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Fine performances
palr with good play

.1 * Performances of “Speak No

Evil" continue through Sunday,

« March 13, at Trinity House The-

atre in Livonia, For ticket infor-

. .E‘;mima, call the box office at 464-
02,

“Speak No Evll,” an unpublished

+ play by Susan Brown, is making Its
debut onstage at Trinity House The-

. atre in Livonia,

1, . The Intense drama s the flrst play
wrltten by Brown, an anonymous
..Michlgan resident who writes under
a pseudonym. Let's hope there are
« many more,

-5 “Speak No Evil" takes an incisive
look at a contemporary famlly domi-

; nated by an alcohollc husband and
father, and the ways In which each
member of the family is affected by
that relatlonship.

As the play opens, the four grown
children — Michae), Janet, Dann:
,-and Carol — are gathered together
on the day of their father’s funeral,

,.Joking, blekering, drinking and rem-
Iniscing about the old days. In the

1 neat but run-down house where they
all grew up, they assemble around
¢ the TV set and a liquor cabinct.

DIRECTED BY Jeff Hedeen and
Lee Peterman, the confident, care-
fully rehearsed cast is a joy to
» watch,
Christopher Rowland, with hls
i pleasant countenance and deft,
¢ clownish touch, Is just right as Dan-
; ny, who. as a clumsy child, was often
. rldiculcd by his father and, who, as
; an adult, often deals with hls memo-
i ries of that time with hls own caustic
{_-humor aimed at his dead father (“He
\A)hou!d have been hung from the fam-
<Hly tree”).
'Sy As Michael, the older brother,
¢ 'Douglas John Spangler also turns in
=3 fine performance. His Mlchael is
Y\\:s real as your wisecracking, nexi-
“ tdoor neighbor and, throughout the
<F]-‘ly. remains an empathetic charac-
er, despite the potentlal for violence
Lcwhich seems 10 Jurk just beneath his
“ - attractive, comic surface.
1, The vivacious and animated Sum-
= mer Walters is endearing as Janet,

upcoming
things to do

® HANSEL & GRETEL

Henry K. Martin presents the Chil-
dren'’s Entertainment Company In
'llnnsel and Gretel,” a theatrical

for chlldmn at 9:30 and

the sister who trles to cscape the

problems at home by (mmersing
hcmll In schoolwork and popularity
contests,

Younger sister, Carol (through
whose cycs, In several flashbacks,
we see the past), Is played by Kristie
Hass with touching vulnerablllty,
She also displays an uncanny knack
for seeming to physlcally transform
her adutt character into a confused,
hurting child in just a moment’s
time, without benefit of costume or
makeup change,

IN A SMALL ru!c. Debra Jackson-
Burns does a good job a8 the chile
dren's abused, terrorized moather,
who manages to keep her dignity al-
ways, no malter what happens.

As John Smith, the tortured al-
coholie, Jelt Hedcen completes the
cast. His highly complex character,
sometimes resembling a madman, is
wonderfully realized here, sceming-
ly consumed by a dark and terrible
anger that often appears about to
manifest ftsclf, even when he Ls not
drinklng.

Though an intense drama, “Speak
No Evil" contains many light
moments. Actually, much of the play
Is laugh-out-loud funny. Brown has
woven in the comic touches expertly,
so they are a natural part of the fab-
ric of the play and don't have the
feel of something awkwardly tacked
on.

The play Is briskly paced, with no
slack spots and no unnecessary,
overwrltten scenes. The terriflc dla-
logue simply crackles,

Considering its subject, the play
could have fallen into that deadly
trap of preachiness and self-righte-
ousness, but It does not. Also, consid-
erlng its subjeet, its characters could
have been a guu\crlng of tiresome
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stereotypes, neatly dlvided into good
guys and bad guys, and placed on a
stage lo deliver a “message” about
the evils of alcoholism.

BUT THAT hasn't happened here
at all. Brown's characters are won-
derfully complex and three-dimen.
slonal and, with their life and hu-
manlty,are the key-to the success of
this promising play.

