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North éelebrates first WLAA crbwn

John Shelton, who protects the basketball
from Salem's Todd Marion, was instrumenta)

in North Farmington’s championship victory 58-48 win.

BILL BRESLER/stalt photographee

Saturday over the host Rocks. Shelton scored
a game-high 15 polnts to pace the Raidess to a

8y Dan O'Meara
stalf wriler

North Farmington is no longer the
underdog, the Clnderella team, of

‘. the Western Lakes basketball tour-

nament.

The Raiders are now the champl-
ons of it instead.

North wrote a storybbok ending to
its amazng post-scason perform-
ance with a §8-46 victory over Plym-
outh Salem in the champlonship
game Saturday night.

“Seasons like thls make guys like

me keep coming back to coach after .

20 years,” sald North coach Tom
Negoshian, whose team was the last
to quallly for the cight-team
playolfs and an underdog in all three
tournament games.

“The klds’ hard work and dedica-
tlon reaffirms what high school ath.
Ictles Is all about.”

AS WAS THE casc throughout the

tournament, the Ralders performed
their individual roles for a cohesive

team effort and used a baolanced '

scoring attack.
Senlor forward John Shelton, who

sison vs. (B) Livonia Clarencevile, 8 p.

basketball

BTATE TOURNAMENT
DISTRICT BASKETBALL PAIRINGS .

CLASS A
8t WALLED LAKE CENTRAL

Tuesday, March 8: (A} Walled Lake
c«mu vs. {B) North Farmington, 7:30

Thulldly. Ml!m 10: Wlﬂullwd Mall i

Bob Brodic, whose outfit didn't
resemble the ballclub that had
steamrolled Lakes Divislon champi-
on Walled Lake Central the previous
week.

“Some games we ook like we can
beat anybody, and some gomes we
look like we can't beat anybody.”

Hollman hit a triple to start the
second hall, but Salem raliied to pull
within efght, 43-35, on a pair of Kelth

mith free throws early In the fourth
quarier,

The Rocks Improved their shoot-
lng percentage to the mid-30s, but

they to 4-0f-23 shooting in

7:30 p.m. (Mﬂﬂm advances 10 the Wost
Bloomheld regional n. Highland Park cis-
trict champion} .

LASS B
a FANM‘NGYQN HARRISON
Monday. acch 72 (4) Farmingion Har-
(C) Dalroit Rmmu\cu v (0] Doton

Mu\:hﬂ Oak Park vs, A-B
“WII Oak Stvine vs. C-D

Flldny.luwnu Championship final

advances 1o the SL. mh
Enor somn Lake regiona) vs. Mount
clomomdumn champion}.

is primarlly a was
North's leading scorer with ls points
whlle making nine off 11 free
throws,

Saophomare point guard Matt Hoff-
man, the team’s leading scorer over-
all, had 13 points, and senlor forward
Kurt Dudek contributed 11, all in the
first half to help the Ralders gain the
upper hand early.

In addltion, Jim Ratajski (elght in
the first half) and Vanoy Hill (seven
in llhc second half) added nine polnts
a

plece.

“Nobody tried to do too much, but
they all played hard within their
roles,” Negoshian sald.

He added the team's Increased in-
tensity during (he tournament im-
proved the rebounding which in turn
raised the overall performance.

“COACH SAID all we needed todo |

was rebound from the forwards,”
Shelton sald. “Everybody has been
playing his role the last four games,
and that's why we've been winning.”

“We really felt, up until the last
couple of weeks, we hadn't been
playlng hard with the intensity we

like to play with,” Negoshian said,
“‘But we played as hard as we could
throughout the tournament, leaving
it all on the floor.”

For all intents and purposes, the
game was decided in the [irst quar-
ter when the Raiders began to put
some distance between themselves
and the cold-shooting Rocks.

Salem was 1-0f-10 from the floor
in the first period and didn't score
until Jeff Elliott, the only Salem
player in double figures with 15
polnts, made a three-polnt goal at
the 2:20 mark.

WNorth hadn't been shooting well el
ther, and it had only a 5.3 lead at
that point. But the Raiders finished
strong and scored the last eight
polnts of the quarter,

With Ratajski, Hoffman and Shel.
ton backing up Dudek’s scoring,
North, shooting 12-01-28 in the first
half, extended jts advantage to 23-6
and then 31-12 before settling Into a
33-17 halftime lead.

