OCC accredited for 10

‘The college has not adequately
supported the libraries for an
extended length of time. Only in the
last year has the budget for non-
salaried items been increased. . . The
collections and services that would
assist in the instructional processes
have been significantly retarded.’

— North Central report

Dems say exec
too ‘negative’
on transit use

By Tim Richard
statf writor

! 1 t
Y

are dlsmayed that Ookland County

Execulive Danie! T. Murphy s so

negatlve on the future of public

transportatlon.

They also say the Republican ex-
ecutive should use growing property
tax revenues for tax cuts rather than
new spendlng programs.

“If the executive is negatlve on
transit,” said Democralic caucus
chairman Larry Pernlck of South.
ficld, “no one is going ta be positive,
And he’s negative in his outlook that
no one uses public transportation.”

“People will use it,” added com-
missioner Lilllan Jaffe Oaks, D-
Southficld, citing youngsters and
senlor cltizens. “We have to put
transportation on the agenda in a
very positive way."

MURPHY DEPARTED {rom his
written text in his state of the county
address Thursday to say that “we're
so auto-oriented” that an expanded
bus system won't relleve (raffle
congestlon.

Murphy and leaders in other coun.
tles are sccking state Jegislation to
decentralize the Southeastern Micht.
gan Transportation Authority for
more county-oriented bus service.
The blll passed the Senate but Is lan-
guishing In the House," .

Departing from his speech text, he
warned that any new money “Is gon-
na have to be raised right here. If the
SEMTA bill doesn’t get through, you
Iv.:lll se¢ 10 more transit except main

ne.”

In his text, Murphy sald, “It's my
unfortunate duty to report to you
that the future of public transit in
Oakland County remalns bleak. If we
are to assure the existence of even 8
modest bus transportation system,
which will serve the eldu‘lyl handi-

Larry Pernick
Democratic leader

“The homcless are out there. The
economy is good, but we still have a
lot of unemployment,” she said.

RISING PROPERTY tax bllls
await Oakland residents, predicted
commissioner James Doyon, D-Mad-
ison Helghts.

Doyon, whose district covers part
of Troy, polnted to Murphy's re-
marks about “stable millage rates
in one part of the speech and rising
assessments in another.

Murphy departed from his text
agaln to say he wouldn't protest his
own 25 percent assessment Increase
on his Sylvan Lake.home. He also
sald county elforts at economic de-
velopment are giving Oakland a
faster growth rate than any reglon in
Michigan. .

“In effect, Oakland County tax
bills will go up," said Doyon. “He
sprinkles al} through his speech new
{deas on how to spend money — new
bulldings, transit.”

PERNICK SAID

capped and transit, dep of
Oakland County, then we must begin
to use some of our dollars, as they
become avallable, to bulld a fund tht
can be used to get an acceptable sys-
tem at work in our county.”

“{{E SAID HE'S not gonna get on
the bus,” Pernick sald in an inter-
view following the speech,

The veteran Democratic leader
sald his own experience with Man.
hattan buses was that they were
“clean, fast and no concerns about
crime.”

Qaks, in her {first year on the coun-
ty board, sald public transportation
“has been one of my concerns for
years.”

She was encouraged by Murpby's
remarks about setting up a fund to
attack the problem of homelessness
— once the problem Is defined.

Murphy pas{ed
up an oppi to show J

on winning new revenues for roads.

Murphy sald, “I belleve that the
voters must declde whether or not
they wish to pay for a more compre-
henslve road package.” The Oakland
County Road Commission s asking
the county board to put a vehicle
registration fce on the 1988 ballot
gmt could raise as much as $18 mil-

on,

‘Murphy stopped short of endorsing
the idea and Instead he thought a
county-option fuel tax “Is the only
way (o do IL." The state Legislature,
however, rejected that bill.

Pernlck sald Murphy also should
endorse making the Road Commis-
slon bipartisan. Currently, all three
members are Republicans,

“He should also have a plan for
how. to use the money (from the reg-
istration {ce),” Pernick sald.

/

O’Brien facing
short prison term

John J. O'Brien, suspended Oak-
1and County Probate judge, will re-
port April 18 for a federal prison
sentence that probably will last {our

months.
O'Brien, 58, of

preme Court remove him from off-

ce.

@ He filed for personal bankrupt.
cy early in 1988,

® His wife, a substitute teacher,

was
sentenced Monday to two

is from surgery.
At age 60, h , O'Brien will

prison terms of one year for flling
false credit applications for credit

cards, |
A court officinl said he will be eli-
-gible for parole when one-third of

the source of income and what he ls
golng to do with the reat of hls life.”
Sentencing O'Brien was US. Dis-
trict Judge George LaPlata, a for-
mer Oakland elrcult judge.
O'Brien’s troubles are many:

© His license to practice law was .
automatically suspended when he.

was convicted Jan. 14 by LaPlata af-
ter a non-Jury trial.
i Court

Judge leaves office.
* LaPla

‘u‘ll! and s ap)

be eligible for a pension of nearly
$35,000 — nearly 40 percent of his
‘current §$88,000 salary, according to
a pension administrator in the state
Department of ‘Management and
Budget, Patricla Nichols sald pen-
slon rights are unaffccted by how the

{a could have sentenced him
1o two years In prison and flned him
$2,000, Andreof? asked for probation
bocause of the “victimless” nature
of thecrime. . .

