10A(F)

O&LE Thursday, Fobruary 25, 1988

Public librarian shorta

Technology,
image cited
as reasons

By Susan Buck
staff writer

Technology, low pay and a decllne
in the popularity of publle service
jobrs are ereating a shortage of pub-
lic librarians, experts say.

Tn the past five years, fewer and
fewer people are applying for posi-
tions at public libraries, especially in
children’s librarlan positions and
those positions that require exten-
sive technlcal knowledge.

As computer databases, cassettes
and compact discs join newspapers,
magazines and books, the Unlted
States is confronting a shortage of
public librarians to help sort through
the glut of information.

In Livonla, Farmingten Hills,
Plymouth, Canton and Redlord, 1l
brary heads say they have not had to
reduce services, but fewer qualitied
applicants limits the choice.

Eight years ago when [ first
edme here, there were as many as
200 applicants for a full-time refer.
ence librarian,” sald Rebecca Ha-
venstein-Coughlin, asslstant director
of the Canton Public Lbrary, “I in-
teevlewed for days, Last year, we
received 15 applications for a full.
time children’s librarian position,
whlich is a simllar professional posi-
tion.”

THE CANTON Library has seven
{ull-tlme and 10 part-time librarlan
positions, Havenstetn-Coughlin sajd.

Canton’s young famllles create
many demands for library re-
sources. “If we should have cven one
librartan leave, we would have diffl.
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Farmli Ci Library'
room staffed with children's librarians.

cultles filling the position,” she sald,

Plans for the opening of a new
Livonia Publlc lUbrary in June places
that clty in an envlable position es-
peclally when compared lo West-
land, which has no publlc lbraries
within its clty Umits. The Wayne-
Westland Library operates from a
tocation in Wayne.

Westland, with a population of
85,000, is the only clty among Michl-
gan's 15 largest clties that does not
have its own public library.

The Llvonia Publle Library will
hire elght to 12 librarans for.its new
library, Among these posltions, there
will be two full-time and two part-
time children's librattan positions,

I would expect that we will have
relatively few peaple applying for
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Building Good Feelings
No two pecpls are allke, Each
porean [s born with diiferent tale
onts end abliltles. It I3 our respon-
sibllity to help our children realize
that thels talants are not detter or
worse than another's, but ditfar-
ont. We can halp youngsters by
sccepiing and developing the tal-
onts (hal they have. We can also
toach our children to accept end
appreciata the differences In
others. Hers are somo ways 1o
show acceptance of your child as
&n upiqus individual and to 1each
your Id to be sccepting of
others.
HELP CHILDREN FOCUB ON
THEIR OWN BTRENGTHS —
LEVERYONE DOES SOMETHING
WELL,

3~ Have tham make o llet of their
W atrongtha, .

4= You make a list of thels
% strengths,

HELP CHILDREN APPRECIATE
-THE BTRENGTHS OF OTHERS.
‘4= Heve them share the l'st of
their strengths with family
membera and friends,

Have them make a I of

strengihs of others.

Polnt out the Importance of
Itforences In our lives, “Bara

makes us happy whon wo lis.

ton 1o her sing” or “Joay can

help his brother with his math

awork.'

o 3
= Model appreciation by using
, such siatomonts as, “I oppro-
clate your frland Edward's
+ sense of humor,”

ACCEPT CHILOREN'S FEELINGS
AB VALID FOR THEM,

== Halp thom underatand thai it Is
OK to have feelings and that
(here are sppropriate ways of

th
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the children's llbrarian poslitions,”
sald Michael Deller, director.

Livoria has three other branch 1i-
braries.

In the past, children's librarlans
were pald about 20 percent less than
their counterparts In some arcas,

1ler sald,

Historically, librarlan was consld-
ered one of the few aceeptable posi.
ttons that women could hold.

s children's reading

“People felt that a children's 1l
brarlan position was a dead-end po-
sitlon with no opportunlty for ad.
vancement. The problem fsn't find-
ing children's ilbrarians, - The
problem Is finding children’s librari-
ans of the quallly we want o work
with,” Deller said.

THE REDFORD Public Library
and the Wayne-Westland Publle Li-
brary are part of the Wayne County

Publie Library, which has 15 mem-
ber llbraries, The Wayne County
Human Resources Department is re-
aponsible for hiring, according to
Barbara Gray, assistant director of
the Wayne-Oakland Library Federa.
tlon who administers the Wayne
County Library.