“WE'VE BEEN
team all year,”

an _inconsistent
sald Salem coach

the fourth quarter, Furthermore,
when the Rocks mi , North,
which had held them to one shot
most of the game, usually got the re-
bound and was fouled.

Consequently, the Ralders nailed
down the win at the {ree-throw line.
They were only 1-0f-6 from the floor
In the final period, but sank 15 of 19,
Irée throws, Shelton was 6-of-6 at
the line In the last quarter and Hill .'r
of+7. -

“The key was the second hal!
when we weren't sbooliug real well

and they came at us,” oshian
sald “We fought it off by rcbmmdlnl
as hard as we possibly could.

“BY REBOUNDING, we got a
couple putbacks and made them
work to score at the offensive end.”

Bill Anderson followed Efilott In
the scoring totals with cight points,
and Todd Marion and Smith added
slx aplece.

Norih, 9-11 overall, made 24 of 32
free throws and 16 of 45 field goals.
The Rocks, also §-11, were 12-0f-14
at the line and 18-0f-60 from the

oor,

“North came out ready to play
{ike it has In the last few games,”
Brodie said. “For some reason, we
didn't. There's no explanation.

“The players have bad a hard time
getting started, especially If the first
couple shots don't go down. Then it
seems whole game becomes a
struggle,

“The kids made a nice comeback,
but you have to give North credit,”
he added. ‘They made their free
m.vgs and took care of the basket-

District tourney
offers challenge

Nan.h Farmington finished one chapter when It won the Western
Lakes basketball champlonship Saturday night, but the story doesn't end

there,

The amazing Ralders, who rose from underdog status to win thelr flrst
leagye champlonship, face another challenge Tuesday night when they
mect Walled Lake Central in a rematch,

The, team expec!
pcrldrmnnce (Central) and the team

ted to win the WLAA title based on regul

THAT VICTORY enabled the Raiders, 9-11, to win a fourth-place tie-
breaker and get into the league playoffs. North went on to win its next
three games and the title while Central, 18-2, lost {n the semiflnals to

Plymouth Salem,

“With this playoff format, it was like a second scason,” North coach
Tom Negmhlnn sald, “Usually, the only second season you get s the

ted {o be the first tournament

expec
casudlly using the same criteria (North) meet at 7:30 p.m. in the first
round of the district tournament at WLC,

The host Vikings were undefeated until North beat them 73-81 on Sat-
urday, Feb. 20, in the last game of the regular season.

"E ut now we have a third season coming up. We're golng tollww upas
the underdog and play as hard as we can for as long as we can.”

That was the alumde Negoshian and his team carried lato the league
tourney and it was successful. Now the Raiders will try to make it work

for a fifth straight game.

Dan O'Meara

By Blll Parker
staff writor

To say Mike Rodriguez was confl-
dent his team would win the Inaugu.
ral MHSAA Team Dual Wrestling
Champlonshlp, is Htke saying Rodney
Dangerfleld gets no respect. A fact,
Isa fact.

Rodriguez was so confldent of his
tcam’s success he had new coaching
shirts printed up, Aleng the bottom
of the front pocket of these shirts
was a list of the years in which the
Shamrocks have captured state titles
~— 1889, '70,'71, '74, 78,83 and ‘88,

Wait a minute. Why 882 The-fi.
nals took place Friday and Saturday
at Kellogg Center Arena in Battle
Creek. The shirts were printed up
three weeks ago.

- “I was pretty confident we'd win
1t,” said & grinnlng Rodriguez, after
his lop-ranked Shamrocks crushed

cighth: ranked Hazel Park, 49-10, In
the finals, “Thls team is a great
tcam, a dream team, a once-in-a-
lifetime {eam. This Is the best bal
anced teams I've'ever had, by far,

We haven't had.a close match all

year, These are dedicated people.”

- AND PRIOR to tho finals, how did
Rodriguez face the opposing coaches
wearing a shirt proclalming the
Shamrocks as tho 88 champs? .

“I kept the '88 covered with a
plece of tape,” he said.

But Saturday nlxht Rod.ﬂgnd

ripped the tapo off as the Shamrocks
unded a perfeet 20-0 dual-meet sea-
son.

“They're a very fine team,” ad-
mitted  Hazel park coach Frank
Stagg, whosa Vikings finished the
scason with a 24-4 record. “They do-
serve to bo the stato” champs,
They're Lhe best team In the state.”

