AA(F)

O&E _ Thursday, March 3, 1988

Sewer costs remain uncertain

Continued trom Page 1

The improvements will beneflt all
16 conununities in the Evergreen-
Farmington system, ecven though
Farmington Hills and

“My concern s that the orlgina-
tors of the fluw should carry the ex-
pense,” Roblnson sald, referring to
h of F

cils that attorneys can address pay-
back concerns in the contracts that
must be signed by both city counclia,

nort!
Hills and Southfield.

fave suffered the greatest sewage
over{low problems.

‘The city council
ance that communities, such as West
Hloomfield Township, Bingham
#arms. Auburn Hills and Birming-
t.im. will pay up when it's their turn
to tap into the additional sewage
fiow capacity provided by the im-
proveiments,

ant an assur-

Roger Smith, Southfield’s De-
partment of Public Service

director, reviews an Ever-
green-Farmington Sewer
System District report Mon-
day night.

By Joanne

Steve Hur-
ite told his colleagues that at one
time, Beverly Hills tapped into the
Southfield system and it was years
before anyone was the wiser.

“What prevents them, the com-
munities to the north, from doing the
same thing?” Hurite asked.

Frank Naglich, Oakland County
project engineer for the Evergreens
Farmington system, told the coun-

The are expeeled to be re-
viewed by each council at thetr regu-
lar March 14 meetings.

BECAUSE THE county does not
meter sewage flow between coms
munlties, Farmington Hills council-
man Ben Marks suggested an auto-
matic escalator clause in the con-
tracts to ensure other communitles
pay their share,

Southfleld councliwoman Suzanne
Goldstein asked about growing Au-

burn Hills' particlpatlon in the (m-
provements from the start.

“We know at the moment Auburn
Hills Is a favorite son,” she sald, ask-
Ing if It would join in the federal
grant application and help foot the
majority local costs.

“1 have no way of knowing," re-
sponded Roger Smith, Southficld
publle services director.

But Blasell sald the grant applica-
tion is ready to go by the April 1
deadllne and cannot be delayed.

“The concern s that you can't
change the grant applicatlon. We are
at the 11th hour.”

West Bloomfleld

Farmingtoa Hills

-~ Lepup

State ranking to help project get

By Joanno Maliszowski
statt writer

1t's not cheap. But the federal government Is
expected to help.

Farminglon Hills and Southfleld officlals
are keeping thelr fingers crossed that a feder-
al grant wilt come thelr way to pay more than

‘The state sets the priority list,

BONDS WILL be issued to pay for the local
share of the Evergreen-Farmington improve-
ments, F: Hills' total Is

At the t, we're
one,’
— Frank Naglich
county project engineer

half of the $46.5 million impi
ments to the deteriorating Evergreen-Farm-
Ington sewer system.

“The state sets the priority list. At the
moment, we're number one,” sald Frank Na-
glich, county project engineer for the Ever
green-Farmington system.

The SS-percent federal grant avallable
through the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency would pay some $24 million of the to-
tal cost. Farmington Hills and Southfield
would beneflt the most from the improve.
ments and pay the most.

The two citics are applying for the federal
grant to pay for the first constructlon seg.
ment, expected to be financed with 1987 feder-
al money. A grant would again be sought for
the sccond segment, expected to be flnanced

1F THE citles recelve the grant for the first
segment, the local share would total an esti-
mated $13.8 million. Of that, Farmington Hills
would pay $8.7 milllen and Southticld §5 mil-
1lon, said Tom Blasell, Farmington Hills publie
services director.

1f the second segment Is also financed with a
federal grant, the local share would be an esti-
mated $11.8 million. Farmingten Hills would
pa)‘y’ $2.7 million and Southlleld $9.1 milifon, he
said.

If the first segment grant Is recelved, con-
struction would begin a year from now. The
second segment, provided the grant was
received, would begin a year later, Naglich

$11.5 million; Southfield's Is $14.2 milllan,
Both cities have been saving money to make
the bond payments.

“I don’t antlclpate it being a problem,”
Farmingten Hills city manager Willlam Cos-
tlck said.

Sewer charges most likely will not be in-
creased because Farmington Hills has some §6
milllon In the sewer fund to make the bond

cnts.

Southleld has some $12 milllon set aside.

“Qver the past 20 years, we have been sav-
ing for it. We're anxlous to have it In," sald
Roger Smith, Southlleld public services direc-
tor.

