Entertainment

Ethel Simmons

editor/644-1100

dhe Eccentric Newspapers

Thursday, March 3, 1988 O&E

{ope

Don Myers of Troy, who plays
recent t at the Tro

Make-believe

When band plays, music

JOHN STORMZAND

trumpet with lllusion, takes a turn leading the band, during a

y-Cl Elks.

By Victor Bwanson
spoclal wrller

TAND BY! EVERYONE on

stage, check your ties.

Ready microphones! Three,

two, one, on the airl” And

when that on-ale light glows, the

hall Is instantly filled with the ro-

mantic sound of Glenn Miller's
*“Moonlight Serenade.”

That’s how it might all begin on

a wonderful night when llusfon, a

group of about 15 entertainers,

comes lo give a performance. The

group comblnes real recordlings by

such blg bands as the Glenn Miller

Orchestra and the Benny Goodman

Orchestra and a pantomine show,

all into one.
“We're not " sald

and vocals are anillusion

Mike Best of Plymouth, founder
and director of Illusion. "We never
try to pretend we are. We are en-
tertalners!”

Nluslon Is made up of people
from all over the area and with all
dltferent types of occupatlons who
get logether every so often to mim-
lc performances by well-known big
bands, pretending they're the play-
Ing the music or singing the songs.
A couple of the members, though,
really can play Instruments.

A person might call Dluslon a
“glorified disc jockey,” who plays

" Mike Best of Plymouth, the band's founder and director,
sings with [llusion vocalist Andrea Wojack. Best also plays

piano with the band.

the sounds of the big band era and
presents a visual show for the audi-
ence. “Only INusion ffers live on-
stage entertalners and authentic
sound of no less than 15 of the old-
time greats — Miller, Goodman,

Dorscy, James, Lombardo, Bar-
nett, Kyser, Shaw, And we have
about 55-60 songs,"” Best sald,

“I HAVE THREE to four saxo-
phones, three horns, two trombones

.+ . stand-up bass, guitar, pianc.
drums, vocalist and director.” Best
said. Members of the band are in
uniform blue blazer, gray
slacks, white shirt and red tie.
There are real instruments, most
ol which, he said, don't work. "I!
someone makes a squeak with onc,
we'll kind of joke and stop and l!
stand around and say, ‘Did you
make a noise?" "
Please turn to Page &

Update 88 eyes TV, VCR impact on viewing movies

By Dan Greanberg
special writer

home, at one's own leisure, and the
1 between

“The importance this day has
in the media community has in-
creased tremendously — and
that's very gratifying.”

— Tina Stover, executive admin-
istrator, Detroit Producers Asso-
ciation.

More than 250 film and video en-
thusiasts crowded the halls and
rooms of the Willlam D, Ford Voca-
tional/Technical Center in Westland
on Saturday, for “Update 88," spon-
sored by Detrolt Area Film Teachers
and the Detroit Producer’s Assocla-

tlon.

Headllning the speakers was ElLi-
ot Wilhelm, director of the Detrolt
Institute of Arts Film Theater, cur-
reatly in its 20th season. Withelm s
also film critic for WIR's “Midday
Channel 50's “Ten

Wilhelm spoke about the tremen-
dous impact televislon, in particular
VCRs, has on how we watch movies.
The ability to watch any {lim at
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home viewing and watching the “sll-
ver screen” In a theater were also
addressed by Wilhelm.
Is a non-profit organization
founded in 1969 with membership
ranging from students and teachers
of film and video to enthuslasts and
professionals working In the area's
many media activities. Co-sponsor-
ship of the annual Update festivities
with the Detrolt ucers 1a-
tion was a natural. Charlie Meyers
of DAFT, and John Prusak of both
DAFT and the DPA co-chaired this
year's Update,
HIGHLIGHTING the {ilm and vi-
deo screenings was Detrolters’ Sue
\Marx,and Pam Conn's Oscar-nomi-
nated “Young at Heart,” now play-
Ing at the Maple Theater in Bloom-
{leld Towship. Also shown throughe
out the day were selections from
previous Michigan Student Film/Vi-
deo Festivals,
Annually, the Academy of Motion
Plcture Arts and Sclences makes

entered in the Student Oscar compe-
titlon. The 1987 wioners were
sereened at Update 88, as were a

that they are becoming more suc-
cessful targeting programs for spe-
cific audiences rather than the more

of p by the
Catholic Television Network of De-
trolt and 20 local films presented un-
der the program title, “Made In De-
troit.”

Featured In that program were
{iims by Bill Scarlet, David Lee, Da
vid Stern, Pat Zaremba, Ken Lago,
Erlk Iversen, Jeff Bloomer, Doug
Chiang, Bill Dear, Larry Coplin,
Mike Rowles, Tim Mantyla, Jeff La-
Duke, John F. Beaver and Mitchell
J. Peyser, plus work by several com-
panles: Filmworks, Front Porch pro-
ductions and Sound Moves Produc-

tions.

Another headlne feature of Up-
date 88 was the panel, “Access Suc-
cess Storles,” hosted by the Oakland
County Community Cable Commis-
sion’s Dick Rockwell. "We're happy
to see 30 many people with cable
background,” he said.

“The growth in the number of peo-
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ple with public access experience is
And It is

expected public access
pattern of programming for and to
communities.”

ROCKWELL'S PANEL included
Michael Short, producer of “Coffee-
house Cafe” who explalned how to
get big-name talent to appear on
public access shows and how that ex-
posure benellts those stars.

Denlse Swope and Sharon Mace
Donald, producers of *Community
Upbeat,” a public access program
that recently went Into national syn-
dication, discussed the distribution
yr‘oblems for public access program-
ming,
All cable systems provide chan-
nels avallable to everyone in the
community as part of thelr franchise
agreement, bence “public access." In
recent years such programming has
grown substantially with the help of
people like Dick Rockwell and the
Oakland County Communlty Cable
Commlssion.

Another public access success sto-
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1y Is “Speak Qut” hosted by Brent
Triest. Beginning on a public access
channel it has moved to open broad-
casting and now alrs live at 7:30 p.m.
every Tuesday on Channel 56.

“Speak Out" Producer Suzanne
Sehumacker described the incredlble
amount of work It takes to air the
show, She’s currently in the midst of
hundreds of calls putting together a
program on publlc attitudes toward
casino gambling in Detroit. “In this
kind of business,” she safd, “you
have to be able to bandle a lot of
rejection.” -

“IT WAS PARTICULARLY
rewarding,” she maintained, 'to see
al) the work that people were willing
to do without expectation of mone-
tary reward.” Although now looking
at syndicatlon, Initially “Speak Out™
was a volunteer effort with an Oak-
land County Community Cable Com-
misslon grant for production ex-
penses,

Another well-recelved presenta-

tlon was Jim Plechock! speaking on
“Everything You Always Wanted To

Know About Grants . | " Piechock

prior to that was in Los An,
writing for Saturday momning
toon shows “He Ma
and “Ghostbusters.”

“You need to give strong indica-
tlon as to how your project is differ-
ent, what Is its unique quality and
what your artlstic vision s,
Plechocki told those looking for
grant support.

Tina Stover of the DPA said tha:
this presentation was particularly
helpful because “so many talented
people are overwhelmed by the busi-
ness of getting grants.”

Piechockl also sald that applicants
should list all their credits because
“speclalty credits will make the film
or vldeo a richer experience and
committees handing out money rec-
ognize this.” He also suggested that
grant plans of work should demon-
strate “how well-organized you arc
since 70-80 percent of grant projects
don't get fintshed.”
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