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Suburbs are no haven from serious crime

ENOUGH OF the war games., . .

The year 1987 ended In violence
for many, Including people from our
area and others who live just a short
drive from our comfortable, subur.
ban hub of Farmington.

How sad that death, injury and
fear of erime have become a way of
1lfe. They're an expected thing. Ree
cent news reports show we have the
highest per capila murder rate In the
country here in southeast Michigan.

In Detroit alone last year, nearly
700 people were killed, Including
children shaken to death, put lnln
washing

Those ‘not killed are somctimes
maimed for life.

Here in Farmington Hills and In
other arcas of Oakland County, one
or more raplsts are on the loose —
another woman was attacked this
week near Clarkston.

The increase In such gruesome
crimes is readily scen in how such
crimes are covered In the press, Of-
ten, they merit only a small para-
graph In dally newspapers or a brief
menllon on nightly newscasts,

THERE ARE simply too many vl-
olent acts nnw to warrant !ron& r):lagu
ng.

asp
simply shot in me name of drugx,

We are lumd to make them lus im-

portant by the sheer volume of incl-
dents and limited news space.

Even in our own Observer, break-
Ins and acts that violate a person'’s
privacy are zometimes relegated to
several Unes of news In our police
column: Unfortunately, this some-

times makes it casy to forget the
victims, as they quickly become
statistics.

It scems llke yesterday when re-
porters and photographers from both
Detrolt dailics and the Birmingham
Eccentric visited our suburban house
in the early 1960s. They Interviewed
my mother and took photos of her
pointing to the bullet hole in our liv-
ing room window.

Our family had become a vlctim
of the “Birmingham salper,” as he
was known n the area. As an ele-
mentary student, I was scared, but
quite impressed with all of the atten-
tion.

My older sister was saved by the
angle of the bullet, police sald, which
was found between the glass and
screen on nur aliding glass door.

IT big news then. I wonder
how much news coverage our 1860s
sniper would get today,

Here we are, some 25 years later,
proclaiming goals and desires, hopes.
and dreams, One of minc s for
peaceflul existence for all, including
those in nelghboring communities
like Detroit.

Farmington Hills cily councilman
and former mayur Ben Marks told
us last year that the suburbs need
the urban core for the existence of

our mnl.hws( Michigan community.

He's t. “We” Includes all the
mlden!s of Detroit, that city's sub-
urbs, and even other residents of our
state. Especially when it comes to
erime,

Only when we pull together and
recognize our similarities, not our
dliferences, can we tackle the in-
ereasing crime problem and how It
affects all our lives.

Living In the suburbs doesn’t nec-
essarily guard us from crime. Local
police tell us that “crime has no
boundaries” and what happens In a
nelghboring community can just a5
easily happen in ours.

TIP gives insight into state budget

SOME DAYS even the good news
can bother you when you think about

t.

Rick Cole brought some good news
to Oakland Community Coilege's
counselors and financial ald officers
last week, It was the same news that
his boss, Gov, James Blanchard, has
been dellvering to urban
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Tim
Richard

Help poor kids go to college. Break the
cycle of poverty. I love it — so far.

Michigan has a “tuition incentive
plan” (TIP} beglnning In June. If
poor kid gets a high school diploma

or passes the GED equivalency test,
the state will pay his tuition, up to
$1,000 a year, for two years at a-
community college.

The bill salled through the Legls-
1ature with bipartisan support. Cole,
the governor’s former press secre-
tary and now- higher education
adviser, was voluble in praise of its
mpnbllun author, That bipartisan-
ship may mean TIP is a good Idea.

A POOR kid !s one whose family
income is at the poverty line or
whose f{amily has been on welfare
three of the last four years.

I lu works, TIP will give m

the kid eligible for college ald.
Not likely, answered Cole, because
there would bave to be a long-term
eligibility. Besldes, he 2ald, the odds
are that if a kid's family is on wel-

has a revealing chart about the
AFDC caseloud in Michigan.

No matter what good things hap-
pen to the economy, It seems there is
2 hard core of more than 200,000
AFDC

‘There are, as I hear the experts
discuss It, two basic groups on wel-
fare. One is a short-time group —
hard luck cases; jobless benefits ex-

plred; divorce. In time, they get on .

thelr feet. The other 1s long term ~
what sociologists call the permanent
never-marrled teen

kids
school and to goto wl!exa. .
Cole sald the plan s to identify-
such kids by the third or fourth
grade, then to Imbue them, thelr
families and teachers with the ambi-
tion to head for college.
Since poor kids can't afford living
-unjversity

expenses {n'_ high-cost -
towns, TIP alms them at

mothers,
BLANCHARD'S BUDGET booklet

{fare when he's in fourth grade, it wul cases, Those are ly
“still be on when he not individuals, It's a sig-
12th grade, uniess maybe they hit nificant percentage of our entire 8.1
the lottery. mililon population,
That part was sad just to think It's great that the lnnocent chils
about. dren of this cycle of welfare depend-

ency will get free college tultion for
two years — maybe lour years later
on. But it's sad that we're In a situa-
tlon requiring such & program.

