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ARGE employer.
Botsford General
Hospital is Oakland

County's 11th largest
employer, according to a
ranking of full-time employces
by Crain’s Detroit Buslness,

‘The Farmington Hils
hospitat had 1,248 full-time
county employees as of
January. That's an increase of
15 from the same month last
year, according to the Feb, 15
Issue of the buslness
publication.

AT long last.

Detralt Edison installed the
long-awaited, pedestrian-
activated traffic signal at
Grand River and Grove Street
Saturday. The state is
responsible for Lhe light.

HELPING hand.

Farmington Department of
Publlc Safety officersand
WCZY-FM staff members
raised $900 for cercbral palsy
research in a benefit basketball
game Friday at Farmington
High,

Maore than 200 spectators
turned out on a snowy night to
watch the publie salety
department defeat the radio
station, 52-35,

“We were delighted with the
turnout,” sald Frank Lauholf,
public safety director. “The
game had already been
postponed once because of the
weather and it was snowing
agaln Friday night.”

FOOTNOTES: One year
ago this week — Residential
property assessments are going
vp in Farmingten Hils, They
will increase an average 8
percent, with some well below
that and others well above, up
to 10 percent, sald assessor
Dean Babb.
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Furry friend

Datsy Girl Scout Troop 254 at Longacre Ele-
mentary in Farmington Hills staged a Teddy
Bear Tea Party Monday. Thal's where each
Scout and hor teddy bear invite an unregis-
tered - or 6-year-old girl and her teddy bear
to a special party. The kindergartners sang
and danced with their bears and awarded

mos!

prizes !or best dressed, most huggable and
t

IOHN STORMZAND!/stalt photographer

bear goodies and took home teddy bear bal-
loons. A real teddy bear also pald a visit,
Above, Mary Latchney is shown with hor fur-
ry friend. Troop leaders are Liz Bem and
Kathy Tosolan.

he girls on teddy
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City cancels |

review

on expenses |

By Joanne Mallszewaki
stalf wrlter

If taxpayers want to find out what
Farmington Hills Clty Councl mem-
bers’ on-the-fob expenses are, they
won't find out at a public mecting.

In an uoexpected move Monday,
the city councll rescinded & policy
requiring prior approval of councll

. members’ expenses.

The coum:ll's four-year-old policy
requlring  pre-approval conference
expense {orms often served as a {o-
ple for flery arguments betwecen
council members, particularly Joe
Alkateeb and former councllwoman
Joan Dudley, one of the palicy’s
strongest supporters.

Ironlcally, Alkateeb, who suggest-
ed the policy in August 1984, lobbled
for its demise Monday night and
‘won. Discussion of the pollcy was not
on councll's formal meeting agenda.

Without the pollcy, Alkatech said,
councll members will file an ex-
pensc report with the city manager's

policy
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Joe Alkatesh
switches positions
olflce following attendance at con-
1

ferences. The reports will ré-
vlewed by clty financial staff,
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Hills housing boom
creates hefty rise
in tax assessments

By Joanne Maliszewsk|
statl writer

Farmington Hills residentlal prop-
erty owners will pay the price for
buying and lving in an incredibly
healthy housing market.

R propert
are golng up again. The average in-
crease [s expected to be 12-15 per-
cent, with some asscssments in-
creasing as much as 20 percent,
Farmington assessor Dean
Babb said.

“People should realize that's the
average fncrease. There are going to
be a lot of areas where It's not un-

Defendant’s testimony elicits

By Cassy Hane
staft writer

A man accused of murder wok the
stand on his own behalf last week,
erylng as he testlfled about a umlly
:lf:lf that occurred the day his wife

James Arnold Edwards, 56, told
how his famlly worked together to
build thelr home on Rhonswi
Farmington Hills, and how he and
bls now deceased wife, Marlene,
shared household duties,

“We. were a partaership,” Ed-
wards told ap Oakland County Cir-
cuit Court jury Monday. “Some-
times, she'd mow the lawn ...
sometimes, I'd do the cooking.”

Edwards testified ho was cooking

[ Cireult Court jury
is deliberating, 2A

a meatloaf, hls wife's favorite din-
ner, on Oct, 14, 1985, the day his
house burned and the body of Mar-
lene Edwards was found in the faml-
1y room, burned beyond recognition.

Several months later, Edwards
was charged with his wife's murder
and setting firc to the housa to cover
up the erime.

Fils testimony this week conflicted
with that of neighbors, who placed
hllmﬂlenvlng the scene shortly before

o fire,

‘THE JURY, in Judge Francis X.
O'Brien's courtroom, is continulng

its deliberations today.

