Area consortium to weigh waste collection options
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At your disposal

By Joanne
staf! writor

Alternatives to an Oakland County
solid waste dlsposal plan will be
unvelled in Apeil for Farminglon
a:mu Farminglon Hills clected offl.
clats.

The (wo clties jolned Southficld,
Novi, Walled Lake and South Lyon
last summer to form the Southwest
Qakland County Solid Waste Consor-
tium to study alternatives to soaring
solld waste disposal costs,

.Farmington and Farmington
Hills, like the other com-

ppropriate,” said F city
manager Robert Deadman, consorti-
um chalrman.

THE CONSULTING firm's recom-
mendalions, particularly those pre-
ferred by the consortium, will be
presented to a still-unscheduled joint
Tultllng of the six city councils In

pril.

“If there are questlons, they can
be heard by everyone. They (city
council members) may ultimately
have to go back and deliberate
among themselves," Deadman said.

C have aix al-

the impact is so signficant, we better
take a hard look at thls,” safld Tom
Blasell, Farmington Hills public ser-
vices director, “We want what's best
for the community and what Is rea-
sonable in the long term.”

WHILE THE consortium is re-
viewing Its alternatives, the Oakland
Counly Municipal Solid Waste Board
1s updating its 1983 plan as approved
by the Michigan Department of Nat-
ural Resources and required by
Milchigan Public Act 841 of 1978,

State officials extended the update
deadline to January 1988 s0 more

munities, have been faced with ln-
creasing refuse collection and dis.
| costs, But when asked to join
the Oakland County plan more than
a year ago, the communities decided
not to, primarily because of estimat-
; costs and other concerns with the
plan.

A first dea(t of alternatives, devel-
oped by the consortlum's Kansas
City-based consulting firm, Black &
Veatch, will be presented to comsor-
tium representatives this month.

The consortlum also retained the
services of Miller, Canfield, Paddock
and Stone, legal and financlal ex-
perts, to assist in this effort. It was
{inanced by a contributlon from each
lc';?mmunlly equal to 50 cenls per res-

ent.

“The consortium wliil hone in on
those recommendatlons it considers

Alliance identifies g

By Josnne Malisxewskl
statt wrlter

Members of a six-community solid
waste consortlum bave slgnificant
concerns about Oakland County's
waste dlsposal plan.

<,$5z

ternatives, They include continulng
with each city's existlng disposal
methods; Jolning the Oakland County
solid waste disposal program; devel-
oping new landfill sites; and develop-
ing a waste-to-energy project “simi-
lar to the county's except it would be
in :{Ie southwest sectlon,” Deadman
sai

Alternatives also include jolning
adjacent countles' plans, such as
Wayne County, and developing a re-
cycling facility that's more encom-
passing than what's proposed by
O:Adand County, Deadman contin-
ued.

‘Three major factors play a role in
reviewing alternatives: capacity for
solid wasle, cost and “is it practical,
can we do it, will It get the job
done?” Deadman sald.

“Because the ssue is so great and

The Qakland County plan, as origl-
nally proposed, calls for bullding a
solld waste incincerator and a sani-
tary landfill. The inclnerator would
burn waste and generate steam and
clectricity. The steam probably
would be used by the county and the
electricity sold to the utility compa-
nies, according to George Schutte,
Onkland | County chie! engineer
working on the solld waste plan.

The landfill would accommodate
ashes from the inclnerator and other
waste mateclals that can't be
burned. A recycling system for

and glass, for example,

-~ newspapers
also will be considered.

“We've got four or five concerns
wlith the county plan, But we are not
at war in any sense,” sald Farming-
ton city masager Robert Deadman,
consortium chalrman, The consortl-
um consists of ives from

1s possible between sal-
1d waste plans for all Michlgan coun-
tles, sald George Schutte, Oakland
County chief englncer worklng on
the plan.

“We're trylng to meet the target
dates,” Blasell said, referring to the
clc;nsanlum’n study and eventual de-
cision.

