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North within reach
of 1st league crown

By Dan O’'Moarn
staff writer

The boys basketball teams at
North Farmington and Plymouth Sa-
lem have a great deal more in com-
mon besides belng finalists for the
Western Lakes tournament champl-
onshlp.

Elther the Raiders or the Rocks,
both of whom were unexpected sur-
vivors In the playoff, will be
crowned the 1988 winner when the
title goes up for grabs at 8 p.m. Sat-
urday in the Salem gymnasium.

The slmilarities between the
teams and the roads they've traveled
to get where they are extend beyond
the fact they have passed the test

thus far,

Both ballelubs had to deal with
trylng clecumstances during the reg-
ular season, both have overcome un-
favorable odds that made them de-
cided underdogs entering the tourna-
ment and both have dlverse, well-
balanced teams.

In the case of North, the Ralders
were dealt an emotional setback on
Jan, 26 when teammate Maithew
Leiter, a reserve forward, died fol-
lowing a loss to Westland John
Glenn.

NORTH SCORED an uplifting vic-
tory over crosstown rval Farming-
ton in its next game, but lost that
cdge until the final game of the regu-
lar scason. That’s when It all turned
around for the Ratders, 8-11.

North toppled unbeaten Walled
Lake Central to quallfy for the
playoffs and followed that with vic-
tories over Plymouth Canton and
John Glenn. In a week's time, the
Ralders had beaten the top three
teams In the WLAA to get to the
championshlp game.

“I've coached for 19 or 20 years
now, and It's one of the toughest and
yet most rewarding years I've ever

basketball

making other players hungrier, and
it glves us more depth,” sald Salem
coach Bob Brodie of those players
who were idle and the necessity of
plnylns others,

‘P've coached for 19 or
20 years now, and it's
one of the toughest
and yet most
rewarding years I've
ever been through with
a group of kids."
— Tom Negoshian
North basketball coach

been through with a group of kids,”
North coach Tom Negoshlan sald.

“No matter what the outcome is
Saturday, secing the development of
these kids and going through adver-
sity as a team and overcoming that
is very rewarding.

“That's what hlgh school athletles

“Is alt about right there.”

In the case of Salem, the Rocks, 8-
10, went lhrough an carly losing
streak during which tlme they shut.
tled players In and out depending on
who was bealthy and avallable.

Senfor guard Jeff Elllott missed
nine games with a broken arm, cen.
ter M.J. Ewald needed surgery tore-
pair a broken nose and was out for
three games and 6-foot-5 pivotman
Bill Anderson was sidelined by
mononucleosis for six games.

BUT THE ROCKS have put it all
together in the playoffs, avenging a
loss to Farmington Hills Harrison in
the flrst round and honding WLC its
second loss in a week in the semifi-

nals, 73-61.
“It's helped from the standpoint of

as the season goes
on bccause you don‘t have all your
players,” he added. “But now we're
starting to reap the beneflts because
we have players who dldn't have a
lot of playing time and are hungry,
and we have depth on the bcnch "
Both teams have

grown .
tomed to the underdog role, lnd the

fact both have made It to the cham.
plonship round makes for the most
extraordinary final matchup in the
brief history of the WLAA.

The dlfficulty an oddsmaker
would have is delermining which of
them becomes the underdog now.
Based upon the records of the oppo-
nents they've beaten In the playolfs,
Saturday's contest should be thelr
easiest game, respectively.

“I think we're the underdog even
in this,” sald Negoshian, whose team
lost both regular-season  meetings
with the Rocks. “Hopefully, we'll use
that to motivate ourselves and play
even harder than we have the last
two games,

“WE'RE GOING to play as hard
as we can for as long as we can and
Iet the chips fall where they may.”

Salem was the third-place team Iin
the Lakes Division with a 5-5 record,
and North managed to tie Farming-
ton for fourth place after upsetting

Central and then won the playolf tie- |

breaker,

The Rocks have beaten the No, 2
team In the Western Division (Harri-
son) and the Lakes champion (WLC),
and the Raiders have ellmlnalnd the
Western winner (Canton) and the
Lakes runnerup (Glenn).