Edwards testified, detalling the
family incldent that caused turmoll
between the two when his wife came
home early from work that day.

“She was very upset, she had a
cigaretts In her Iund > be sald. “She
gota glm of wite. I tried to calm
ber down.”

‘The discussion lasted only a few
minutes, ajter which he lelt her
alone in the house lo nm errands at

. two area stores, ha sal

" sald gt edy:ammywl!unl
lell." he lesﬂ!l ““That was the last

time I saw her." He said he retarned.

about an hour Iater to find his house
on fire, wllhgls wife Inside,

possessions than his wlle, although
on cross

I City asseasments his
industry hardest, 4A

common to sce a 20-percent increase
In the assessment,” Babb sald.

“1 Just hope everyone realizes
when they get these assessment no-
tlces that the numbers are going to
be large, People are going to see
changes In assessments of over
$10, DOD )" he sald.

Commercial and industrlal prop-
erty owners will not face the same
fate. They won't be getting assess-
ment {ncreases this year, Last year,
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tears

14, 1985, according to prosecution

be was concerned lbout selunx the
family cars out of the garage during
the

fire,

“My wife was my first concern,
and my house, my property, my chil.
dren," be sald. “I've tried to put this
out of my mind, do you understand?”

Edwards testifled his wife was
baving chest palns the Saturday be-

fore her death and had “stayed in

bed all day Sunday” due to her
bealth,

THE BADLY burned body of 50-
yu.r-old Marlene Edwards was dis.
covered In the family room of the

ds* hot In the southwest

p alle-
gatlons that ho cared more for his

sector of the city, cn Monday, Oct.

Edwards is charged with one
count of murder and a second count
of arson. A third count of lel::?
murder was dismissed during the
al.

Edwards’ delmse is that his wl!e
died of natural causes on Oct. 14,
dropping a cigarette and causing 4
smoking fire,

Since the incident, Edwards hu
moved to West Bloomfield. Retired
{rom computer graphics at Ford Mo~
tor Co., he also spends time at a fam-
Uy cottage In Lakeport. Hls younger

daughter has moved to Californla;
his older daughter still Lves In thc
ares, hmlly members sald.

0 SPECIALSECTION - -
IN TODAY'S ISSUE

Suspect -
in rapes
cleared

by tests

By Dave Varga
steff writer

Blrmingham police clearcd the
prlme suspect in the Jan. 28 rape
of a Birmingham leemxu uslnz

Ienllllc tests an

probably more than one raplst re.
sponsible, a possibllity many have
held all along. .

“We belleve . . . there is more
than one tapist Involved,” said .
chlel assistant prosecutor ‘!;ldm-d

e are

which h "pmed concluﬂvefy"
Tuesday nlnhl. according to Chlef
Edward Ostin. .

- That leaves police In Blrming-
ham, Bloomfleld Township, West:
Blﬁml‘ldd lnlc!ll Farmington Hilla
without a speclfic suspect in the sa-
ries of nine sexual attacks reporied
slnce tast April.. .

“We're back to square one looks
ing for our guy” sald Bloomfleld

Township Youth Olficer Phlllp Do-
nomme. .

Somo ‘are now saylng ihere Is

convinced there’s more than one in.*
volved becausa  of the acientific
Lests we have done.”

Thompson used to reveal
which cases are related or what
tests link-them, becauso releasing

that Information would on!y amist  his house

therapist.

IF THERE are two nphtl.
’nwmpuu sald they would both fit
the same profile -- a white man of

modium build io bis 30s, who Is

. very familiar with (be' Birming.

ham-Bloomfleld area and has
above-average intelligence.

Chief Ostln said the former sus-
pect “voluntarily submitted to a
sclentlfic examinalion, the results
of which bave cluud {his Individu.
al of any suspicion.’

That man, who police ldentliled
only as a white male In his early
208, was found after a Bloomfleld
’romhlp police lrlckln( dog led

- officers from the victim's house on
Puritan Street In Birmingham o -

also in porthwest ‘Blr-

Halr and blood samples were
tzken and tested by tho Michigan
State Pollea, with rosults avallable
late last week, Osiin said. The man

* also volunteered to take the poly-

graph test, commonly called a le-

detector, which was given Tucsday
nlght.

OSTIN SAID THE man hld no
prior police contacts. “The Individ-
unl has been entirely cooperative
1o the entire Investigation. IU's rare

will find an lndlvldul as
helpful”

‘When asked why the dog 'nchd
1o that man's house, Ostin said, 41
have no explanation for that. I re-
ally, really don't. Noboby

notyetmul

‘robbery/rape of two women tn b
same house Nov. 28, “But It lp- =l
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