The Redford Public Library has
been without a young adult librartan
since September when that persol
was promoted to head librarian for
the Lincoln Park Public Library,
said Marjorle Hoag,

Hiring Is expected soon from the
three applicants who applied for the
position, sald Gray.

In the meantime, Hoag and a chil-
dren’s librarlan have taken over re-
sponsibilities, R

No vacancies exist in the Wayne-

Westland Library, according to
Gray.
In Plymouth, a part-time chil-
dren’s librarian position has been une
filled since Jan 1, according to Pat
Thomas, director of the Dunning.
Hough Library. The person who pre-
viously held the position took a job in
a public school library, she sald,

'O seven applicants, only two had
the background and experience that
we were looking for, and they have
already found other positions. I plan
to repost the position,” Thomas sald,

According to the American Li-
brary Association, nattonal average
salaries in 1986 for those with mas-
ter's degrees in library science were
$20,874 as an average starting sal-
ary, $25,552 for reference workers,
$20,390 for school librarfans and
$28,243 for corporate and other spe-
cial librarles.

IN MICHIGAN, the closing of the

‘Of seven applicants,
only two had the
background and
experience that we
were looking for. . . .}
— Pat Thomas
Plymouth librarian

lbrary sclence department at West-
ern Michigan University less than a
decade ago lelt the state with only
two universities that offered llbrary
sclence atudies: the University of
Michigan and Wayne State Universi-

ty.

yAnd the word is getting out at the
U-M that a librarian shortage exists,
according to Mary Cary, director of
student admisslon in the Information
and Library Studies Department,

In fall 1987 the university regis-
tercd 301 students seeklng a mas-
ter’s degree in information and U-
brary studies — the highest ever at
the University, she sald. In 1984 only
172 students were enrolled In the
program.

And ilbrary directors are going
the extra mile to find the person
most qualified for the job,

In 1988, for example, Farmington
Community Library director Bever-
ly Papal posted & head of children’s
services position for the Farmington
branch {a natlonal lbrary journals.
Also, two people were hired for chil-
dren's positions at the Farmington
Hills branch, as a result of an Ameri.
can Library Assoclatlon Conference
in North Carolina, she sald.

Diabetes Day alerts all to disease’s effects

March 15 is National Diabetes Alert Day, a
time when the publie should be reminded of the
severe effects diabetes can have If not properly
monltored.

Diabetes Is a disease in which & person has a
problem using sugar, the main source of energy.

The problem occurs use insulln, a hormone

d: y the p. gland, elther
Is not produced in enough quantity, Is not released
Into the blood at the right time, or ls ineffective in
producing its effect.

Insulin’s job is to get a diabetic's body to use
sugar efficlently — like the carburetor of a car
helps the englne use fuel efflclently,

Over time dlabetics may begin to develop cer-
taln problems, especially with the small blood
vessels In their kidneys, legs, feet and eyes, Such

problems are the result of the disease weakening
the walls of the small blood vessels and causing
fluld and other substances in the blood to feak out
in much larger amounts than normal.

When this process oceurs in the eyes, a person
develops what is known as diabetic retinopathy.
Left untreated, the disease can severely impair
vision or lead to blindness,

“The effects of diabetes on the eyes are treat-

13 of

According {o resulls from the Michigan Depart.
ment of Public Health's 1988 Diabetlc Retino-
pathy Survey, most diabetics do not visit an

hthals glst or retina annually,

“They are placing themselves in great danger,
We know that almost 50 percent of all dlabetics
with the disease for 10 years have a chance of
developing diabetic eye disease, Qur best chance
to tight blind, is detecting the cause of the dis.

able,” sald retina ", Mar!
Retina Consultants of Michigan, Southfleld,

“When detected early, diabetic eye disease can
be treated and loss of sight can be prevented. Un-
fortunately, when the disease Is in its most treat.
able stages, It is not by

ease In Its earliest, most treatable stages”
Halmann sald,

For additional information on diabetic eye dis-
ease, call your local chapter of the American Dia-
betes or call or write Retina Consult-

and, therefore, diabetics do not feel they need reg-
ular eye exams, In reality, the exact opposite s
WA

ants of for a free pam-
phlet, 29201 Telegraph, Suite 100, Southfield
48034, .
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Everything In The Store*

Includes Great Selections
of Day Time Dresses -

- and Evening Wear! .
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Sylvia's Fashions
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% More Woman.

Large Size Designer Fashion
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LOSt Our
Lease Sale
Closing Our Doors Everything
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— All Sales Final -
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Farmington Hills, Michigan 855-0767
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