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The Idea for Nusion came to
Best three years ago when he and
his wife were attending a wedding
reception. “The disc jockey was so
loud that you could honestly feel
the air pressure pushing en your
body from the speakers of hls
cquipment, And there was no way
you could talk to the person next to
vou, let alene say, ‘Pass the salt.' '

On the way home that nlght, Best
said they were listening to CKLW
and the blg band sound. “I said,
‘Now that's what people ought to

‘I said, ‘I know. { can
go out and get 15o0r 20
friends and
acquaintances to get
up there and
pantomime or mimic
or lip synch, what have
you, the big band
sound.” ’

— Mike Best

play at these gs and reun-
fons and stuff like that — music
that's soft and pretty and that's
plaged at a volume (so) that the
pecple can talk at the tables and
:[ enjoy themselves because that's
;| where the party is — at the tables,
not up on the stand where some
person, a DJ, is making a lot of
nolse.”

When his wife thea said that he'd
have to have a gimmick because
“there arc millions of disc joc-
keys,” Best replied that if he was
gaing to be ene, he guessed he'd
show slides on the wall of all the
big band leaders.

“and she kind of said, ‘that
wasn't very exciting.”

“Then it just hit me within two
seconds. I said, ‘I know I can go out
and get 15 or 20 frlends and ac.
quaintances to get up there and
pantomnime or mimlc or Jip syne,
what have you, the blg band
sound.”

ile'd also go out and get real in-
strumenls that were broken, build
bandstands and have mirrored
balls turning and the lights running

up and down, and the group would
all wear unlforms. “Then one of us
would be a disc jockey and play
that great sound, but the people in
the audience would have something
to look at also.”

IN ILLUSION, the plano Tllnynr
Is the dise jockey, working the au-
dio equipment.

Of course, a person In the audi-
ence who really wants to make the
illusion as real as possible won't
look for the cquipment or what the
pianist Is sometlmes dolng off to
the stde. And the person wlll forget
that members of Iiluslon have such
reallife occupatlons as teacher,
newspaper writer, stockbroker or
naturalist at a nature center. The
person should simply enjoy the
show.

Best conslders the group's vocal-
ist, Andrea Wofack, “a knockout. 1
don't know what we would do with.
out her,” he said. “And when you're
five feet away from her or 15 feet
away from the band you can't tell
.+ .She's Incredible.”

When band plays music,
it's strictly make-believe

In addltion to Best and Harper
Woods resident Wojack, regular
members of Illuslon include Don
Myers of Troy, George Preston of
Plymouth, Ken Boldig of Roches.
ter, Monroe Walker of Detroit,
Clark Landon of Rochester, Dick
‘Turnquist of Liventa, Peter Smith
of Northville, John Polson of Red-
ford, John Gosney of Wixom, Mar-
tha Hindes of St. Clalr Shores,
Best's son, Bob, of Falr Haven, Don
Lax of Inkster, Wayne Whitlark of
Wcisllnnd and Dave Powers of De-
troit,

Best noted how difficult it is for
Dave Powers, a professional
drummer, to pretend to play
drums, “And when he's done, we al-
most have to carry him off the
stage because it's much harder to
play but stop short of actualty hit-
tng, The guy really wears himsel{
out.”

BEST ALSO SAID that Illuslon
has no Intention of taking work
away from disc jockeys or from
real bands. There are very few real
bands performing In the Detroit
arca today. It takes a lot of money
to keep a real big band fogether.
“If the person has the money —
there's no doubt about It — they
shauld definitely hire a band, You
can't beat that excltement of live
cntertainers and live music.”

For those who can't afford a real
blg band but can spend a little
more than what a dise jockey re-
quests, Nllusion might be the an-
swer,

However, Illusion only performs
once a month or maybe twice. “We
don't intend to or want to work
every week.”
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Large stage swamps
Ayckbourn’s comedy

d.