Fault worth mentloning: a super-"

fluous, out-of-place concluslon to the

ll am. and 1 p.m, Thursday, March
3; 9:30 and 11 2m. and 1 p.m. Fri-
day, March 4; 11 am,, 1 and 3 pm.

through Muslc Hall Box Offlce or at
any Ticketmaster outlet including
Hudson's and AAA. The Musle Hall
box offlce is open 10 a.m. L0 5 p.m,.
Manday-Friday, and noon to 5 p.m.
Saturdays. For more information,
call the box office at 963-7680. Spe-
clal grnnp rates and dinner theater
d by call-

Saturday, March 5, at the C
1ty Arts Auditorium at the Michigan
State Fairgrounds in Detrolt, Tickets
may be obtained begininng at 10
am, until 2 p.m., Monday, Feb. 29,
at the auditorium box olfice. For
more information or group sales,
call 5571228,

® ICE CAPADES

Ice Capades, appearing Tuesday-
Sunday at Joe Louis Arcna in De-
troit, will conduct auditions for new
cast members, Tryouts will be con-
ducted by the Iee Capades perform-
ance director and coaching staff at
the arcna Friday, March 18, after
the 7:30 p.m. show {(about 10 p.m.)

final scene, The already
knows thls “presence” exists with all
members of the family — that's
what the play has been about.

Above and beyond that, it simply
does not fit here. It may look dra-
matic, but it scems more Like some-
thing that's escaped a Stephen King
horror film — not something which
betongs in thls intlmate, human dra.
ma,

Victoria Diaz is a Livonia-
based freelancer, who specializes
in arts and entertainment arti-
cles in the metro area.
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strong In basic jumps and spins and
be trained fn figure and freestyle
skating, Minimum age for cast
members is 18, although talented
skaters who are 17 may try out if
accompanied by a parent or guardi-
anbg-‘or more Information, call 567-
-]

@ VIENNA CHOIR

The Vienna Cholr boys will appear
{or one performance only 8 p.m. Fri-
day, March 4, at the Musle Hall Cen-
ter In Detroit. Tickets are priced
$18-$14, Tickets may be purchased

PITCHER
ke $9.95

DEEP DISHPIZZA + AITEMS.

P OR SA 3 95
= 8PEC! ALs FO
HOMEMADE SOUPS ARD

s STEAK HOUSE

Fine Food For Fine People
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RCHICKEN BREAST
' “DAKOTA”

Chicken marinated In olive oll, clder
vinegar, brown sugar, herbs and.
splces. Grilled and served on a mound
of fresh; stir-frled vegetables.
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® DIA SHOW

The film ‘Frida: Naturaleza Viva"
is scheduled for 3 pam. Sunday,
March 6, at the Detroit Institule of
Arts, This 1984 made-ln-Mexico col-
or flim Is the story of Frida Kahlo,
Mexlcan artist, polltical actlvist and
feminist, General admission s §2 at
the door of the Lecture/Recltal Hall.

@ SWEET ADELINES

Spirlt of Detroit Chapter of Sweet
Adellnes Ine, will present “Cruisin’
with Spirlt,” a show with Region No,
2's Stiver Medal Chorus and speclal
guest Ambiance at 8 p.m., Friday,
March 11, and Saturday, March 12,
at the Clarenceville HIgh School Au.
ditorium in Livonia. For tlcket Infor-
mation, call 671-0489,

® JAZZBAND

Doc  Alexander's New Orleans
Dance and Jazz Band plays from
8:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m, Friday-Satur-
days at Bobby's Country House in
Livonia. The band offers dance mu-
sle, and traditional, New Orlcans
Jazz for listening.
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.Enjoy A French Toast
for two (or more)...

at Farmmgton Hill's
Freshest Brunch!

qﬁfﬁ% Restaurant

presents -
French Toast with five Iresh fruit sauces
¢ Appetizers ® Fresh Fruit Platters » Hot Entrees
¢ Egg Dishes * Breakfast Meats » Lox & Bagels
* Sweet Rolls and Fresh Creamery Butter
® Fresh Juices » Desserts AND a glass of .
Champagne., Champagne Cocktall or Mimosa!

$895 Adults $5.95 Children (6-12)
Children 5 and under freel

Come to the Radisson Suite
this Sunday 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 pm. and
Enjoy a Toast to the Good Life!
Live Entertainment

@

Radisson Suite Hotel
Farmnington Hills
37529 Grand River Avenuc.
Farmington Hills. MI 48331
1312) 4777800 \ *

7