O'Brien has petitioned for a new
ling his conviction
tothe US. Court of Appeals.

A'probata judge 13 years, O'Brien
was convicted of falling to report
more than $76,000 and $86,000 in

. prior debts on two separate loan ap-

& The p:
. hassuspended him without pay. .

. np:ngndld:l Tenure Commis-
last week recommended the Su-

in-1984. Both
loans were.approved. O'Brien sald

he did not {ntentlonaily cover up the”
debts, -0 . G

By Yim Richard
slaft weller

Ten-year accreditation — the
maximum — was recommended (or
Qakland Community College by an
cvaluation leam from the North

. Central Assoclatlen of Colleges and.
Schools.

North Central's 44-page report
was repealedly salted with the word
“enthusiastic” which it used to de-
scribe the physical plant staff, man.
agement, computer center staff and
clected trustees.

The team, headed by president
Vernon 0. Crawley of St. Louis (Mo.)
Community College, found morale
high in a “very well qualified and
competent” faculty of 282 full-tim-
ers.

The report was peppered with the
word “exemplary,” which was ap-
plied to OCC’s programs In comput-
er integrated manufacturing, cull-
nary arts and ceramic technology, as
well as the work of its Business and

-Professional Institute.
LIBRARIES

and the college's
marketing program were the chiel
solt spots found by the North Central
team, which visited OCC’s five cam-
puses and central office last Nov. 2-

4

Richard T. Thompson, vice presi-
dent for academic affairs who head-
©d OCC's evaluatlon effort, told trus-
tees last week that Chancellor R.
Stephen Nicholson has been at work
on virtually all the “concerns"
ralsed by the North Central team,

Thompson sald there were “no
surprises” In the North Central re-
port. Thompson sald he averaged
one day & week in preparation for

years; library weak

LAEE ] )
Richard T. Thompsol
VP found ‘no surprises'

the visit, but that effort was “a by-
product If what we were doing.”
Even before the accreditatlon vis-
it, Nicholson had produced a broad.
brush concept to pump more materi-
als and more on-line transmisslon of
informatlon into the libraries.
Previously OCC had been ac-
credited for seven years. The new
10-year accreditation will be Inter-
rupted by a third-year “focus"visit
for a look at progress toward a com-
prehenslve Institutional master plan.
“It s the team's judgment that thls
area is critical to directl

Thursday, March 3, 1988 OLE

(L0}

chancellor durlng his annual review
last month.

Later in last week's meeting, the
board voted to extend hls contract
another year. It now runs to Oct. 31,
1991,

The board made Nicholson’s car
allowance part of his salary, Wwhich
now is $102,233 and will go up 5.5
percent next year. No pay Increase
is scheduled the third year, but five
personal leave days will be added,
according to trustee Edward Pap-
pas, who hcaded the review
commmiltee,

THE NORTH Central team's
toughest language was focused on
the libraries. It sald:

“It was found that the college has
not adequately supported the libras-
ies for an extended length of time.
Only In the last year has the budget
for non-salaried items been in-
creased.

“As a result, the collections and
services that would assist in the in-
structional processes have been sig-
nificantly retarded . ... Only 2.8
percent of the overall budget is com-
mitted to this Instructional support
service.

“Since salaries and benefits com-
promise a major percentage of the
monies In the librarics' budgets, the
opportunity to maintain a current
collection — let alone keep ulph with

logies in

for the institution and should be as-
sessed within three years, 1990-91,"
the report said.

TRUSTEES HAD little comment,
but had expressed their strong satis-
faction with Nicholson's 1% ycars as

e e In-
formatlon fleld — has not been
avaltable.”

The team did not recommend
what percentage of the budget
should go to libraries, but found “en-
couraglng” OCC's own review of its
libraries’ shortcomings.

St

1t suggested cemralizing librasy ™
acquisitions.

MARKETING and recruitment
are dispersed between OCC's cam-
puses, and the North Central team
found “no coordinated marketing
program” for the entlre college.

But It recognlzed marketing ef-
forts taken In the last two yeary — ™

1t recommended focused research on "~

particular groups to help OCC serve Y
those groups. : K

Now 22 years old, OCC has about
27,000 students on five campuses —
Auburn Hills, Highland Lakes, O
chard Ridge, Royal Qak and South- 2%
field, It grants associates degrees in %,
arts, business, science, applied sci- ¥
ences and general studics, plus g
shorter certificate programs. It has K
opened a smail center in Pentiac, 3
which the North Central team *
pralsed.

‘The Business and Professional In.
stitute won partlcular praise, not
only for tralning skilled people for
rp., Budd Co. and
firms, but for generating $350,
income over expenses In three years.
It cailed BP1 “an instrument for eco-
nomic development, high technology
advancement and college income.”

OTHER FINDINGS: e

®» The county’s economy isl}
strong, and the college financially t%
well managed. But It offered softly -3
padded critlcism of some leaders, In- 13
cluding an unnamed trustee, over(y
reticence to ask voters for an in-<2
crease in the one-mill property tax .
for operatlons. :
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