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_Victims of pit bull attacks push for new law

...By Wayne Peal
atatf writer

Joarne Camitler remembers the
w=~day when three viclous dogs at-

fitacked her husband and two sons,
595 The dogs, of which two were be-
27 leved to be plt bull terriers, knocked
¢ bthe family’s S-year-old son to the
«~higround, ripping open his forebead
“brtand destroying one of his tear ducts
T s well as blting his arms, legs and
Yustomach. They also mauled her hus-
3wdband, Frank, and the family’s 11.
year-old son before police killed one

In all, the Camillers sald, the fam-
ily suffered at least $10,000 in medi-
cal bills and untold phynical and
mental anguish.

“IT'S THE kind of thing we
wouldn’t want to wish on aoyone
clse,” Joanne Camiller sald.

‘That's why the Livonia couple tes.
tified Tuesday before members of
the state Legistature, urging them to
pass a new state law to prevent fu.
ture attacka.

While the state Senate approved
new regulations for pit bull terriers
last year, House members are unde-
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clded whether to adopt that bill or
new bill regulating all animals that
attack human beings.

Some who testified sald the pit.
bull-only law, as proposed by state
Sen. Joe Mack, D-Ironwood, cowldn’t
be enforeed because It was too spe-
cific. Others sald the House bil, pro-
posed by Rep, Willis Bullard, R-Mil-
ford, was too vague and offered too
little to prevent viclous animals
from attacking.

House Judiclary Committee mem-
bers took no action alter Tuesday's
hearing, sending both bills to a
House subcommittee for a possible
compromise,

While some who testifled were
clearly disappointed by the delay,
the Camillers sald they were opti-
mistic a pew law could be enacted
this year.

bl

houses, law enforcement officlaly
sald

Critics, like Mack, charge the dogs
are walking time bombs, capable of
attacking without being provoked.

“This i3 not a pet,” he sald. “This
is an animal that can snap at any
time and be a viclous killer.”

Bullard, however, sald he saw no
evidence that pit bulls, by their na.
ture, were any more dangerous than
other breeds.

“No one has come up with any
conclusive evidence that a pit bull is
a breed apart,” Bullard sald. “You
don't round up people on the suspl-
clon they might be violent.”

‘Those who packed Tuesday's hear-
ing heard often-emotlonal testimony.
A Waterford woman wept when she
recalled being attacked.

“I've pever seen such intensity,”

sald Waterford Pollce Officer Scott
Thomas of the attack.

A MICHIGAN Humane soclety
representative, however, sald plt
bulls aren’t necessarily viclous and
that other, non-vicious breeds are of-
ten mistaken for pit bulls.

Humane Soclety spokeswoman El-
leen Liska sald regulations on all vi-
cious animals were preferable to
regulations on pit bulls only.

Stricter enforcement of antl-dog-
ﬂgl;ung laws would also help, Liska
sal

“We need to do something to stop
dog fighting in the state, we also
need greater enforcement of (exist-
ing) animal control laws” Liska
said.

Pit bulls are the only breed not put
up for adoption at Humane Soclety
shelters.

“It puts us in a quandry,” sald Ron
Blauet of the Humane Socicty's
Westland Shelter in a telepbone in-
teview after the hearing. “‘Some of
them are swecl. The problem with
plt bulls are some have been trained
to be viclous. There's also been
breeding and in-breeding for spectfic
tralts.”

Two plt bull pupples that were
once given away by the shelter were
returned after they attacked other
animals, Blauet sald.

‘While House members are unde-.
cided which measure to adopt, they
apparently aren't undecided about
pit bulls' violent potential.

“If T lived In a high crime arca, I
know what kind of dog I'd want to
defend my home," said Rep. Perry
Bullard, D-Ann Arber, who conduct-
ed the hearing.

“What I'd like to sce is a
tion of the bills,” Joanne Carmiller
sald. "I want to see provisions in-
cluded for keeplng these animals un-
der lock and key so they won't attack
again. Fences must be high, and they
must be unable to burrow under-
neath them.”

PIT BULLS have been the focus of
much controversy in the past year.

Livonia began considering a city
ordinance after the Dec, 2 attack on
the Camiller family. A Bloomfield
Hills doctor was ordered to remove
hils pit bull from the nelghborkood by
a dlstrict court judge alter a Sep-
tember attack on a Rochester Hills

man.

While breeders report many ani-
mals have been kept as bousehold
pets without incldent, others sald the
dogs have proved viclous killers. Pit
bulls are commonly used In tllegal
dog fights, as well as to protect drug

opesed b7 ek Joseph Mack. D
proj y Sen. Joseph Mack,
Ironwood, and Rep. Willls Bul-
lard, R-Milford.

MACK BILL, SB 269;

‘The bill regulates American pit
bull terriers, Staffordshire ter-
riers and any straln or cross
breed of elther.

Owners are required to register
the dogs within 48 hours, Failure
1o register is a felony.

In addltion, owners must main.
taln at least $100,000 Insurance
covering the animal.

Dogs would be tattooed with
ownership numbers upon regis-
tration.

Key provisions of competing bills

U a dog kills a person, its
owner wouxld be Imprisoned for
one year and {ined $100,000,

Those who intend to breed pit
bulls would be required to apply
for a license.

BULLARD BILL, HB 4857:

The bill regulates dangerous
animals, defined as “a dog or
other animal that bltes or attacks
a person” without belng provoked
or without acting to protect its
owner or ward off knowing
tresspassers,
Upon recelpt of a sworn com-
plaint, a Judge would order the
anlmal's owner to testlfy as to
why the animal shouldn't be de-

stroyed. Judges could order an
animal to be destroyed if they
determined the animal caused or
was likely to cause serlous injury
or death to a human being.

If the animal didn't cause se-
rious lnjury or death, however,
Judges could order the animal to
be tattoced with an deatification
number, Judges could also order
escape-proof fences.

Owners of anlmals that killed a

human being could be charged
with involuntary manslaughter,
- Owners of animals that serjous-
ly injured another buman being
could be punished with up to four
years imprisonment and a fine of
up to $2,000,
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B Our Midwinter Sale is going on
| right now at Scott Shuptrine.

During our remodeling, we’ve
taken additional markdowns on

top of our Midwinter Sale prices.

You'll save 20 to 60% on
Everything...including
Special Orders.

The Biggest Scle in Our 60 Year Hfory!
SaJVe 2() m 60% ON ALL FURNITURE, : .

INCLUDING AREA CARPETS, ORIGINAL OIL PAINTINGS
AND ACCESSORIES.
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