“It's a new season right now,”

Please lurn to Page 2

Raiders settle for 2nd

By Stovo Kowaleki
staff writer

While the rest of Livonia Churchlll's volleyball team
celcbrated the Western Lakes Conference champlonship
Saturday at center court, Alison Merner sat on the
bench, too sore to join her teammates,

But mnk: no mlsulke. Metner was a key ﬂgun: Satur.
day In C WLAA champl-
onship held at Wallcd Lake Central.

Merner had 24 kills throughout the all-day tourncy
and in the champlonship match agninst North Farming-
ton, recorded slx more before sulfering an ankle injury.

Churchill led North Farmington 6-0 in Game No, 1 of
the champlonship before Merner left with the injury.
The Chargers went on to win the match 15-4, 15-8, con-
vinclng themselves they could win without Merner al-
though they'd rather have her {n the lneup.

“WE THOUGHT it might be over. but we decided to
win it for her,” sald Churchill's Mlssy Donahue, who
made seven of clg,hl dig attempts in Gama No. 2. “Coach
{Mlke Hughes) told us we bad more than a chance to
win, but we didn't know if we could do iL."”

Reserve Julie Rieder fliled in capably for Churchlil,
serving 10 points in the champlonship match. To get to
the final round, Churchlll finished second at §-1 in its
pool and then defeated atate-ranked Livonia Stevenson
in the semifinals, 15-3, 1416 and 15-8, by serving 14
aces.

North Farmington, which began the day losing to Ste-
venson in the opening mateh, placed second In fts pool
and beat Walled Lake Central In tho semifinals,

By the time both teams got to the fina! round, they
were exhausted, both Hughes and North coach Sandra
Lublenleck! sald,

“OUR MATCH with Stevenson is an Inter-clty kind of
match that is very emotlonal, and North's match with
Walled Lake Central was very intcnse,” Hughes sald,
“In a way the champlonship was an emotional letdown
for both teams. Overnll. though, It was a nice day. Illke
those kind of dayn.”

State title on line at OCC

North an'nlngwu Hlah Scbool
standout Cindy Cramer
among the swimmers nllempung lo
defend the Michigan Stingray Swim

volleyball

Sald Lublenleckl, whose team finished the regular
scason at 30-9: “We ran out of gas, We played well all
day long but the schedule wore us down, We played
matches one alter the other without having much time
to rest, The legs were starting to go against Central (in

the semis),” -

y Bosscawen and Suzi Butcher were North's top
hulexs. eollecllng 26 kills throughout the tourney, Don-
na O'Brien had 23 kills and Debbie Welntraub had 26
service polats,

One of the better serving performances of the day for
Churchill came In a 15-1, 15-4 sweep of Farmington
Harrison during pool play. Rosemary Hally had eight
points serving' against Harrison. “Rosemary’s good
serving gave me an Indleation that we'd do well,”
Hughes sald

DEFENSE WAS critical for Churchill in its three-

game win over Stevenson. Sefter Sandy Brow had 17..4.

digs in the Stevenson match, along with scven service
polnts. Merner collected seven kills for Churchill, now
sma overall,
The Chargers took commanding 12-2 and 10-2 lends ln

the first and third games, respectively, agalnst Steven- -
son.

“That's been the character of our team,” sald Steven- £
son coach Lee Cagle, “It seems lko in every game?
we've played this year, we've allowed the olhnr team (o
put together a four- or flve-point streak. We get into a'
p&rﬂc mode and aren't able to shut It off wlu: n almpla
sldeout.

have turn
in by mlddle-hl"cr Sua Zatorski (46 kllls), Laura Brown
{18 service ar:u). Rocky Cibor (39 assists), Trisha Kosl-
kowskd (241

But the day belnnged to rival Churchill,’

Blua Dol hins.

