Marlins reel in district volleyball crown

A favorable draw coupled with scveral
outstandlng performances cnabled Farm- DcBel
ington Mills Mercy to capture the Class A

district 'y

Farmington Harrison,

The Marlins, 32-7 overall under second-
Beliso, have qualified for
the Wayne Memoarial reglonal this Saturday
where they will meet Ann Arbor Ploneer.

year coach Tim

See tournument pairings.

Mercy advanced by defeating Detroit
Publle School League champlon Henry

y at  ing
nia Franklin (15-4, 15-4).

DOrts

Ford, 15-10, 15-7, in the dlstrict (inal.

lso’s team breezed through thelr

first two dlstrict matches on the day, rout-
Lathrup (13- 3.15-1) and Livo. .

Meanwhile, on the other side of the draw,
Western Lakes Activitles Assoclation cham-
plon Livonla Churchill held off perennial
pawer and city rival Stevenson (16-14, 15-3)
before belng ellminated in the semifinals by
Henry Ford in three games, 14-18, 15-12, 15~
13.

matches,” sald DeBel

The .ﬂarmmgtnn @hﬂewnr

“‘We literally had the luck of the draw be-
cause Churchill had to play two emotional
liso, “But against Hen-
- 1y Ford we may have played our best vol-
" leyball of the year, We got our hands on a lot
'of balls, and we were able to get good transie
tlon from defense to olfense.”

A BIG KEY to Mercy's victory was 6-foot-
1 Jenntfer Slosar, who bad 20 killsion the
day, including six agalnst Henry Ford, The
+ team's other middle hitter, Krl:kn'()rlln-

donl, also turned In a strong performance.
“Both our middle bltters did a good job of
blocking,” sald the Mercy coach.
Both Slosar and Orlandoni got streng sup-
port from outslde hilters Meg Pinkerton, a
senior, and Jenntfer Goft, a sophomore.
Golf recorded Lhree hard hits In a row to
, break a 10-all deadlock against Henry Ford
in the flrst game,
' “Both oulside hitters were able to sustain
our attack,” DeBeliso sa
But playing a vital role in the district con-

quest was Kandi Boyle, the team’s setter,
“That's the best sctting I've seen from hor
in two years,”” sald DeBeliso. “She got.to
every ball.”
‘The victory should bolster Mercy's rcgluh

alhopes.

“OVERALL IT WAS a great day for lhe
klds,” said the Mercy coach. "It was a great
win for our program because we strugglgd
last year when we thought we were betler
than what we showed. But we came back,
and it nys a lot for our kids.”
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Air Jordan imitation
doesn’t phase 'Skins

By Stovo Kowalski
staft writes

When It was all aver, after Qak
Park had defeated host Farmington

basketball

Hills Harrlson 85-54 Ina
district basketball game, forward
Bryan Wauldron gathered his be-
longings and tucked them away in-
side a black-and-red dulfle bag.

“It's just an ‘Alr Jordan' bag,”
said Wauldron, who led Harrlson's
futtle effort with 17 points,

Fittingly, Wauldron left the gym-
nasium carrying a Michael Jordan-
endorsed bag. With 6:45 left In the
third quarter of Harrison’s semiflnal
against Qak Park, Wauldron's thund.
erlng two-handed dunk ended a six-
point Harrison run and cut the Reds-
kin lcad to six, 39-33,

But the Jordan-llke dunk failed to
inspire the underdog Hawks. Instead,
Oak Park outscored Harrison 14-2 in
the next three minutes, regaining ils
dominance. The Redskins led 62-44
after three quarters.

“THAT WAS THE sequence that
ended it,” sald Harrison coach Mike
Teachman: “Waldo's dunk got them
upset and they played extra hard. It
should have turned us on; Instead, it
{urned them on.”

Harrison finished the seasen at 14-
8. Oak Park Improved to 13-7 and
will mect Royal Oak Shrine for the
distrlet titte at 7 p.m. Friday at Hars
rison.

The loss was especlally devastat
ing for Wauldron, who until the
eighth grade, lived In the Oak Park

Raiders reach end of line in cage rematch

By Dan O'Moara
staff wrlter

school district. In fact, one of the
Oak Park assistant coaches cut
Wauldron from the eighth-grade
team.

