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HARRIS' CAREER with the U.S. Postal Service lsn't
something he planned, His dream was to become a po-
Tice officer after he completed & three-year stint in the
U.S. Marines, X

“J wouldn’t be here today If I hadn't been in the Ma-.
rine Corps. That gave me the sclf confidence to do any-

 thing. They make you belleve you can walk through a
 brick wall.”

When he was discharged, he was unemployed. “It was
a case of finding a job, There was nothing open with the
police. So the post office was supposed to be a tempo-
rary fob."

Post Olfice. “Back then, everything came In bags and
pouches.” .

When Harrls was switched to days, he got into the
financial, accounting and administration end of the post
office. He never wanted to deliver mail, “I tried it a
couple of times, But I knew 1didn’t want to do it for the
rest of my life, I wanted to be in supervision and man-
agement.” .

His carcer move into manageément was self-Injtlated.
“T kept asking questions and taking manuals bome. I
took the books home and I memorized them.” |

HARRIS CHUCKLES when he talks about manuals. 1f
there's anything that a government agency has, it's
manuals and regulations and rules covering Just about

It didn’t turn out that way. Harris began hls career as

aclerkon

trucks for the

everything, “We have manuals and we have manuals.*
We even have a manual on mapuals.”
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‘We have manuals and we have
manuals. We even have a manual on
. manuals.’ .
«— Kenneth Harris
postmaster

L -

In between his work In Southfield and his promotion
as postmaster in Farmington 12 years age, Harris had
stints at the Royal Oak and Plymouth post offices.

the credit to employ They have a sense of tnvolve-
ment.” .
IN HIS carcer, Harris has witnessed major changes in
the postal service.
Today, mechanization has come of age. Optical car.
rier readers are programmed to read the 2ip codes on
. pleces of mail. The next step wlit be for the machlnery
wltioﬂ directly for carrier routes. “It's coming,” Harris
sald.
Harris ensures that postal employees realize they no
longer are the only game in town what with private
mail services and parcel companies, “We look at our

Eventually, he was sent to Detroit as's
which led to his promotion to the Farmington area.

“No two days are the same befe, 1 don't have too
many bad days,” be sald, .

And to those who might think that government ser-
vice is an easy job, forget It. The days are long and
Harris lly takes k

police/fire calls

Listed below are some of the
Farmington.area police inci-
dents, fire calls and court cases
reported during the past week:

& 2CHARGED

Two Detrolt men face felony
charges in connection with the
break-In of two cars parked at Cor-
doba Apartments between Feb. 28
and March 1.

Arralgned March 1 before District
Judge Margaret Schacffer of Farm-
ington, the two, one 23, the other 17,
stood mute to two counts of breaking
and entering of a vehicte with dam-
age. Innocent pleas were enlered.

Bond was sct at $1,500 pending a
preliminary examination in 47th
District Court. Conviction could

. bring a penalty of up to five years in

prison.
Spectal Patrol Operational Team
officers arrested the two In connee-

Hearing is

tion with the theft of an emergency

. flashing beacon and two llters of pop

from the two cars, sald detective
Charles Hubbard of the Farmington
Hills police department,

® TICKETS ISSUED

® A 29-year-old Unlon Lake man
was ticketed for ing drug
paraphernalia and having open in-
toxlcants in a motor vehicle during a
trafflc stop on westbound Grand
River near 10 Mile March 3, accord-
ing to a Farmington Hills police re-
port.

® The Dairy Mart, 20750 Farm.
ington Road, recelved three tickels
for selling liquor to minors Feb. 27,
and a report was flled with the stale
Liguor Control Commission the fol-
lowing day, according to Farming-
ton Department of Public Safety re-

ris.

Wdelayed |

on rezoning request

By Jackle Kisin
statf welter

Southfleld and Farmington Hills
residents in the 11 Mile-Inkster Road
area — who for a two-story apart-
ment on a 50-acre tract owned by

\ the school board — will have to wait
for a city on the

February planning commission
meeting and were disgruntled by the
delay of the scheduled public hear-
ing on the project.

