Suburbs to vie for stadium?

EMOCRACY 1S DEAD.

lour letters,

That's because people are crazy.
Always have been. If sanity were a
human standard, our presidential
candldgtes wouldn't be elght nobo-
dies and Gary Hart, whose greatest
clalm to fame is he cheated on his
wife and she didn’t mind,

Democracy, for the record, is gov-
ernment by the majority, Can you
imagine?

This Is the same majorily Lhat
would rather sit in the current Tiger
Stadlum instead of a new ballpark.

My solution? I say let 'em. Just
don’t put the Tigers on the fleld.
Most of the crazes insisting on
watching won't notice anyway.

WHAT TH#IS CITY needs Is a
ballpark in the suburbs. The Lions
are here. The Plstons are here, I say
bring the Tigers out here, too,

Next questlon: Where?

You can play this two ways. Onc s
to sneak them out of town, like the
Colls departure from Baltimore.

That, as you may recall, was a PR
disaster. I opt for plan No. 2.

Fanfare. Call the people who tun
the lottery. Call Monty Hall. Cali
Richard Dawson. Call Vanna White
{please).

1 figure this could be the biggest
thing to hit Detroit since Hulk Hogan
vs. Andre the Giant,

Well, almost.

1 can see it now, Suburbs compet-
ing for the right to be the site of the
‘Tigers' new home,

‘THIS COULD spawn a whole new
type of game show: "Who's the
Host?" or “Ballpark Bonanza.”

Course, the aclual

/% Risak

the Coleman. Maybe cven a combi-
nation of the two (God knows, Mayor &
Young deserves it).

You can pare the competition
down to semifinals — a Final Four,
Il you will — and, finally, the cham-
plonshlp round.

‘The last round could be a two- or
even threeshour TV special. Divide
the competition into threc cvents.
Something like, No. 1: Guess the
number of average-sized people you
can cram Into a space the size of a
60,000-scat ballpark on a scorching
day in Avgust.

No, 2; Guess how many bot dogs
and gallons of beer those people,
could consume on the same day.

And No, 3; Guess how many three-
point baskets those people could
make afterwards.

THAT LAST question may seem
somewhat contrived, but It's o great
excuse to bring In Larry Bird for a
clinic on how to shoot & basketball
trom 22 feet.

What fun. Birmingham mayor
Dante Lanzetta vs. Livonla’s Bob
Bennett. And with such huge stakes.

Get the lottery people involved,
too, Start a betting pool on who
would win, with a certaln percentage
of the take golng toward funding the
stadium.

Throw in a few side bets. Like,
how many of these average-sized
geopleuwho drank beer and ate hut

would be the key to keeping audlence
es riveted. Preliminary rounds could
feature city counclt members from
varlous towns competlng agalnst
cach other In such gripplng competi-
tlons as an egg toss or pln the tail on

logs a! ona day
in August could heave a basketball
22 feet and even hit the rim?

How many could even see the

m?
How many could find the three-
polnt line?

OCC host for state meet

The Glirls State .Short-Course
Swimming Charnpioruhlps will take
place Frlday, Saturday and Sunday,
March 4-6, at the Orchard Ridge
lCnm pus of Oakland Community Col-
ege.
The Michigan Stingray Swim As-
soclalion of Farmington Hills, the
defending state champlon, will serve
as the host ciub and sponsor the
meet In conjunction with United
Stales Swimming of Michigan, Near-
1y 60 clubs will vie for the 1988 team
title,

The champlonship meet annually

with swimmers from adjolning
states by winning the Central Zone
the lnst two

The state meet has often been the
forum for swimmers to attaln fast
times and advance to further compe-
titton, Including the zone meet, jun.
lor and senlor natlonals and, ultl-
mately, the Olympic time trials.

United States Swimming Inc,, by
an act of Congress In 1980, was set
up to be the self- govcrnlng body for
competitive sw e Uni
States, USS Is dlvided into 60 local
:wimmlng committees, one of which

attracts some 500 rang-
ing In age [rom 10 {0 18 who have
met uublhhcd time cuts in free-

g Inc.
‘l'he state meet will run 510 pm.
Friday, March 4, and 8 a.m. to 10

style, back but-
lerlly and Individual medley (a com-
bination of the other four strokes),
Relay events will be included in the
competition, too.

p.m lnd Sunday, March §
and G.