Performances of the M
Braok Theatre production of “Ab-
sent Friends” continue through
Sunday, March 20, on the Oakland
Uni; ity campus in Roch
Hills. For ticket information, call
the box office at 370-3310,

Alan Ayckbourn's little two-act
comedy, “Absent Friends,” gets lost
on the Meadow Brook stage like a
rubber duckie on a vast theatrical

sea.

Ayckbourn himself says, ‘"Absent
Friends' is a play for a small intl-
mate theater where one can hear the
actors breathing and the silences
licking away.”

The fact that the play s out of its
element on the broad Mcadow Brook
stage only compounds its problems.
For starters “Absent Friends” Is not
one of Ayckbourn'’s best (which prob-.
ably accounts for why it's not done
as often as his other plays).

Despite an excellent cast, the
Meadow Brook production suffers on
three counls — from z selting that
swallows its small actien, from
sluggish pacing and from limitations

" in the play itself.

Keeping the pace whirling along
at a breathless clip may be the only
way to keep Ayckbourn's commenta-
ry on marriage In “Absent Friends"
from becoming lugubrious, but
rather than set a whirling pace, dl-
rector Terence Kilburn sets the play
chugging along In the slow lane.

Compared to the antle pace of
Ayckbourn's hyperactive comedy
“Taking Steps,” which Meadow
Brook Theatre wonderfully produced
three years ago, "Absent Friends”
nearly runs aground on ils own seri-
ousness.

Cathie

Breldenbach

In the plot, flve British suburban-
ites gather for afternoon tea in honor
of a friend they haven't scen In three
years, Three couples — Paul of the
voractous roving eye, mareled to the
hostess, Dlana, who knows more
than she can stand of her husband’s
philandering; John of the non-stop
twitches, unhappily married to the
taciturn, malcontent Evelyn in scar-
lJet boots; and Madge, In constant
phone contact with the helpless 262-
pound baby of a husband she calls
“Jumjuma.”

INTO THIS matrimonial wasps’
nest comes Colin, the friend Invited
for tea, who to regale the
unhappily married folk with tales of
his fiancee who recently drowned.
His friends hoped to console him, but
this evanescent Pollyanna doesn't
need consoling. He's disgustingly
happy. To hear him tell it, his {lan-
cee was perfection personifled. Mar.
riages brulsed by time and the rigors
of reality come up short compared
to the might-have-been wonders of
Colln’s marriage that never hap-
pened.

Richard Easley plays Colin as an
unremittingly chipper fellow, Hls
cheery bow tie, argyle sweater vest
and matching caramel shoes all
coordinate with his bristly sunshine-

colored mustache, To his “friends”
mired [n miserable marriages, he's
1lke sunshine and brass bands trylng
to cure matrimonial hangovers,

As the taclturn swinger, Evelyn,
Sherry Skinker does wonders with a
wad of gum she chaws continually
even while delivering her droll lnes.
‘Wil Love plays her hubby, John, with
an endless repertoire of twitches and
squirms aggravated by a neurosla
about death and by a rotten mar-
rlage “blessed by a miserable baby."
His hyperkinetic anxieties are furny
for o while, but by Act IT his perpetu-
al motlon verges on tedlous,

If John kas a phobla about death,
Paul Is fizated on sexual conquest.
Carl Schurr plays Paul as an aggres-
sive, ambitious man-on-the-make
whose proper English manoers can't
gloss over the fact that he's an ego-
centric cad underneath,

Poor Diana lives with him, but
wonders why. Jayne Houdyshell has
proven her gift for comedy In nu-
merous other Meadow Brook pro-
ductions, but she never gets to show
her stuff playing the distraught Dia-

na.

As Madge, Jane Lowry gels thei
dizzlest part In the play and takes off:
with it. The wonder is this dear, mid-|
dle-aged dlzzy almost llkes playingi
mama to her whale of a hubby. i
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CATCHALL YOU CAN EAT!

