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Catch a ‘wave’
Snowboarding craze brings
West Coast surfing to ski hills

By Bill Parker
stat writer

The young skier watched in awe as Mike Greenway
floated over the snow with surf-like motlon.

“Check it out,” the youngster called to his friend.
“‘Awesome man, how cool.”

Greenway was riding a snowboard down a slalom
course at Mt. Brighton.

Snowboarding Is the newest craze on the ski slopes
and it's sweeplng the country faster than a Michael
Jackson hit.

"Snowboarding has tripled in growth in the past cou-
ple of years,” sald Greenway, a snowboarding instruc-
tor at Mt. Brighton. “Skateboarding picked up and a
lot of skateboarders snowboard In the winter, We have
beg:ecn 30 and 50 snowboarders per day on the weck-
ends."

Alpine Valley in Mmord has been equally busy with
snowhoarders this seasor

“Last year we had lboul §-10 boards on the hillon a
good good day,” sald Lars Peereboom, Alpine's snow-
board Instructor. “This we have between 40 and
50 boards on a good day. It’s not taking over yel. but
we're working on it."

ACCORDING TO Greenway, snowboarding origl-
nated in Vermont about 12 years ago. It began on the
hills in “the backwoods,” but as it grew in popularity,
it evolved into a skd resort activity.

“They were pretty much designed for backwoods
use in powder,” explained Greenway “People would
hike back to a hlll and ride down. They originally
started with half-inch {ins on the back, which made it
easler to control in the snow. Now the boards have
metal edges which work better on hardpacked condi-
tions like we have here in Michigan.”

The standard snowboard Is between four and six
feet long and 12 to 18 inches wide. Snowboarders wear

regular winter boots and strap the snowboards to their
feet with non-relcase bindings. No ski poles are used.
Advanced snowboarders compare lh: rideto :urﬂng.

“When you're in powder it's about as close us yw
can get to surflng without gal.ng to the befeh You're
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Schnelder’s feellngs. Alpine Valley and Mt. Brighton
are the only resorts in the area that allow saowboards
on the slo]

*We do not allow them,” sald Peg Westlund of Pine
Knob in Clarkston. “In our past experiences, people on
snowboards aren't as courteous with other skiers. We
talk about (allowing snowboards on the hllls) each
year, Maybe next year our position will change.”

Schnelder, however, feels & minority of snowboard-
ers are giving the sport a bad wrap.

“The big problem is, it seems, that a ot of kids ha-
wven't been conditioned that resorts are the skiers’ hills,
They make all the rules,” sald Schneider. “A lot of kids
are in it only to jump, They don't know how to control
the board. They get in the way of skiers and all snow-
boaxden pay the price. aut that's not what the sport is
about.”

DESPITE THE CONTROVERSY, most serious
snowboarders feel the sport Is here to stay,

“I don't think it's a fad," sald Schnelder. “A good
snowboard costs about $300-§400 and if you spend that’
much money on something, I think you'll stick with It.
There is nlrudy a nlmlmal and world competition. It -
has al; tself as @
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almost a sensation as if you're flying.”
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. “Pecple are doing it In Europe, Greenland, every-
whm there L3 snow. It could even take off as an Olym-
ple sport. You naver know.”

snowboarding will stick around be-

" cause It offers a neat alternative to skiing.

“Personally; I feel snowboarding is more fun,” sald
Peereboom. "ll 's more of a challenge. Skiing gets bor-
ing on a little hill. On a (snowboard) you have to work

. You have no skis and 0o poles. It's all balance.

around, People have skied for 30 long, now they want
something different.”

Anyone interested in exploring the sport of snow-
boarding can rent a board at Mt. Brighton. Spectators
and participants are Invited to the First Annual Great
Lakes Snowboard Competition, 8 am. Saturday, Feb.
27, at Alpine Valley. For detalls call 882-2601,
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All the 28-year-old hockey,. butf

has to do is lace up the zkates and
walk into hls back yard,-where.a
glossy sheet of homemade Ice is lo-
cated, .
Sure, It takes a lot of hard work to
reach that point of éasy access, not
to mention many evenings practicale
1y being attached to a hose. But Par-
ent and ather-at-bome ice fanatics
think it's worth the trouble,

“For one thing, you can go out
thera at your own convenlence and

play anytime,” sald Parent, whoso
l&by—:s-(oot rink is complete with
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quate home ice rink requlres long
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But once the first foundation is
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get that ice down in subsequent
yeara.
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much,” he explained,
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EVEN THOUGH backyard lce
rinks are becoming winter relics,
Parent sald he expects to continue
bullding them for the enjoyment of
unmwln ml:mlly His wile, Carol,

ve months pregnint.

“I'll get the Mttle lady on skates,
and the little boy," be said, with a
grin, turning toward Carol,
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mising” be uld.hmmm:’mu
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