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Stephanie John of Mercy cuts & turn on the
Alpinc Valley slopes Thursday in the girls re-

Harrison seeking
to defend crown

By Dan O'Meara

staff wriler

North Farmington will be favored
to regain its title as champlon of the

volleyball

annual Observer meet
when the Ralders face F'nrmlnglon
and Harrison Wednesday.

The Ralders dered the tro-

and we root for each other,” sald
North coach‘hSandy Lublentecki, ebn;:
e

phy to Hnn'ison last year after win-
ning the tournament five of the pre-
vious six years, Farmington will be
host for this year’s event, which gets
under way at 3:45 p.m.

North has enjoyed the most suc.
cess thls senson than its city rivals,
and the Ralders loom as the favorite
based on earller victories over their

When the
1977, Harrison and Farmington won
alternating tltles before North en-
tered the champlonship plcture with
the first of four stralght victories in
1980. The Hawks won agaln in 1985
with the Ralders taking a record
{ifth win in 19886,

“Obviously, we would be the fa-
vorite, but we have a lot of respect

tween schools.

“IT'S BEEN A friendly rivalry. [
hope all three teams play thelr best
and show the respect and unity we
do have, Sure, we're rivals and want
to win, but we share a sport and a
community together, too.”

A key to North's success is that It
is blessed with four solid attackers
In Stephanie Knapp, Suzi Butcher,
Missy Bosscawen and Pam Kon-
Jarevich,

Lublenlecki knew she had two
proven players In Butcher and
Knapp coming into the season, but

Butcher missed the first half of the
season with an Injury,

Consequently, Knapp has become
the team lea dcr in hitting. Konjarev-
Ich is probably the most consistent
hitter, and Bosscawen Is second In
kill percentage behind Knapp,

The Raiders also bave two cxcel-
lent setters In Carrie Lee and Debble
Welntraub and have played a 4-2
llneup instead of the more conventl-
enal 5-1° to capitalize on that
strength,

WEINTRAUB HAS been outstand-
ing on the service line, and North has
scored 215 points off her serves this
season.

'e’'re much stronger than last
year,” Lublenlecki sald, “Pcople
dldn’t expect us to be as strong as we
are, but we're much improved.

“We have a terrific passing team,
and if ynu can pass well you can play
with anybody.”

and have
been an added plus, especially since

Please turn to Pago 2

Mercy falls in Catholic final

gional ski tournament. The Marlins had hoped

Marlins
take 3rd
in region

Farmington Hills Mercy's hopes
for a return trip to the girls state ski
ips met with
ment Thursday In the reglonal at Al-

pine Valley.

Bul it was only by a small margin

t the Marllns were nudged out of
the pleture. Mercy, the defending re-
gional champ, flnished third out of
14 teams, but only the top two ad-
vance to the state level,

“It was dlsappolnting for the
glrls,” coach Cass Zarlikowskl sald.
“They thought, for sure, they were
going to make It to the state champl.
onships,

“Evcn though she quallfied for u:;
individunl race, Beth Mclntosh w.
upset because the team dida't mnku
it," be added,

Mclntosh fintshed ninth in the sla-
lom race and will compete for the
benellt of her own galn at Marquette
on Monday, Feb. 29, The top four in-
dlviduals In cach cvent, excluding
members of qnaulylng teams, ad-

vance.
MIUuni Lukehnd won the reg,lonal

b3 e
N
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to repeat thelr victory of a yesr ago, but tin-
ished third and failed to qualify for state.

Deannn Senatore was Marcy's top skler In the giant slalom,

Hi
nd followed by Men:y and Eh:t
Lanslng,

THE MARLINS were dealt a set-
back In the slalom when of
thelr six akiers (the maximum for
cach team) fell coming down the
slopes. Had those mishaps not oc-
curred and one of the three finished
where sho rﬁlgbt nomullub'y be ﬁl‘ri
pected to, Mercy probably wor
have finished second and gone o
state, according to Zarllkowskl

Fnllnwl.ng Melntosh were Deanna
Senatore, Jennifer Moore and Sarah

. Frizzell In 10th, 16th and 47th place.

Slephnn!o John and Molly McDonald

9 10th overali in that event, She also was 10th in the

llnlom, one place behind Beth Mcintosh.

“also. In the giant slalom, Senatore

was 10th overall, Mclintosh 18th,
John 24th and Frizzel 26th,

Zarlikowsk! added the dliterence
In course conditlons between Alpine
Valley and the Marlins’ home base
at Mount Brighton posed a problem.
The regional took place on a flat
course, while the Mercy skiers are
accustomed to steep slopes.

“The technlque changes,” he sald.
“(If the race had been at Mount

we probably would have

to]
lnd had Enrncd the righl to competa,

wonlt.

“But we never bad a chance to
train on it; we run all our raceson a
stecp course.”