How many would just hcave from
the effort?

An extravagantly staged affalr
like this would defuse this nonsensl-
cal effort to keep the current stadi-
um. Who needs 1t? We can build an-
other one just as good — even betler.
In the suburbs,

A certain amount of medlation
could make everyone happy. Like
no-parking signs everywhere, so
ple would have to park a mile or so
from the stadium and walk.

AND MORE poles to block views.
‘That's a must. So is a lower upper-
deck overhang, so fans in the lower
deck lose sight of cven meore fly
balls.

Precious few restrooms and re-
{reshment stands would help retaln
the favor of the old park. And bums
could be bused in to sprawl on the
sidewaiks and ask garbled, incom-
prehensible questions,

Stick in a bigger bleacher section
10 appease the rowdies, and the pic-
ture is complete, Almost. Sancilon
more |pccial-evenl dlyx. like 3 {ree

jamboree. Maybe avnn n Kirk Glb-
son lookallke contest — whoever
wins gets to play leftfleld.

Fans love this kind of stufl. How
do I know? Simple mathematics:
There are maybe 5,000 decent scats
in the current Tlgtr Stadium, which
means about 90 percent of the big-
gest crowds can't see the game that
well.

Still, fans are clamoring to save !

Tiger Stadium. Obviously, it's not
the game, it's the show surrounding
it that matters,

So call Monty. Have him bring
Richard and Vanna (deflnitely), too.
And — what the heck — maybe con-
vince Hulk and Andre to be guests of
honor. They can put on a tag- tenm

against
Hart and whoever his { partner might
be at present.

On with the show!
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Rioux has Olympic
hopes on her mind

By C.J. Rissk
sloft writer

Three years ago, Jennifer Rioux
transferred {rom the Unlversity of
Michlgan to Wake Forest, where she
received a track scholarshlp. She's
been waiting ever since to prove she
was worth the investment,

Rioux, a Livonia Ladywood gradu-
ate and now a senior, has excelled
athietically for the Deacons, It just
hasn't been in track. An All-Ameri.
can at U-M as a freshman In cross
country, Rioux duplicated that feat
by again earnlng All-America honors
for Wake Forest.

In cross country. That's not her
::Pm of emphasis, supposedly; track

BUT SOMETHING always
scemed (o happen to Rioux Lo keep
her from realizing her goals. During
her first year of track competition at
‘Wake Forest, she had trouble with a
tendon in the back of her feet. In her
second scason, lower back pains
sldelined her.

Rloux was running out of time,
She’s a senlor now, and she still had
not made it through a full season of
track at Wake Forest.

That Is changing. At last week-
end’s Atlantic Coast Conference in-
door championshlps, Rioux won the
3,000-meter run In 9:28.0.

Her reaction to the victory was
mixed. “I was really psyched up for
the ACCs,” she admltted, then added,
“I'm going to try and qualify for the
Indoor natlonals at the Florida Fast-
Times meet In two weeks. It's not
that big of a deal, but it would be
nice.”

THE REASON Rioux downplayed
the NCAA Indoor Champlonships
was that her sights are set clsewhere
— namely, the NCAA Qutdoor meet

in June. A good performance there
would stingshot her Into the Olymple |
Trials. .

SN, It was nice to win the ACC
race, even if her time was far off her
personal best of 9:14, which she ran
ber first season at Wake Forest,

“I'm healthy now," she sald. “And
I'm golng to stay healthy if it kills
me.

Success hasn’t come easily for
Rloux. She did make All-American
in cross country last fall, finishing
21st overall in the NCAA meet, but it
was an uphill struggle.

“1 consider it a decent season,’
was her opinion, “I was coming irum
behind again.'"»

Poor heaith sidclined Rloux fur
part of the cross country season. She
became anemic in September, with
an iren level so low “1 was lalling
asleep in class.”

THE PROBLEM was quickly cor-
rected, but it hurt her performance.
Rioux flnished 68th at the Kentucky
Invitational in October, her first
competition of the season. She re-
gained her strength fast enough and
“once 1 got my confidence back, !
was fine.”