“I wanted to win; they were just
the better team,” Wauldron sald.
“We shouldn’t be ashamed to lose to
them. I don't know what happened.
We Just let up too much.”

‘What happened was Oak Park shot
51 percent {rom the fleld, making 37
of 72 shots. Harrison took 40 shots,
with 18 falling through the nets.

THE QUICKER Redskins helped
cause 22 Harrison turnovers. The
Hawks turned the ball over 15 times
in the second half — and most of
those turnovers turned lnlo Oak
Park baskets.

“They definitely got to us,” Teach-
man sald. “We wanted to penetrale
more and get to the free-throw line.

But thosa turnovers . . . you can't
“shoot without the ball.’
‘The senlor guard tandem of Garth

Howard and Shawn Jones hurt the
Hawks, Howard scored 23 polats on
10-0f-20 shooting, Including two suc-
cessful three-point shots. Jones also
took 20 shots, making nine. He fln:
ished with 20 polnts.

Heath Thomas, another senior
guard, added 15 points in Oak Park's
balanced attack.

CHAD BURGESS scored 20 polnts

season play, the 6-foot-5 senlor didn't have
many chances left to surpass his father'’s

With hls nearly

Layne Hcrrlnglon beat the clock and

single-game scoring total of 30 peints.
John ¥ the hlghlyauec&lul
loolbnll coach at Farmington

to lead the Hawks, followed by Waul-
dron's 17 and senlor Jason McDon.
nell's elght. Senfor Jim Hill chipped
In with aix,

‘Wauldren and Burgess were Har-
rison’s most consistent performers.
Burgess scored 10 and Wauldron
elght in the first half as the Hawks
mapaged to trail by 10, 37-27, at
halftime.

Harrison played zoné to start the
game against the quicker Oak Park
team. But the zone d!d not bother the
Redskins, who haven’t secn & man-
to-man defense in quite some time,

“We had good patience on offense,
outside of the Inst three minutes of
the first balf," sald Oak Park coach
Richard Griest. “Very few leams
play man Agalmt us. We would llke
wem lo, but they don't."”

k Park dominated both the of-
!enslve and defensive boards in the
second half. The Redskins, who were
outrebounded 14-13 In the first half,
had a 20-9 edge in the second half. -

THOMAS LED the Redskins with
ll rebounds. Wauldron paced Harri-
writh stx and Burgess added four.
'l'uchman said he enjoyed work-
Ing with this year’s Harrison team,
although the season had to end on a
losing note. But with Wauldron and
Burgess both returning, improve-
ment next year in the won-loss cate-
gory seems possible,
“This was a sad occaslon for me,
use this group got along so
well,” Teachman sald. “Now the sea-
son's over ~— forced over — not over
because you wanted it to be over.”

Scormg record falls

Farmington Hilla Hasrison junior Chad Bur-
gess scored a school-record 44 points Mon-
day night as the host Hawks won the district

opener, Gi
ketball on

THOMAS ARNETT/stalt photographor

ame story on Page 2D. More bas- -
4D and €D. :

and ﬂoor leadership meant to us tonlght,”

sive game. “He's a senlor and
the occasion — and he dld.”

Tom Negoshian sald. “That’s why this game

coach Steve Emert while ac- Isascrazyasitis,
knowledglng It to be Herrington's best offen- “That's why you're going to shoot well bue
has to rise to  night and not shoot well the next.”

For most of the game, the Raiders

and Vanoy Hill's steal at midcourt led to'a
tip in by Ratajski. John Shelton made the
front end of a 1-and-1 with 1:47 to play nnd
made it 59-53,

Hill, who had one of his best scoring

Harrle
son, made that his career-high hl when he
starred at Waterford High Lo the late 1950s.

The elder Herrington was beaming with
pride Tuesday as the Vikings, 19-2 overall,
avenged a defeat at the hands of North. The
Ralders, who finish at 9-12, dealt WLC Iis
first loss last month and went on to win the *
league title,

“I'M LOOKING at what his rebounding

eciipsed a family basketball record Tuesday
night.

Herrlngton scored a career- and game-

" high 31 points to lead district tournament

"host Walled Lake Central past Western

Lakes champion North Farmington 70-5¢ in
an emotlonally-charged game.

his high school career winding down

and etimination always a possibility in post.