Chris Lemanskl of Catholic
Centrat (top) pinned Hazel
Park's Jason Guthrie in 3:48
to clinch the state champion-
ship for the Shamrocks in the
first toam wresiling tourna-
ment, Catholic Central, 20-0
in dua) meets, whipped the
Vikings 49-10 and Grandville
36-15 in the: semifinals In
which Lemanski won by deci-
sion,

In Saturday's final Hazel Park
drew first blood when Terry Baugh-
man (45-7-1) carncd a 10-3 declslon
over CC's Kevin Rowe (36-17). The
Vikings galned momentuln during
the 105-pound match as De.nnla
Parks (s&u) jumped out to a
lead over CC's Jim Raglow (!5-10),
lato in the sccond period.

But Hazel Park's chanca of aa up-
set was delt.a severe blow when
Parks Jarmed his head Into the mat
with 42 seconds remaining In the
second perlod and was unable to.con-

tinue the uutclL Raglow was award-
«d an Injury default victory and the
Shamrocks took a 6-3 lead. CC never
trailed after that,

“THAT INJURY at 105 was a big .

disappolntment,” sald Stagg. “We

jull bope 1t's “nothing serions, We *

knew our lghter weighta had to
come through, When that ha ed
Ilwokthcwlndoutn(wru Not
to say winnlng match would have
changed the outcome, but jt would
have lept our momentum geing.”

Mike Gentlle (43-8-3) gave CCa §-
$ lead with a 2-1 victory over Jamle
Mathy (48-3) In the 112-pound match.
“Traillng 1-0, Gentlle scored the win-
ning polnts on a take down with 0:5¢ -
remaiaing in the match.

CC's Jay Helm (40-7) stuck Mike

Hneu (ss-u-z) In $:01 of the 115-

rother Matt Helm

rom) fol!awed with an 11-2 major

8 pounds over Willle

Dunuu (!Ml). giving tho Sham-
rocks a 19-3 lead. .

GTEVE FECHT/ataft pholographer

DAVE ROCHE (40-5) picked up
Hazel Park's only other victory of
tho night when he earned a 17-5 su-
perior decision over Scott Christian.
CC’s Brendan Rock (34-8) carned 8.
15-7 major declaion over Mark Crad-
dock (13-14-2) in (he bllﬁo at 138
unds and Chrls Rodrigues (41-5)
pliched a w shutout lznln.ll nm
smu!(ll-lb)nllspound& R
jumped nud, 29.8,
rian Tulley (22-19) surprised
Nell Sell (!5-15-1) wlth an 82 decl- |
sion at 183 pounds.

Shamrocks unstoppable in team tourney

Mathematically, the Vikings still
had a chance with four bouta re-
malning and the possibility of scor-
ing 24 polnts. But the chance of
dolng that against CC were about 23
good as Eddie (The Eagle) Edwards’
chances of winning an Olymple ski
jump meda?,

Chris Lemanskl (29-3-1) clinched
the champlonship for the Shamrocks
when he planed Jason Guthrie (6-1)
In 3:48 of their match at 167. CC's
Ted Rleple (45-10) and Mike Thomas
(;9-9 1) wrestled to a 77 tle before

the Shamrocks turned out the u;hu

LEE KRUEGER (s2:2.1)

, ccs
this year’s indlvidual state champlon

at 198 pounds, wasted little time in
his match, disposing of Clayton
Smidl (15-22) In 1:07. Heavywaiglit
‘Toby Heaton, two-time defending In-
dividual state chamaplon, closed wt
bis high school wrestling career in
high style recording a 15-0 uchnlul
{all over Brian Walte.

“I had the ncrvousness all day,"

_ admltted Rodriguer. “After 31 years

in this sport I still get the same neg-
vousness and the same high This
was a llttle redsmption after last
year,” he added In reference to the .
Shamrocks third-place finish In 1987.
after belng ranled first throughout:
most of the year.

CC also gained a little redemption
in the semifinals, knocking off
Grandville, 38-15.

“Grandville won thé Lln.dnz Easte -
‘ern tournament by one polnt,” sald
Rodriguez. “That match wasalotof .
payback. They have a really good .-
team. We knew Grandville was the
toughest of the three teams (Grand: .
ville, Hazel Park &nd Mount Pleas -
Anl) We felt like that match was the

i
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