She proved that by earning her
Al A.mnrlcan status six weeks after -
the Kentucky Invitational.

Rloux's attention is now riveted on
track, which Is where she'd rather
be. “I'm definltely more confldent in
track,” she said. “It's casler for me.
1t's more fun, so it's easier.”

First goal on Rioux's timetable is
the NCAA indoor meet March 12.
She must surpass the qualifying
standard of 9:23.5 at the Florida
meet fo make it

After that, there's the ACC Qut-
door meet In April, the NCAA Out-
door meet In June and, finally, the
Olymple Trials in July.
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30850 plymouth road
livonia
422-1000

“home of old-tashioned pervice"

6 ft. specials

22 @72° 2x8@*3"
2x4@99 2x10@ *4**
2x6 @ 2%

pick your own from
our in-store racks

all #2
and better

dry
white-wood

ge-group
have enjoyed suceess in competition

North beats
swim rivals

Continued from Pago 1

The Falcons also won the 500 {ree-
style and the backstroke with G.T.
Meili and Gary Kurzer touching out
at 5:13.9 and 1:04.28, respectively, in
those events.

Lakes Division champlion Livonla
Stevenson and Flymouth Salem are
expected to slug it out for the West.
ern Lakes title when the enf
league competes later this week at
Salem, bul North and Plymouth Can-
ton, the Western Divislon winner,
are aiming for a high finish, also,

“IT'S GOING TO be a real battle
for {irst place,” sald Gendron of the
antlelpated Stevenson-Salem clash,
“We're shooting for third. That's our
team goal. We don't have enough
depth lo challenge them.”

The WLAA preliminaries are
scheduled for 2 p.m, Wednesday, the
dlving competition for 4 p.m. Thurs-
day and the swimming finals for 7
p.m. Friday.

the week
ahead

AOYS BASKETBALL

Have you ever
wondered what
shape your
lungs are In?
Here’s your
chance to find

FREE!

out. If you're between 35 and 59,

You may even
be invited to
Joinina
natlonal lung
research
program. And

you may be offered a free

Limited number of large
boat wells available both
covered and uncovered.
Markley Marme

STORE HOURS: MONDAY THRU FRIDAY: 8.7

mo sAvsl
*SPARK *
1GNITION

*449°

REG, $549.95 |/

75,000 BTU INPUT

KOHLER LAKEFIELD

CAST [RON 8INK
]

KOHLER BROOKLINE
CHINA LAVATORY

25429 W. FIVE MILE

PLUMBING
HEATING
COOLING

2-2160

SATURDAY: 8-4

HONEYWELL. T8802C
CHRONOTHERM lil

»EASY PROGRAMMING
+SAVE 910 30% ON
ENERGY COSTS!

87995

REG. $115.20
WHITE
19gss

SEAT HEG 8144 65

call the Lung Health Study
Center at Henry Ford Hospital
to arrange for a free lung

‘ orch functlon test. The tests are

| ed Tumen e, ";"..h'!"’,"”""‘ offered at Henry Ford Hospital

program to help you stop
smoking. You might even
breathe a little easler.

The Lung Health Study
o o conventent 8 convenient locations

Call today: §76-1900

The Lung Health Study is sponsored by The National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute,

LIMITED

314995 i

el 1 viyandanta 7 30
A.A Greonhs at Luth. wnlhnd, 7 M P«m

; ‘ STEEL LAVATORY 8INK$
@ REG, $30.95

| GE RBER TUB AND
G\?HOWER VALVE

$ 3995

S P800 REG. $69.95

Dcl Northern at Redtord G5, 7 pm.
Fled. 51 Masy's a1 Clarencavile, 7.30 pm.

Doa:born at Rediord Union, 7:30 p.m.

Lutheran Westiand va, Py, Christian

at Wast Midaw Schodl, 7:30 pm.
‘riendship atU-0)

mwnnlmkwam
PSL va. Catholic Leagus:
Saturday, March 8
(wuurnukummmuw Balem)

. Jrd-4th plece teams, 8 p.m.
Champlonship peme, 8 p.m.