Area homeowners, who gathered
in the hal! of the municipal building,
spoke about wildlife In the wooded
section that would be destroyed by
P2 d 1o

proposal.

Southfield’s Plannlng Commlssion
delayed untll Mareh 23 a public
hearing on the request by Southfleld
Public Schools to rezone the single-

family residential land for the apart-

ment development. LA

The commission, at that 7 p.m.
meeting, i3 ted to make a rec-
ommendation to the Southffeld City

Cotincil to approve or deny the re-

2oning.

The slte 11 on the east side of Ink-
ater Road between 10 and 11 Mile.
Occidental Development has of-
fered the school hoard $2.5 mililon
« for the property, contingent on Te-
zoning. The city council last April
turned down Occidental's original
bid for a 871.unit, three-story apart.
ment compler. Since then, Occiden-
_tal submitted a scaled-down, two-
story version of the plan. .

SCHOOL BOARD trustecs bave
threatened to joln Occlidental In a
lawzuit against the city !f the rezon-
ing Is denied.

A few residents showed up at a

They talked about the expense of
sanitary sewers that would have to
be llqsuuﬂdl,: serve the p{c posed
project. g apartmen
swould ¢, vice president of the board
\of directors of the Cumberland con-
dominium assoclation In Southfield,
spoke at earller meetings for the 200
condominium owners and for Farm-
ington Hills residents across the
street.

“Approval of the request would be
a violation of the master plan for
single-family -homes and of transi.
tional zoning,” he sald. “Without ma-
jor road projects in this area, the
added traffle couldn't be handled.

“The city would be sending out the
wrong message if the property s re-
zoned. The city has pledged to pro-
mote owner-occupled housing.”

City council members denled the
mid-rise (three-story) apartment re-
zoning because the sitc abuts single-
famlly homes and condominium
townhouses and because the request-
ed zoning doesn’t conform to planned
future land use.
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The minors who purchased liquor
alsoreceived Uckets,

© THEFTS REPORTED =
plpe groove machine valued at
$5,000 was reported stolen from a
construction traller between Feb, 29
and Mareh 1. ) ! )
Copper tubing valued at $1,000
was reported stolen from an office
building at-Farmington Hills Corpo-
rate Cenler, 32260 Haggerty, be-
tween Feb, 29 and March 1. .
TV, a YCR, stereo equipment,
an answering machine, a clock radio
and cash of undetermined value
were reported stolen from Country
Ridge Apartments March 1.

An air compressor valued at $450

was reparted stolen from a’house un+
der construction on Ardmore March
23 -

A cellular telephone valued at
$1,500 was reported stolen from a
car parked at Northwestern Finan-
clal Center, 30838 Northwestern
Highway, March 8.

A leather jacket valued at $415,
was reported stolen from a locker at
Harrison High School, 20995 12 Mile,
March 3, .

@ DAMAQGE REPORTED
Damage was estimated st $75 dur-

ing a break-Iln at a bouse on Hamil-

ton March 1-2, P

% home, aboat an bour’s
worth of reading.

“We've got a lot of geod people = clerks and earriers.
I'm really pleased to work with them. And I'm not just
blowing smoke. We've won a'lot of cdotests, and I give

as not pairons. But there are cer-
tain things that are tough, If we let each customer de-
ek:::1 when they get thelr mall, we'd never get It dellv:
ered.” .

It’s been a Lreat for him to work in the high-growth
areas of Southficld and he Farmington. Postal clerks in
the Farmington area handle 113 million pleces of mail a
year. And it doesn't appear that telephone service has
much damaged the public's use of the postal service.

Bul Harris has an answer for that. “*Anyone can call,
but the old letters that you save really mean a lot, That
old note is really hard to replace.”

HAriens |
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“WE SERVICE WHAT WE SELL"
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