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mission to help the parks and rce-
reation the

Alter a rocky start, Farmington
Hills' Parks and Recrcation Com-
mission and Historic Distriet Com-
misslon have cleared the first hur-
dle in seallng the fate of the histor-
ic Elcanor Splicer estate house.

“1 think the controversles be-
tween (he historic district commis-
slon and parks and recreatlon are
resolved,” sald Paul Blizman, his-
torle distrlet commisslon chair-
man.

Action came less than two
months after the Farmington Hills
City Councll sparked controversy
by asking the histerlc district com-

house's fate.

Some parks and reereation com-
missfoners felt brushed nside, as-
suming the Spicer house was part
of their balllwick to develop plans
and programs {or the city’s parks.

In recent weeks, both commis-
slons approved the concept of a
more than $30(,000 three-year plan
to restore and transform the estate
house Into_a visitors center for
Heritage Park on Farmington
Road, belween 10 and 11 Mile.

“Basleally, they were In agree-
ment that this was a good atart,”
said Dan Potter, Farmington Hills

 “Our concern is with the exterior and
. some parts of the Interior that we. -

| —Paul Blizman
- .historic district ",
- commisslon chairman’

By Joanne Mallsxawskl
staff writer

A-proposed three.year remova.
tlon program will- transform the
§2-year-old Eleanor Spicer estate
house into a visitors center for
Farmington Hills' Heritage Park.

Under the plan, developed by af- ~
chitect Mike Kirk of Kirk & Koske-

, Detrolt, the d

would ensure the preservation of
the historic house, particularly it
the house is placed in the city’s pro-
tected historic district.

Uslng the estate house as a visi-
tors center was chosen after the
parks and recreation commission
struck down plans to use the facill-
ty as administrative offices. “Costs
Just drove It out of sight,” parks

a
$377,400 improvements would be-
gin this year and run through 1980,
“We feel very comfortable in the
recommendation we're making
now that we can have a function-
ing. restored building to serve the
publle and the park,” sald Dan
Potter, Farmington. Hills special
servlees dlrector.
The three-year program also

and chair-
man Dennis Fitzgerald said in De-
cember,

tal services stalf drew up a
list showing how a visitors center
could be used n the park on Farm-
lngllon Road, between 10 and 11

o,

OF PRIMARY importance to

the parks and recreation commis-  community grou]

greet visitors again

speclal services director,

THE PROPOSED three-ycar
program s tentatively scheduted -
for clty council review March 14.
The clty council apparently will
make a final decislon on what is to
be done with the house and how
much meney should be apent,

Both commissions went a step
further. The historic district com.
mission’ will recommend placing
the estate house in the cily's pro-
tected historic district.

“I don't know if the parks and
recreatlon commission will agree
with that recommendation,” Bliz-
man sald.

Putting the estate house in the
historic district commission should
have no effect on the pro] res
toration and visitors center plans.

“Qur concern is with the exterior
and some parts of the Interlor that
we think are historically signlil-
cant. I think 1t will be a gem," Bllz-
man said,

The parks and recreation com.
mission directed restoration archi-
tect Mike Kirk of Kirk & Koskela
architects, Detrait, to develop pre-
limlnary plans of what a new bulld-

sion 1s the visitors center for recre-
ational programming, such as na.
ture study, day camps, cross-coun-
try skt center, hay rides and a fall
festival.

Second In priority is the use of a
visitors center for exhibits. Sug-
gested exhibits include a photo dis-
play of the park’s four seasons, In-
dian trails in the Farmington area
and nature displays,

Next in priority Is using the cen-
ter for city and community func-
tlons, Parks and recreation, beaut!-
fication, arts and historical com-
misslons could have their meetings
In the center, Potter sald.

C might in-

would be placed in the city's p:

Ing of comparable size would cost
the clty.

“If we had that, we can say o
the counctl, this is the compari-
son,” sald John Balley, parks and
recreation commlssion vice chalr-

man.

Bulldlng a new facillty for the
special services department, in-
cluding parks and recreation, Is not
a new [dea. It was flrst discussed at

and functions.

d historic

Far

a joint meeting of the parks and
recreation commission and city
couacit in December.