‘The money, by the way, s not in
the education budget. It's In the so-
cla) services budget. The total is $2
milllon, which will serve 2,000 kids
{for one year,

Some 20,000 to 25,000 kids a year
may be ellglh!c, Cole sald, and $2

milllon may be too little. If so, Cole
sald Blanchard will “break the
bank” — find money in other cub-
hyholu to meet this n

Good. I hope he means it.

NOW THAT I'm done applauding
TIP, I have to point out that Blane-
hard's 1989 education budget gives
community colleges only a 1 percent
boost in state ald.

How ‘arc the wo-year colleges
going to meet a 4 percent cost of liv-
ing Increase? Raise tuitlons for the
kids from the blue-collar warking
famllies? Ralse tultions on middle-
aged adults trying to upgrade job
skills or re-enter the work force?
Ask volers to ralse property taxes?

Sadly, that's what is llkely to bap-
pen.

keeping up with government

colleges s0 they can live at home,

Help poor kids go to college.
Break‘ the cycle of poverty. I love it
— sofar,

Looking for information about
state government? The League of
Women Voters has a toll-free tele-

* phone service (1-800-292-5828) that

THEN ONE counselor ralsed the
dellcate question of whether a faml-
ly might go on welfare jut to make

may be helpful.

Center In Lansing offers to help peo-
ple find out about such things as
pending leglslation, the state consti.
tutlon, election 1aws, voting regula-
tions or tax information.

10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. weekdays.
‘The telephone service is pald for
by the league’s education fund. The
League of Women Voters Is a non-
profit organization that works to
keep voters inlemud and informed

‘The league's Citizen
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‘Ban pit bull’ hysteria
excessive for my mind

THIS IS A canine alert.

Once again, the law and order
toughs up at the 48th District Court
In Oakland County are at it.

Judge Bernard Friedman has car-
ried on a tradition by banning a pit
bull from the environs of the Bir-
mingham/Bloomfleld arca.

Grrrre,  That'll show the un-
derworld crime bosses where they
should fear to tread,

“Yup, just ain't enough room in
thls town for you and me, Towser.”

Does kind of remind you of a Gary
Cooper western.

‘This case almost surpasses in judi-
clal imprudence the time fellow dls-
triet judge Ed Sosnick ordered King
Boots' teeth pulled.

Prudent citizens might think these
guys have taken too fiterally the
“let's take a bite out of crime™ slo-
gon.

OF COURSE, the King Boots case
caused far less panic because most
dog aflclonados don't see old English
sheep dogs as innately viclous.

A once in a lifetime occurrence,
we told ourselves. So Boots got his
teeth puiled and shortly after died,
gumming bis way to doggie beaven.

Pit bulls are easler to kick around,
After all, they're not exactly all
cute, buggy and furry.

They even look mean.

But I, for one, have had enough of
this “let’s ban the pit bull" hysteria.

It wasn't all that many years ago
the Dobermans were getting the bad
rap. You know, the innately vlclous
animal, unsafe for any kid to be
around. Before that it was the Ger-
man shepherd.

Sure plt bulls have been attacking
other animals and people. But we
don't hear the other statistics, Other
breeds of dogs have been on the at.
tack during the same period. But we
don’t read about those incidents.

Especlally disheartening to sce ks

Steve
Barnaby

[
the judiclal system jolning in the
hysteria agalnst pit bulls. It really
bas more important lssues with
which to deal.

We expect such behavior from the
state Leglslature. And they haven't
disappolated

AS ALWAYS, Jumping on an issue
whlle it is hot, some lawmaker or
other has introduced a bill to actual-
1y ban these mallgned canines, Bad
enough they Introduce the bill, Even
worse, they waste our money in de-
bating the issue.

Frankly, a dog is a dog is a dog.
Being creatures of instinet, they will
do as trained. And we all xnow who
does the training. That's us — the in-
telligent mammals. The bipedal
mode] — you know, the creature
who walks on two, rather than four
Iegs and Is the proud posscssor ot the
all-valuable apposable thumb.

Sometimes, of course, dogs, being
dumb animals, will do as they please
— despite all the training in the
world. Any dog owner knows that
once in a while old Fido, for what-
ever reason, will lash out in an un-

- characteristic manner,

Just reach for that biscuit you've
Jjust given your dog and sec how long
your hand remalns intact. Doesn't
matter [f the American Kennel Club
has canonized your mutt, it's gonna
defend its biscuit. That's nature.

‘They are wild antmals, you know.

If you've been waiting for a —
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