NEXT IN line for federal grants is the so-
called super sewer, the North Huron-Rouge
Valley Wastewater Control System, and the
First Hamilton rellef line, south of Farming-
ton Hills and Southfield.

Together, the three projects will greatly im-
prove sewage flow to the Detroit Wastewater

federal aid

“All three of them are dependent on each
other, The green light is on,” Blasell said.

THE PROBLEM with the existing system,
built In the 1950s, is overloaded sewage lines.
Most weren't bullt to handle the amount and
type of development in the Oakland County
communities.

Also of concern is Detroit’s authority to turn
off the main line going to the sewage plant .
when overflowing beglns, Smith sald.

Because there has been no place to put the
overflow, diluted sewage has secped Into
homeowner basements, back yards and, even-
tually, the Rouge River.

The EPA's Interest In the projects and its
willingness to provide finoncing has been
spatked by the environmental damage caused
to the Rouge by overflowing sewage.

With or without a federal grant, Smith said,
the federal government has ordered the com-
munities to improve the sewage system.

In addition to the major $48 million im-
provements, each community will recelve or-
ders from the state Department of Natural
Resources, which certlfles grant applications,
to make local improvements to accompany the

with 1988 federal money.

sald,

Backup relief
New sewage system may be operating in 2 years

stalf writer

1f all goes as planned, rellef will
be on the way within two to three
vears for flooded basements and
back yards in Farmington Hills and
Southfield and for sewage overflow
into the ajready polluted Rouge Riv-

T
Relief will be in the form of $48.5
million in [mprovements to the over-
burdened Evergreen-Farmington
sewage system and the lines that
carry the {low to the Detroit treat-
ment plant on the Detroit Rlver.

The proposed improvements, ex-
peeted to be financed in part by fed-
eral Environmental Protectlon
Agency grants, will add capaclty to
the sewage lines and stop sewage
overflow spilling into basements and
the Rouge Rlver.

Improvements are needed for an
expected boom In development in
the northwest section of Southfield,
along the Farmington Hills border,
at 11 Mile and Inkster, said Roger
Smith, Southfield publle services dl-
rector .

Propertles in the rapidly develop-
ing 11 Mile-Inkster-Franklin area
are currently hooked up to existing
sewers. When the Interceptor is
built, ¢ will serve the arca, Smith
sald.

IN FARMINGTON Hills, Im-
provements will provide relief to re-
current flooding $a the Kendaliwood
subdlvislon, north of 12 Mile near

F; Road, and L (]

subdivislon, south of 11 Mile near
Middlebelt, said Tom Biasell, Farm-
ington Hills public services director.

THE segment also will
address capacity problems. Capacity
will be added to a major sewer inter-
ceptor. A rellfl‘ line north of 1-696,

‘Two other major system imp:
ments — the North Huron-Rouge
Vailey Wastewater Control System
and the First Hamilton relief line —
also will provide increased capacity.
The two projects rank behind the Ev-
ergreen-Farmington system as a
federal fInancing priority.

Part of the problem with the exist-
ing system are Its amall pipes, which
were not expected ¢o handle the
amount and type of development oc-
curring in Southfleld and Farming-
ton Hllls. The system was installed
in the 1950s.

First-segment construction will
ease Kendallwood's problems. A
large underground storage facility
will be built behind Dunckel Mlddle
School, on 13 Mile, between Farm-
ington and Orchard Lake Roads.

The storage facillty will release
sewage at a controlled rate into the
llnes and carry it to Detroit. Relie:
lings also will be built in the Ken-
dallwood subdivislon to provide ad-
ditlenal capacity to the existing
lines.

Improvements also will be made
In Southfleld near Eight Mile and
Berg roads. Basements in this area
are tooded when Detrolt turns off
the valves and the Farmington-Ev.
ergreen Interceptor begins to back
up, Smith said. “Because of these ca-
paclty problems, we have backups,”
Smith said.

through Southlleld
will be built.

An additional outlet/relief line
will be bullt that will Ue into the
Middlebelt interceptor. This outlet
will relleve sewage backup in the
Middlebelt sewer and, in turn, re-
lleve some of the problems Lhat
Farmington Hills' L b-

near and
to Eight Mlle,

Plant on the Detroit River.

relief line will reduce the chances of
Detroit turning off the valves when
lines going to the treatment plant
are overloaded. The Installation of
the line, to be completed by Detroit,
{s expected to be built simultaneous-
ly with Evergreen-Farmington's
{lrst segment, Biasell sald,

* THE RELIEF line will take Ever-
green-Farmington sewage along an-
other line. Detrolt could still Inter-
rupt service, “but it's a much lower
chance of shutting off the First

su
divislon has experienced, Biasell
sald.