THE THREE-YEAR restoration
program makes good on a promise
the parks and recreation commls-
sion made by memo to the city
counctl In January.

The memo was presented when
the city council requested the hls-

Renovation program to preserve old Spicer house

proved to stabllize the structure,

Under Kirk's plans,
the most money, an estimated
$220,000 of the total $377,400,
would be spent In the third year. At
first, city offlclals were uncertain
whether revenue from the [ive-
year, 0.5-mill parks levy could be
used for the house.

But Potter said it appears the
parks money may be used for the
house. "The city was consistent
with its promotion of the millage in
the restoration of the Spicer
house,” he sald.

The city council, however, will
make a final decislon on how im.

clude using the house as a parks in.
formation center and by various
for meetings

p would be financed,

IN THE first year of the plan,
the house’s exterior will be im-

pi wiil be made to the
stucco, shutters, gutters, woodwork
and the roof. Total cost of improve-
ments in the first year, including
electrical and site work, comes to
about $71,300,

“These items will deterlorate
further if they are not addressed,”
Potter sald.

Interior improvements In the
house's south wing. where the bed-
rooms are, will be addressed in the
second year. Work also will contin-
ue on the exterlor. Total estimated
costs for the second year are
$85,600,

In the second year, transforming
the house to a visltors center will
begin by converting the bedrooms
and bathrooms to an office and

Hills Historic District Commission.

«the house and whether the house

RANDY BORST/statf photographe:
The 62-year-old Eleanor Spicer estate house district, according to a recommendation by the

tarie district commission to devel”
op its own ideas on possible uses of

should be placed in the historic dis-
triet.

In the memo, the parks and rec-
reation commission spelled out
thelr intentions to develop plans,
includlng a budget, for a visltors
center, to stabilize the house and
site work. B

large open arca. "We will open the
majority of that wing for an inter-
pretive area,” Potter said.

In the third and most expensive
year of the program, the rest of thé
house will be addressed. For exam:
ple, the library will be converted to
a conference room, the living and
dinlng rooms to reception areas,
and the kitchen and pantry areas to
public restrooms,

TO ENSURE that the historic
signiflcance of the house, deslgned
by Michigan architect Marcus Bur-
rowes, Is malntalned, any existing
chandetlers or tile work will be
used in restoration. For example, a
bullt-in wooden refrigerator is ex-
pected to be saved and used, Potter |
sald. it

Grant would let library
patrons tap resources .

of University of Michigan

By Joanne Mallszewskl
staff writer

Imagine tapplng Into a plethora of
information avallable In the hal
lowed stacks and flles of the Univer-
sity of Michigan Library.

Farmington area library patrons
might have that chance If the Farm-
ington Community Library becomes
one of flve to seven library systems
in the state ted to benefit from
a $535,000 Kellogg Foundation

grant.

“I think we stand a reasopable
chanee because no one Ia dolng what
we're doing for the business commu-

tor.

WITH THE program, local pa-
trons would have access to the uni-
versity llbrary’s six miklion volumes,
for example. “These jtems for the
most part are ones you wouldn't find
in a traditional library,” Papal sald.

The program will go a long way In

de-

les in the Detroit area, Those expect-
ed to apply for the program are Can-
ton, Southfleld, Rochester Hills and
Bloomtield Hills,

Criteria the library systems will
be judged on include current local
resources, library size and communi-
ty type, community interest and sup-
port, economie development needs

t

meeting the public’s g
mand for popular issues and other
information like science, englneer-
ing, robotles.”

In addltion to providing access to
the university library’s more than 2
million bibliographic records, li-
brary applicants would recelve:

.

nity,” sald Beverly Papal, Farmiog:
ton Community Library director.
The lbrary's application to partic-
ipate in the five-year pilot program
has received the blessings of the
and Hills

, s0ft-
ware and telecommunication;

@ capabllity for electronic mail
And“conlerendng with U-M library
staff; ]

® database search services (over

Fi
city counclls and the F

the

Farmington Hills Chamber of Com-

merce.

