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Mike ilitch's dresm calls for the Fox Theatre to
form the hub of a downtown Delroit theater

liitch Fox-trot
grabs headlines

By Bill Parker
stalf writer

While posing for

Arena Football League.
Movlng u:e Littte Cacsars head-

outside the Fox Theatre in Detrolt
Monday, Mlke Ilitch recalled he nev-
er went to the Fox when he was a
youngster growing up In the Motor

Clty.

“I couldn’t atford it,” he gaid.

Now [iitch owns the theater. When
restored, the 10-story facility will
become the new home of the world
headquarters of Little Caesar Inter-
natlonal.

Beeause of his leadership and con-
tributions to the community, Dlitch, a
Bloomfield Hills resident, was
named Detroit's 1987 Newsmaker of
the Year by Crain's Detrolt Business,
He was honored Monday by the De-
troit Economic Club with a luncheon
at Cobo Hall.

Ilitch was also a force behind a
lighting project for downtown De-
troft, which began last year at Hart
Plaza, He donated more than §1 mil-
lion to support he project. He also
owns Little Caesars Enterprises, the
Detroit Red Wings, Joe Louls Arena,
Olympla Arcnas (mapagement com-
pany for Joo Louls and Cobo arenas),
and he recently bought the Detrolt
Drive, Deu'olt's new franchise in the -

Conference draws area women

Eight arca business women will lend worhhn)u at
the fllth annual Confcrence of Women Business Own-
e: Business in the 90's”

ers called “Ahead of the Curvi

* Friday and Saturday, March 4 and 5, at the Hyatt Re-

quarters will benefit
uw clty o( Dctmlt, but it also leaves
for the clty of F
Hills,

The theater area is scheduled to
open Nov. 5, while the corporate
headquarters facility on one of the
bullding's upper floors should be
completed by spring 1989. At that
time, the current world headguar.
ters in Farmington Hills' Tennerty
rark will be moved to the new faciil-
y.

ILITCH PURCHASED 38 acres on
the southwest corner of Drake and
12 Mile roads from Farmington Pub-
1le Schools In 1985, He planed to use
the land to bulld a 125,000-square-
[oot [nclll!y, which would have

used the new world bgudqumem

“We won't do unylhlng with 1t
right now,” Tlitch said. “It can be de-
veloped, but right now we won't do
anything with It. We'll hang on to it
and maybe develop it In the future.

“We'll move 430 to 440 cmployees
down (to tho Fox). The rest of the

people (about 250) and the facilities

Administration.
Ellen
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district which will include an losed sho

By Janice Brunson
staft writer

1f all goes as planned, the dome on
Michigan's state caplto! in Lansing
wlll blaze anew amid a wreath of
lights, illuminated once again as It
was at the turn of the century when
incadescent lamps highlighted the
shape of the dome.

The Interlor of the dome, an un.
broken vertleal space spanning four
fiights, will shine for the first time
thanks to speclally designed flxtures,

“Thls k3 an historic restoration, re-
turning the original as best you can,
either by restoring what s avallable
or repllcating that which is nol. The
original effect can be simulated very
well,” satd Stephen Squillace, a light-
ing englncer with Shreve-Weber
Stellwagen Engineering In South-
ficld who is headlng up the lighting
restaratlon project.

When and if the profect is ulti.
mately funded, Squlllace wil restore
the capital's lighting system as
closely as possible to the original
}:g;uz:cpt designed by E.E. Myers In

Squlllace pours over dated news-
paper accounts and century-old pho-
tographs to learn what the original
system looked like. He fastidiously
studles modern trade catalogues in
scarch of the perfect modern re-
placement.

TIE ATTENTION to detall is
more than historical preservatlon.

Lighting is no longer a simple
matter of economies, not if optimum
reaults are to be achieved, accordlng
to Wolfgang Weber, an electrical en-
glm.-cr who founded the engloeering
consulting firm In 1984 with me.

chanical engineer Gerry Shreve.

Present  lightlng  trends blend
csthelles with cost and efficlency, a
move away from the economical
“turn out the lights” mentality that
marked the industry following oll
embargoes In the 1970s, according to
Weber.