The county plan is expected to
cover the needed facilities for solld
waste disposal as well as cstimated
costs, Schutte sald.

‘When the county plan is updated,
public hearings will be conducted.
Qakland County communities will be
asked to approve the plan, Approval
requires 67 percent community com-
pliance.

Staff writer Jackie Klein con-
tributed to this report.

for communities in southwest Oak-
1and County, Deadman sald,

FOR EXAMPLE, !f Farmingion
now pays $6-$7 n ton to dispose of
solid waste, the cost could increase
to $40-350 a ton under the county
plan.

“The cost could accelerate as
much as 10 times the current cost or
higher,” Deadman said. “Another
problem with the Oakland County
plan is how they propose to {inance
the costs.”

How each community would be as-
seased lts share of costs Is unknown.
“There Is no mechanism how the
county would pay that part of the
costs,” Deadman sald.

According to the consortium,
more than 6 mills ($8 per $1,000 of
assessed value) would have to be lev-
ied to cover the cost of the plan. Cur-

Farmington, F:rmlngton Hills,
Novi, Southfield, Walled Lake and
South Lyon.

Costs are among the significant
with the county plan.

Robert Deadman
consortium chairman

rent leg! only allows up to 8
mills for waste disposal,

Another problem is the waste con-
trol proposed by the county. The
county plan calls for including waste

‘Though all costs are still
the county plan will cost big bucks

not only from residences but also
from rial a fal fa-
cilties. The communities generally

Walled Lake residents Orville Van Sickle (left)
and Dennis Daley collect trash on Violet in
Farmington's Floral Park subdivision Monday
morning for Livonia-based Peter McCreedy

to landfills in Lyon

JOHN SYOHMDIIKA!I MWW‘_-
Township and Washtenaw
i

F

County.

tills.

Trucking. McCreedy hauls Farmington's trash

arbage concerns

only handle residential solid waste,
Deadman sald.

For example, Farmington now
controls 18 tons of solid waste per
day, Under the county plan, that
would jump to 60-69 tons. “The costs
and administrative process to con-
trol that stream must be consid-
ered,” Deadman said,

Under (he plan, responsibility for
ensuring that all waste generated in
the munlcipality Is delivered to the
county board would lie entirely with
tbe municipality, sald Roger Smith,
Southfield public services director,

This responsibility Is viewed by
the consortium as having huge,
largely bidden administrative costs,
Smith sald.

THE PLAN requires that all
waste generated in the county be dis-
posed of in the county.

“This criteria Ignores economlc
opportunitles elsewhere and poscs
special problems,” Smith sald.
“More waste leaves Oakland County
than enters the county. The restric-
tion means that the need for landfills
in the county s artificlally in-
creased.”

Deadman agreed: “Some of the
most environmentally sound landfill
sites are located outslde the county.
We are objecting to bullding new
sltes (in the county) that wilt cost
more moncy than ones we are al-
ready uslng.”

“This (solld waste dlsposal) is a
natlonal problem. We ought to be
able to address 1t on a statewlde ba-
sis. The county board, as first struc-
tured, allowed each participating
community one vote, regardless of
the amount of waste contributed to

solid waste dlap;snl company, owns the land-

the system,” Deadman added. .
The consortium’s six communities,
Deadman sald, generate 40 percent
of the county's waste. t medns
slx votes vs. 30 (the number of com-
munities that have agreed to joln the
county project). R
“Perhaps we're pot comfortable
that the urban southwest has the
kind of Input we need to control
costs,” Deadman sald, i

Staff writer Jackie Klein con-
tributed to this report, BN

Waste consortium’s
disposal alternatives

Southwest Oakland Solid Waste
Consortium’s siz alternatives to
be considered for solid waste
disposal:

® continuing with each city's
existing di 1 hod.

® developing a waste-to-
energy project similar to Oakland
County’s except it would be in the
southwest section. .

® joining adjacent counties’
plans, such as Wayne County.