Michels McKenzle, the lute
champlon In the 200-yard freestyle
from -Livonia . Nicole

Thu Spurums. who dropped to 34.5 on the yw. did

Association's girls short-course state
chnmp[on:hlp this weekend.

The begins Friday at tho Or-'
chard Rldge Campus of .Oakland
Community Collcga and will contin.
ue through Sun

Cramer, who led the Ralders to a
fourth| plnco floish In the Class A
meet last fall nnd s 0.8 shy o! mak.
Ing the Olymple Time Trials, is one
-of several quality swimmers the
M&ﬂ will entor in the senlor cumpe-

lee Cramer, Mcrcy High School
sthr Roberta

; gh
Orr¢'Janet Caraher,” lan

swimming
Kelly Sheridan and Maurcen Lee
have 1uamled for the ]unlof nation-
als, placed among the top six in
luxue and state mcel.t lml set high
school records during thelr careers,

THE STINGRAYS, who also cap- ,

tured the combincd (boys and.girls)

long-course titl last August, wiil de-" -

fend thelr crown agalnst orea rivala
such as the L Aquatle
Clnh Clarenceville 8wim Clab, Oak-

d" Livll Yers and Birmingham

Stevenson,
Drake of Plymouth Canton, who was

runnerup in two stato-meet events, -

and Tracy Meszaros of Plymon!h
ler{ﬁe:d the Spartan con g

Cramer, iy g pnp'

AH -American and & junlor national

", Meszaros was a state qual”

uallfler.
S(Iez' In the 200 Lnd.lv‘ldunl medl:
They will be sup,

ey,

males Heather WI!\?:CH and Elaine
Danko, a stato champlon and state

q\lllllller In cluh nlmmlng, rupee

tively.
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BILL BRESLER/atatt photographer
Jim Ratajeki's rebounding was a key to North urday when the Raiders go for thelr first West-
's semifinal win over John Glenn,
nnd the same kind of effort will be naeded Sat-

ern Lakes championahip at Plymouth Satem.

\

532-2160

25429 W. FIVE MILE .

~

REDFORD, Ml 48239

STORE HOURS

MON. THRU FRIDAY: 9-7
SATURDAY: 9-4
SUNDAY: CLOSED

SALE ENDS MARCH 12, 1988

. 100,000 BTU INPU‘I’

_~MoEN'cuATEAu \
‘LAV-AND KITCHEN -
" JFAUCETS: - .' "’

WE INSTALL

WHAT WE SELL!

SINIC-ERATOR:
GARBAGE DISPOSALS

34109% f

%H,
‘#333/88

KOHLER WELLWORTH \&.

AYEAR

H ATS AI.

Z ngnouomg;"zi""; ‘| VENT DAMPERS
LAST OHANCE AT 1907 PRICESI THERMOSTAT : gg
) ‘FURSNACE SALE! . E‘,t%;;'%g@m"“'"“ s .
. 449 #Ea, 154005 |j|  ENERGY COST :gg.gg :332
: 75,000 BTU INPUT . X
ptobeon - 8 $99°s 169.95 $39.95
" 519 REQ. 162405 REG. 12095 || 6" $74.95 4495

KOHI.ER LAKEFIELD KOHLER RIALTO
'CAST IRON KITCHEN SINK: "WATER SAVING TOILET " |1 FASHIONABLE ONE PIECE TOILET
- '$ 95 $ 7995 324995
ed - (( i ns!ggao RE%#EE.W REG, 1356.50
;2" 19g% | e *324%
k : HEG, 1269.30 . REG,%144,65 . REG.1448.90.
E COLORH COLOR *

SHOWER

s, 54%

P.

e REG.'54.95

WHILEQUM‘TH’[ESI.AS“

kom.an CORALAIS

WABHERLEBS 3-VALVE

% HEG, 73.40
231 -

,w
MUSTEE HEAVY-DUTY
" LAUNDRY TUB
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