Both citles will be forced to make
local imp:

than the pres.
ent connection,” said project engl-

major improvements.

neer Davld Waring of Iting en-
gincers Hublﬁ:ﬂ. Roth & Clark,
Hills.

o
the major improvements. Southfield
will be ordered to develop 8 mainte-
nance plan and make minor repairs
on existing lines, Smith sald.
Farmington Hills whl have to im-
prove Internal lines in the Lin-
colnshire subdivision, for example.
“Once we have the capacity avail-
able on Middlebelt Road, we have to
get It from Lincolnshire internally to
the interceptor,” Blasell sald.
Constructlon of the First Hamilton

The estimated $18 million local
share would be split between the
North Huron-Rouge Valley Waste-
water Control System and the Ever-
green-Farmington, Farmington Hills
and Soulhfield would pay about 7¢
percent of the estimated $9 milllon
Evergreen-Farmington coats, Bi-
asell said.

“We're still working out the
costs,” he added.,

THE COVENANT BAPTIST CHURCH PRESENTS...

Splritual Renewal Services {Isalah 40; 31)
Guest Speaker Dr. Robert Roberts, Chalrman of the
Amerlcan Baptist Evangellsm Team. March 8-13

March 8th-  7:00 p.m. The Promise of Renewal
March 10th- 7:00 p.m. The Path of Renewal

Southfield council members Barbara Talley and Steve Hurite
take notes on a presentation about the Evergreen-Farmington
Sewer System District.
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March 11th- 7:00 p.m. The Process of Renewal
March 12th- 10:30 a.m. The People of Renewal
March 13th- 11:00 a.m. The Power of Renewal

GEYUTED 1O SUERING AND StPGL A
THE HAMLST 1N HONEKAT SERvICY

THE MICHIGAN FEDERATION OF BUSINESS
& PROFESSIONAL WOMEN’S CLUBS, INC.
Invites You To Attend A

Membership Showcase 5800 W, Maple Rd. ) s e : M
Open House % Mile W. of Orcharx: Lake :
: Waest Bloomfleld .
TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 1988

Embnss; Suiﬁes Hotel BW 855-9191 CARING lCOUNTS MOST .
"mso:'tg}“cﬁkm While our decades of providing a highly tralned ‘

6:30 P.M.-9:00 P.M, usa staff and state-of-the-art facilities have qualified

N McCabe Funeral Home for membership in

A nnouncing {\Iallonql Se}ect_ed Morticians, wei consldl;aer n}'\]e

A N T - " mportant element in our reputation to the

“ Twice a week is better @ Twice a week is belter @ Charles Murphy caring rélationship we have esiablished with

of Redford . the families of our community.
Your child will galr?igne full Grand Prize Winner
I JOUrs. of the

grade level in just
* : ..
Guaranteed Farmington Home & Outdoor Living Show
help students catch up, then move
Our learning programs feature;
« A [ull range of teaching alds,

At Sylvan Learning Centers we
ahead by stressing the basics.
+ Complete diagnostic testing

Mr. Murphy’s guess, of 17,845 toothpicks,

+ Individual Instructlon in reading lg::d’tnz computers won a weekend trip for 2 to Toronto.
 ind math | forcement and ’ :m;.,’“‘“ ::::"“ 17,850 toothpicks were actually displayed. funeral dirscters
rewards {or success Pran N .
e H.A. SMITH Lumber & Sug})lies, Ine. 31950 12 MILE RD., FARMINGTON HILLS, MICH.
" Family Founded + Owned » Managed, Since 1816 Phone: 553-0120 - :
o e, ‘Where Your Business {s Appreciated DETROIT LOCATION: . y

and Stangers Are Only Frienda We Haven't Met . )
Hours: Mon.Frl. 7:30.8:30, Sat, 8:004:30 16570 GRAND RIVER AVE. Phone: 838-3762 - - |,
28375 Grand River Ave, (Near Middicbelt) :
FARMINGTON HILLS 474-6610

[ i VoRom
Learning - | Wess BloomfieM s
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