. i H

@ joining the Oakland County
solid waste disposal program.
o developing new landfill sites.

a recycling

Jacility that's more i

encompassing than what's
proposed by Oakland County. .

Central kindergarten

By Casey Hane
stal writer

A central kindergarten program
will no longer be a pilot project this
fall, but a permanent option for par-
ents and students, Farmington Pub-
L Schools offictals sald.

The centralized program, housed
at two early childhood centers, will
be an option to traditional kinder-
gartens in elementary schools. Offi-
cials say the program tles into the
“choice” programs proposed for ele-
mentary students this fall and ex-
pected to be approved by the school
board in early March.

Traditional kindergarten pro-

the same curriculum objectives with
a “hands-on” approach to learning,
Ruiter added. The difference is that
the Central Klodergartens are in
early childhood settings, while the
traditional programs are in elemen-
tary settings. Both are half-day pro-
[

ama.

RUITER SAID bath early child.
hood centers are getting calls regu-
larly inquiring about the central pro-
grams, “We've been getting lots and
lots of calls,” he sald. “We're going
to accommodate everybody (who
wants to enroll). There will be no
Umit”

This year’s pilot drew 70 students
In four sections of kindergarten

grams will continue at Yy

schools.

“That's kind of how we're promot-
ing it — that parents have cholces,”
sald Dlck Ruiter, supervisor at the
Falrview Early Childhood Center,
which had two sections of the cen-
tralized program this year. “They're
not pllots anymore. They're just
called Central Kindergarten.”

Two additional sectlons were
housed at the Alameda Early Child-
hood Center during the pilot period.

Both kindergarten programs have

Al d

classes, It emp two teachers.
This helped ease an overcrowding
problem at elementaries, schoot offi-
clals sald; kindergarten enrollment
alone increased by 97 students, ac-
cordlng to fourth Friday head counts
last fall.

This influx of students n‘u;_e cle-

tion
ent Graham Lewis, will be consld-
ered with otber options at the March
1 school board meeting.

The cholce option was suggested
when several hundred parcots in the
community volced opposition , to
redistricting at January and Febru-
ary meetings.

Central kindergarten was also an
issue in Farmington in early 1987,
when several hundred parents at-
tended a school board study session
on the subject. Feelings ran against
cent kindergarten district-
wide, but one parent suggested the
centralized program &s an option. It
was Instituted as a pllot program
Iast fall,

PARENTS WERE concerned with
safety factors, such as children rid-
Ing the school buses, and that chil-
dren would not pecessarily aitend
kindergarten with nelghborhood
fricnds in a centralized setting.

Ruiter, a former elementary prin-
clpal, called the centralized program

ful rents to

mentary level has promp 'arm-
ington school tnmmce to study vari-

o pa
Evll:w their options before enrolling

ous cluding
of cholce that would be offered in
vacant district classrooms. The pro-
posal, made recently by superintend-

e

“I'm convinced,” he szald, “that
kindergarten kids are an Integral
part of here (early childhood
center). We're doing it {n a very
uniqua way.”

Ruiter said there is an active par-
ent group at Falrview who get “di-
veetly involved” with the kindergar-
ten program.

A brochure detalling all programy
offered at the early childhood cen-
ters, including Central Kindergarten,
isavailable, Rulter sald,

TR
beld at 7:30 p.m., one at Alameda on
Wednesday, March 2, the other at
Fairview on Thursday, March 3.

‘The program will conaist of a tour
of the ceater, Informatlon from
lc'nchcn and supervisors and slides
of activith

d Kkindergarten pro-

Gayle Zi

araym teacher, helps Kristen Oleson, 8, wrap a packago.

Registration for all Farmington
kindergarten programs will be held
March 7-11 at elementary schools
and early childhood centers.

If You’ve Been Waiting For A Sale
On Area Rugs, We’ll Knock Your
Orientals, Traditionals, Contemporaries,
Country Braids and Dhurries Off!
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