Zarlikowsk! added that the Mar-
lins, coming back after losing three
top skiers to graduation last year,
enjoyed a successful season in which
they wero undefeated (n dual meets
and won the leagus champlonship,

He lnllclpates Mercy putting an-
other quality team on the slopes next
@ Marlins bave a talent-
ed group of [

" season play, and coach Bob Kaump's
team bucked

Revenge was delinitely on the minds of the Livonia
Ladywood volleyball team Thursday in the finala of the
Catholic League A-B Division mul held at-Harper
Woods Bishop Gallagher,

‘The Blazers atoned for one of their two Iosses on the
season, defeating Farmlngton Hills Mercy, 151, xs-u.
Ladywood, 43-2 overall and ranked the top team in

lass A, now has a chance to avenge thelr only other
dnfut when It takes on Detrolt Public School League
champlon Henry Ford at 6:30 tan]g,hr.ln the Operation-
Friendahlp clash at Gallagher H),

We were really hyped up for Mercy and it was the
best serving match we've had all year,” sald Lad;
coach Tom Teeters, whose team notched its fourth tour-
nament title of the season,

IN THE FIRS'I‘ game, Ladywood did not make zny
bllung m
Muy Kelly recorded 10 assists kills out

of u uu. lncy Wagner served four aces out of 11
serves and Corinne McNamara added three aces.

By Dan O'Meara
slaff writer

Farmington rolled the dice once
again Friday night and hit the jack-
pot for the third time in as many
basketball games,

The Falcons, with thelr backs to

playof! berth with a 89-88 victory at
North Farmington,

Farmington, 4-6 1n the Lakes Divi-
sion and 6-11 overall, had to win Its
last three games to qualify for post.

tea the odds by dolng just
t.
Farmington's spot in’ u:e plnyog‘s.

be
and 8-10 overall, and Walled Lake
Central.

1t the Ralders could npuet unbeat-

en Central, they would tie Flmln(
ton for the division's lonrth

golng Into Frl

thmughthennb:.

Y Plemlqm to Paged

In the second game, the Marlins tralled §-2 befare
Christy Johnson served flve consecutive points to pull
them to within one.

The score remained tight until Ladywood broke away
{rom an 1110 lead on a key hit by reserve Jenny Belch-
er. Kari Domanski Lheu mpped up the match by serv-
ing the final three pof

The Blazers got a l.l!t {rom Stacey Girard off the
bench. Defensively, Sarah Adzima stood out. Offeasive-
}z. Moe Knittel was able to successfully hit through the

"We deﬂnlte.!y got beat a belur team,” sald Mercy
coach Tim DeBelis!io. “There’s no shame or disgrace In
losing. I'm proud of our kids, Ladywood just earned It."
Senlor middle-hitter Jenntfer Slour collected elght
kills in 16 attacks and Kristin Orlandoni had four kills in
elght ﬁtuch. Mercy finished Its regular season at 29-6
overal
"Qur kids have taken this program and put it on the
map,” sald DeBelisio. “Maybe they've established a
tradition at Mercy.”
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Stove Quenneville sank five three-point baskets and scored a
game-high 21 polnts Friday to pnco surging Farmlnulon'l 69-
83 victory over the Ralders.

Farmington faced It l;lhum test right off

The Falcons will be in the midst of some

3$3-8 lead, lllu' ‘T.J. Armstrong’s favorable

contest. But Lindbert and Wyatt had back-

g

the bat Wednesday tournament heavy-duty company Wednesday when they declaloul to-back falls and beavywelght Paul Danlels
. team wrestling, nnd even that wasn't very go to ord Catholic Central for tha re- - Groves won lh ext three contests to get  received a vold (o glve Farmington another
close. glonal wover, within 12 polnts, hnt Farmington's Bl Lind- ded win,
2 BHCOMS e rutcon, having to wrestle three dust  Focks aro ranked Ko, 1 i tho stat, and Novi . bert (185) won By technical fal) d Charles the dlstrict at Walled Lake Western,
h meets in the same evening, clobbered every is rated among the top 10. ith Salem W{‘lllt(ln)by ln to pnt it out of reach. Hartland defeated North Farmington 80-10,
" egronent they faced to becoms a district won its own. 3 R & s’ after the 119 bout. The host. Warrlors the ent,
mplon In the state’s first post-season FAnmNGmNhumluwmmu!w-‘ : ‘amerramml-a wmmnxou, . beating West Bloom¢leld 48-20. .
surVIve competition for teams, turn after Orecord ', of Farmington and Ben Welsenfeld at 185, The Ralders, who volded slx welght class-
Farmington, which boolled Illlulon Inst urmi‘almuedwllhsmlo&: ‘The . Falcons, : otherwise, won' es, had four Cummlm(l”)
. record to 10-1, faced Birmingham Gro the es Division' dualmeet crown this  from 128 on, getting plos from Rob Wood- * and Bfll Murley (132) reco; and
the first mateh, and that tnmed oull.obe l.he bock (133), Steve Walters (167) and l.lndbm. Doug Hoyt (138) and VJ. Mltul (Hi) won by
. ua s toughest one even though the Falcons Fa broke an.early Ue agalmst’ . The Falcons jumped In front 29-2 agalnst  decision. -
wbippeddmvuu—u Qroves when Gardiner Ede ' RU, with Chris Gardloer (113), Jamle Ma-*  Curamalaj, lreﬁoulqullnerln the indl-
Al Beyar’s aquad went on to demol- Gray In the 1124 boat, t was-tho':  drey(119) lndWoodbwkleorl.n(pln vidual tournament, boosted his record to 38+
. uh soulhneld Lathrup 58-11 and smother first of four t pins for tbe Falcoos, - . THE PANTHERS won 4 and increased - hly single-season school
Redford Union amoxn the final. who also won the next four béuls to'take & ' to close the gap to 29—!0 lollnwtn,l m ll1 mmrdlot pins to 31, The old mark was 27,
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