Judy Bentley and h
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‘Lighting defines the
gize and shape of a
room. It creates
atmospheres.’

— Woligang Weber

“Much more care goes into choos-
ing lamp sources today. We not only
look at energy and cost eﬂiclency,
but we also conslder esthetics,”
Weber sald, because “lighting de-
fines the size and shape of a room. It
creates atmospheres.”

Squillace
and vislbility of light can be measured.

how color

IMPROVEMENTS IN existing
lamps in recent years and a greater
varlety In avallable size, shape and
wattage provides grealer control
and more subtle resulls in lighting,
according to Squillace, adding he
frequently mixzes sources to achleve
desired results.

Metal haylide and flourescent are
energy elficient. Flourcscent, avall-
able in a varlety of shapes and wat-
tages, also provides good color ren-
dering. lncnudueenl allows for bet-
ter lls\l( control

1 three alluw for “alternatives
to dovmllghtlng." or indlrect lightlng
which Squiltace favors because it red
duces glare and Increases contrasts. +

“State-of-art lighting, if there I3
any such thing, has to be done wiu;

off other surf,

Optimum lighting, to
Squlllace, “defines visibility, how
well we can see. A 1ol eye takes
in a scene that is 135 degrees vertl-
cally and 170 dem horizontally, a
great big panorama.”
1f the entire panorama is not light-
cd, “the body responds and says this
ls not right. Correct lighting gives
you a daylight effect which Is what
the eye actually sces," he said,

light

Indirect lighting simply makes it
casler to see,” Squillace 2ald, demons
strating the differences between dis
rect md indirect lighting by a series
of lamps used to light his own work

area.
But clienta all too frequently “see”
things differently, preferring bright,

Plaase tuen to Page 2

ping mall “with an emphasis an eateries,”

wil remain in Farmington Hlils asls
right now."

Tiltch opened his first Little Cae-
sars pizza parler in Garden City in
1959. Since then Little Caesars has
grown Into Lhe third-largest pizza
chaln In the nation, serving 48 states
and three countries,

TNitch was the first to Introduce

two plzzas {or the price of one with ~

his “‘Plzza, Pizza" campalign in 1974.
In 1876, the first Plzza Station was
opened in Southfield, offering drive-
(hrough service and a traveling oven
for on-site pizza preparation at ree-
reation events,

The company posted sales of $725
million In 1987 through Its more than
1,800 restaurants in the US,, Canada
and England.

WHEN TBE FOX project is com-
pleted, the arca will be the center of
o theater district downtown. Plans
lor the facillly include the Little
Cacsars headquarters, catertain-
ment, an enclosed shopping mall
“with an emphasis on caleries” and
a parldng garage.
eau:r district will have a big
im on the city,” sald Ditch.
"We:ll bring a million people to the
Fox.”

Pro entertalnment will in-
clide “Broadway, rock and roll,
comedy, just about eve ng we
have at Joe Louls and more," sald
Nitch.

Tiikch now estimates {4 will cost
him $3¢ million for restoration and
:enovntion of the Fox Theatre as op-

the criginal price of 3!5
milllon,

, Pulltzer Prize-winning syndicated
columnlst, will be the keynote lincheon lpeaknr on
Friday, The Athena Award to the Woman

GRAND OPENING
CELEBRATION

ALL CADILLACS AND SUBARUS
SPECIALLY PRICED WITH GREEN PRICE

TAGS

SALE STARTS THURSDAY
FEBRUARY 25TH

nOT XTI

‘Special Open House'

FEBRUARY
Saturday 27
9a.m.-3p.m.

Our Hospltallty Will Include Free Refreshments And
-+ Demonstration Rldes For Your Enjoyment. 3

3Crestv1ew Cadlllac-Subaru

oman
‘gency la Flint. trepreneur of the Year will be presentod at the Frlday .
Tha conference is open to women owning a mx]omy night reception lollowed by a mcert by.the en!ll
hntresl In Michigan business and those considering a  Sisters:
usiness in the state. Business trends and ctions Thirty-five warhhopa -have. been dulaned uong
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