Herrington, who also pu]!ed down 183 re-

. bounds, bad 12 polnts in the fourth quarter
as the Vikings fought off a last-dltch at-
tempt by North to pull out a victory. *

LC played a tight zone defense that
forced the Raiders to take a lot of perimeter
shots, and North consequently didn't shoot
as well as it did when beat the Vikings.

‘““That’s golng to bappen,” North coach

couldn’t get closer than B-9 polnts, but they
were always close enough to make it
suspenseful and leave the outcome in doubt.

WHEN IT HAD a chance to cut WLC's
Jead to 3ix, North missed three shots on the
same possession, and uze Viking went up 59-
48 wlu: 1% minutes lef!

im Ratajski uon:d off a rebound,

games, hit a three-polnter that kept the
Ralders- within seven (63-56), but North
missed several three-point attempts and the
Vikings finished up at the free-throw llnc
where they were 16-0f-21,

“We were right there,” Negoshlan s:n!d
“That’s all you can ask of your klds —

. Please turn to Pa

Vellucci’s NHL stay brief

By Larry O'Connor
alaf welter

Some call it having a cup of cof-
fee, Except Mike Vellueel didn't
cven have time to ask for cream and
sugar,

Within a week, the Farmington na-
tive was called up from the
Milwackee Admirals of the Interna-
tlonal Hockey League, played in
three games with the Hartford
Whalers of the Natlonn) Hockey
League, and was sent back down to
Mliwaukee. The pestcards home
hadn’t even arrived by then.

* The 6-foot-1 defenseman scored no
goals, had no assists, and collected
11 minutes In penaltles with the
Whalers,

Yet his brlef stay in the NHL
marked a triumph of sorts.

NEARLY FOUR years ago, Vel-
fucel’s chances of playlng hockey at
all seemed aboul as good as a candle
staying lit on a March day In Chica-
go. He wos a passenger with Al
Iafrate when their car flipped on
Highway 401 1n Ontarfo.

Tafrata came out with a couple of |

broken ribs. Vellueel fractured a
vertchrae in his back, and his hockey
carcer was threatened, .

“It was scary,” sald Vellucel, who
would uso the same term to describe
hls flrst game with the Whalers, “I

Mike Vellucci

heard 20 many differeat oplnlon: .

from different doctors. Some said I
should never play hockey

Some sald It would be all right and
some sald I should wait and see. I
Just wanled to get healthy again, I

wnnl worrled about playing hock.’

"AII 1 remember is my face hlt-
ting the dirt,” sald Vellucel, recai
ing the accident. *. . . Al kept yelI-
Ing my name becausa I was thrown
80 far away from the car.”

Pl

hockey

VELLUCCI SPENT 8% months in
a body cast following bone fuslon
surgery to help repair the broken
vertebrae, As a result, he missed the

. entire 1984-85 scason with tha Belle-

ville Bulls of the Ontarlo Hockey
League wlule he recuperated,

Out of shape ("All the muscles In
my legs wera gone.”), Vellucel didn't
start skating again until the follow-
ing summer, He managed to begin
the season with Bellevill,

Vellucel struggled at first, but still

hed the season with 11 goals and
32 asslsts for 43 polnts, He waa able
to overcoms an Injury that would've

knocked most players out of the'

gnmn.
So, ge:h-pa 1s a lttle under
standable why Vellucci speaks with

the glee of a 12-year-old about look- -
wil.h

ing In awo at the Whaler

his name on it hanging in the

room, tha nervousness of mesting h].l
Whaler teammates ("I was worried

Mercoden Dect doaer (b bart i e workd 43

ownelp (ar beyond

"Right now, one of life’s finer pleasures can
be yours for less than you think.

£5 clase stoe
e s 1 cor (AL Foco t 33 ph I 8 s L3
S ifrs sl aed o Moo stiorded

Cocne fa.and talk 1o wa sc0a. And
oo ars ta drt mmmumnnm e
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i they would ma.”) or the
thrill of skating during the warm uj

at the Boston Garden. Tho stay,
though short, made an lmpreasl
nonetheless,

“ESTATE MOTO
64.4..8400 464 S. WOODWARD,

Ploasotum to Page 7 -

. OPEN MONDAY AND THURSDAY UNTIL 9:00 P.M.

RS LTD.
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