Record number of prisoners
are jammed into county jails

By Janice Brunson
alatf writer

QOakland County's jau population
reached a record high Saturday, and
unless current trends are reversed
 the jail will likely be Jammed to ca-

w ' pacity even after a 200-bed additlon
is opened in December,

we have 1,194 right

‘The so-called experts told us we
would have 1,100 prisoners by 1990 but

now.’
—- Sheriff John Nichols

'The jall population at the Pontiac
facility bas been- averaging more
than 600 for a month, well above the  can sleep 24-inmates, The overflow
450-{nmate limit set by 21902 court  into the gym often exceeds 100, ac-
order. The jail meets the guldelines cording to Recves,
by placing prisoners temponrﬂy in “I'D IDEALLY LIKE to sce not
a gym or In holding cells. more than 20 to 50 inmates in the

The number of prisoners con- gym but we can't close our doors,”
trolled by the caunty is actually Reeves said.
much higher, reaching a high of “The gym is used when we have
nearly 1,200 In February. Excess overflow, which is every night,” said
prisoners are farmed out to other Io-  Eriksen who oversces jall operations
cntlona in Oakland County and out- during the day,

“Every morning we clear the gym

l.uw enforcement officials cliied a  out and take them to court,” making

number .of reasons, Including a room for exercise by inmates or vis-

crackdown on drugy and higher un- its with famllies and attorneys, he
emplwymenl rates, for the increase added.

of prisoners.” At night the gym Is like a bua stop,

ccording to Reeves, who sald new

“WE HAVE everything from traf- [nmates are continuously added and
ﬂc offenders to murderers,” sald Lt. others who have posted bond are

. Eriksen, a 16-year veteran of  continuously released.
\ha county aheriff's department. In- Becauss of the constant change In
mates can include those convieted of  inmate population, Oakland County
misdemeancrs or those charged with  Sherlff John Nichols cautions
a felony and awaiting trial, against mlylng on figures “for the

To deal with the crush of pﬂmn— entire plcture.”
ers, other law enforcement agencles “You have to be careful with num-

where the county has space for 55
men affer recently converting cells
formerly used for women prlsoner:
The conversion caused an outc!
{rom membcxs of the Soulhfield Po-
llce Office: who de-
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“’rwo or three times a week we
shlp (prisoners lo outcounty facili-
tics) to offload the overlap in this fa-
chity,” sald Eriksen, Sixty Oakland
Counly inmates are in the Allegan
County Jail, 20 are in losco, 10 in
Otsego and six in Mackinac county
Jails, Oakland County also has con-
tract agreements to house prisoners
ll\l Shiawassce and Monroe county
Jalls,

“Reasons for Increasing jail popu-
lations are unknowns, possibly the

cried the recent transfer of 42 male
prisoners from Lhe county jaif into
the clty facility.

Two wings of the county fall,
bulldimgs D (formerly for women)
aad L, are housed in county bulldings
xcpuuled from the main jail com-

plex. They were recently converted
lnto cells with beds for 100 men.

Over 100 are housed at a mini-
mum security trustee camp in Orfon
‘Townshlp, and another 100 men and
24 women participate In a work re-
lease program that Is housed in
county facilitles across the street
{from the jail. These prisoners spend
nights in jail and are released dally
for jobs In the community.

Ninety-six Inmates from Oakland
County are also completing jail sen-
tences In county jalls throughout

in Oakland County have been asked
to keep prisoners charged with mis.
demunon ln lhelr own facillties,
t. Gerald Reeves of
the Outland County Sherift Depart-
ment. He ls In charge of monitoring
the 1982 court order miting ln-
mates to 450,
“We don't stop the lelans but we
' put 6ut messages not to bring the
misdémeanors,” Reeves sald,
Uritl] last month, the number of in-
mates in county jall averaged 570
daily” during & 12-month perled,
based upon records malntained by
the Oakland County Sheriff Deplrt
mtn!_.'
. Ove month ago the number
jumped to over 600 for the first
time:' During a five-day period last
week; the number averaged 632 dal.

rere held.

Allbongh'u:e ‘court order lmhllng
inmates to 450 stands, Reeves sald
more than that number arrive at the
§all and until he ls ‘ordered (o stop
mccepling new Inmates, they must be
accommodated.

The overflow s bunked in holding

nully bovked or In the jail
here [nmates sleep on ma!-
(:us« on the floor. The holding cells

Jail.

e
5
) 1

ly. Saturday a record 673 pr!mm

cells :where new [nmates are nor~‘

Lt. Barcy Eriksan, day ofiicer In charge of the Oakland County

bers when dealing with prisoners.

on drugs or increased
unemloyment in the county, What-
ever the reasons, every possible jail
bed in this state ls in use. We're al-
ways looking for alternatives, new
ideas for Incarccration,” Erlksen
added.

In spite of crowding, Reeves sald,
“We are not trying to ventllate the
Jails and kick people out.”

Nichols is not overly concerned
wlth erowding. “Crime continues to
go up as the population.goes up,
Whether or’ oY thete ‘are Viable al-
ternatives that will prove to be ade-
quale, I don't know,” he sald, citing
electronic survelllance where jall
terms are served at home under
strict supervision,

“I'm not crossing that bridge
(overcrowding In the new addltion}
until we come to it,” Nichols sald.

STEPHEN CANTRELL/statf photographer

inmates in o holding ce!l at the Oakland County Jail share
crowded conditions. Since February, over 600 inmates have
been housed in the jail daily.

There are a lot of unk factors.
This is an entirely moblle popula-
tlon. A lot wme in and a lot go out,”
Nichols sald, 14 ates
who spend a nlghl or less In jall and
then are released afier paying fines
or posting bonds.

“We could face overcrowding {in
the new facllity) If we don't take
some additional steps,” Nichols said,
but certaln options are open, such as
double bunking In the new facility.

More than double bunking, howev-
er, may be necessary to relieve fu-
ture overcrowdlng.

The total number of inmates now
in’ the fall system — those in the
QOakland County jall as well as those
who are in satellite locations or in
county jalls elsewhere — exceeded

00 for the first time I February.

“THE NUMBER was a shock, un-
precedented in Oakland County,”

said Reeves,

Nichols also admits the aumber is
startling. “The so-called experts told
us we would have 1,100 prisoners by
1990 but we have 1,194 right now.”

In addition to those In jail, Inmates
who have been sentenced and’
screened are sent to satellite facill-
ties, mcludlng the Southfleld city jail
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Over

m Oakland County Jall has
Foofn for 450 damates, yet it is not

ble Iot aver 1,000 prisopers.
Is bow It was dobe duﬂng a
woek:

County sends inmates
to points near and far

for the county to be re- '

1,000

and L, um ire soparate from the
mlnjun cvmp lex,

[ ] Mmthlnlooprhonmwm
at a minimom - security trustee
camp in Orion Township,

. @ Apother 100 men &nd 24 wom-
'enwmlnlwoﬂmlmu&

that 1a housed 1n county. facilities
across the street f;

These prisoncrs spend nights in jail

axd are released dally for Jobs ln
the community.
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