With the Kellogg grant, the U-M
library would create a remote infor-
mation network called M-LINK. A
part of the grant also will be used to
convert the U-M library’s card cata-
log system for compute data.
base of more than 2 million
records In the Michigan Research Li-
brary Network,

Successful library applicants will
be able to tap Into Lhese resources by
computer. “We hope that through
theso public Hbraries we can provide
support to chambers of commerce,
local school boards, economic devel-
opment corporations, small busl-
nesses, professional groups, as well
as individuals,” sald Richard
Dougherty, university library diree.

U.S. health theme of

“'As the year 2000 approaches and
new health concerns . surface, the
medical profession is preparing na-
{lonal objectives for disease &nvn
tion and health promotion in the next

century.

Margo Gorchow, a registered
nurse and executlve director of Bols-
tord General Hospital's Health De-
velopment Network. ln Farmington
Hills, will glve testimony on risk re.
duction Issues, such as stress manag-
B sy of e V. Puble

onal of the o
gulth Service and the Institute of
Medicine Th

wursdsy. and " Friday at -

cine
Wayno State Univeralty. -
.'The hearings are designed to help

A I X

) for U-M's

12¢d resources; an .

@ delivery of books, Journals and
other requested materfals “over
telefacsimile equipment that.would
be installed In the local libraries.

““There I5 no direct cost atJeast In
the first five years,* Papal zaid, It's
reasonable, however, to expect costs
for some staff time with the pilot
program, she added.

'UNDER THE pilot program, local
1ibrary patrons who plan to do bus!-
ness, for example, in another coun-
try would be put In touch with per-
sonnel at the university Ubrary who
are fluent In a cular ge,
as well as in trade and financia) in-
formatlon, Dougherty said.

The Farmington lbrary system
will be competing with other librar-

of the of educa-
tional support and local library ser-
vices.

Papal sald she believes the Farm.
ington library system has a fighting
chance even though there have been
reports that U-M library officlals
would like to use the program In out-
state areas rather than urban southe
east Michigan.

“I think we make an excellent
case,” Papai sald.

The lbrary system ranks first in
the Wayne-Oakland Library Federa-
tion in the greatest circulation in the
last few years. In 1988-87, both the
Farmingion and Farmington Hills
branch had a materials circulation
total of 555,439,

IN THE past year, the library's
reference services increased 18 per-
cent. Of the B850-1,000 database
{computs ) es for Infor.
mation, half came from the business
community, Papal said.

What also speaks well of the Ui-
brary’s chances is Farmington and
Fa n Hills as & center for
business and as the beadquarters for
many major corporations, she con-
tinued,

“We have tried to market our ser-
vices for business,” Papal said. .

‘hearing

‘The Troy resident developed Bots~

ety S
o Influence the programs. She volv

country’s directions 10r 4 et stsestion, wits extemive

health care.’ class time, course development and

— Margo Gorchow research, Sbe also has expeﬂenea In

develop a framework for coopera-
tlon and action by the health care
groups that will play imporiant roles
In Improving the natlon’s bealth in
the year 2000,
“The reglonal hearings are a vital
of deflning national health ob-
ectives,” Gorchow sald. “This is an
opportunity to Influence, the coun-
try'a dlrections for health care.”

P3y .

’l‘hei 3wo-dny I;urlnp are hebld
every 10 years and ave supervised by
seven PHS and IOM officlals from
acrosa the country,

Gorchow’s participation is part of
Botsford General Hospital's conting.
ing effort to promote and encourage
Individuals and familles to take re-
sponsibllity for thelr own health and
well-belng.
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- Jacobson’s

Shop until 9 p.m. on Thursday and Friday
Until 8 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday

s

A sweet dress for
your little love,

Pink floral print:
European length.
Polyester/cotton.

By Piscila of

Spain. 4-6x. §50; ':
3-4T, $46. \
In our Children's 3
International 2
shops: Ann Arbor, .
Grosse Pointe, ‘?
Birmingham, "}

Dearborn, Livonia

and Toledo.
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