At Our Friday Fish Fest

Every Friday 5-10pm

BEER BATTERED COD,
CRISPY FRIES and
CREAMY COLE SLAW

Only

DléTINCTiVE CUISINE.OF

ALL CHINA « EXOTIC SPIRITS
¢ good tasies with-a !('ltr‘m

TARPLLT HD.
39-233_2 .

ALL THE TOP BRANDS - TREMENDOUS SELECTION
K IT QUT.

TRINI & CARMENS

copled by many.
5. We serve quallty food!

TRINI & CARMENS LA FAMILIA Martinez

Other Exciting Seafood
Selections at Regular
Menu Prices!

| S
Sheraton Qaks

The hospllality people af
27000 SHERATON DRIVE, NOVI, MICHIGAN  313/348-5000

i

TORVILISTEAN
Olympic Gold Medallsts

| Tooamie smuis> GLAMOUR IS BACK!

P . o 5|
| E HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO us.&

HAPPY WEEKEND TO YOU.

March is our birthday and look
what we are giving you for

)
$78°°......
per sulte/per night '

1. A *10.00 Gift Certiticate for Wellington's

Tue.MAR.15 - Sun.MAR.20

Detroit’s favorite Sundsy brunds ls o kale b
tunch, and dinner Snvorites, servid with white linen and siler =
1 the elégaticn of the Kingsley Inni diniog rooms, $10.95/adnlts, - .
$8.95/childiert. 10 a,t; to 2.1, A Bloomfleld Hillstraditlon, 7 |

: 5 GOOD REASONS
WHY YOU SHOULD EAT AT
1. Independent and famlly owned.
2. Gonturles of knowledge and culture,
3. Serving this area for 25 years. We are now serving the
chlidran and grandchildren of our earllest customers,
4. We were the first with our own style Nacho- and
L7
.

715 N. Tel h Rd, 848 Woodward Ave. "
" 3a2-6851 338-8477 Joe Louis Arena
10 BIG SHOWS!
Tue., MAR.15 7:30FPM
ALL Tickets $4.00 off compliments WXYZ-TV 7@
{no coupon needed)

Wed.,MAR.35 oo IT00AM® oovvivnrrecsinssnnsersnns Z30PM®
Thu, MAR.17 7:30PM
G TOTE BAG NIGHT!

ALL kids under 12 receive FREE tote bag
Fr.MAR.18 .,
Sat,,MAR.19 ..... 11:30AM*,
Sun!,MAR20 ,....rrvrrens 1:30)

*Kids (16 and under) and Senior Citirens (62 and over) SAVE $2.00

TICKETS: $11.00, $9.50 and $8.00
avallable at JOE LOLAS ARENA BOX OFFICE and
ALL s, =, OUTLETS (induding AAA & Hudsans)
SPECIAL VIF RINKSIDE SEATS AVAILABLE (13} 42)-4ddé

GROUP DISCOUNTS{25 or more): (313} 5677478
MAT ORDORS: S ych poy Arvron. pre. b 0 Ov

CHARGE BY PHONE (313) 423-6666

7:30PM”
- 7:30PM*

3:30PM'

Restaurant,

2. A Two-Room Sulte with a Luxurious
Living Room and Private Bedroom.

3. A Wet Bar wlth Refrigerator and
Microwave. .

4. FREE Cooked-to-Order Breakfast in our
Atrium.

5. Manager's Receptlon each Evening from
§P.M. untli 7 P.M.

6. Two Telephones and Two Color TVs.

EMBASSY

LETS DO A FAEE
BREAKFAST
BOMETIME

1-800-EMBASSY

You don’t have to be a fat cat
to enjoy The Sulte Life™™
DETROIT - SO
28100 Franklin Rd.
Call Rosalic

For Rescrvations

o

® O&E Sports—more than just the scores

‘ d Fessure Syndicate, Inc. (313) 350-2000
Sulkrs st 18is m':’i‘..':.’-‘::."iﬁ:,"“i‘s.%“.‘";.. end bocat aws.

Owned & Operated by The Management Group, Inc.




