee!
Q: Whats the second way?
Al'h:gctd\apriu:b«kfm .8 witiner
e:uunnyo‘n\!n
IMluy omm lou! in Bridgeport,
Detsoit, Guyllnu. Lansing, Marguette,
Southfleld and {nmlu The claim is
usually proce: immediately and »
check Is given on the spof.
Q What If 'm a Jackpot winner?
A: Should you win nhlpxt:in.mn-
tact Lottery headquarters in Lansing to
makearrangementa to claim your prize.
The number is (517) 887-6840.
Juhpalw]nmmxtnenll recelve their
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