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NCOURAGING
walkers.
New street-level
lighting to be Installed
this spring in downtown
Farmington wlll be deslgned
especlally for pedestrians,

The lights will be
synchronlzed to turn on and off
with larger street lights,
kecping the central business
distrlct bright throughout the
dark hours.

“I think it gives the fecling of
asafe environment,”
Downtown Development
Authorlty member Jody
Soronen sald.

SUMMER
groundbreaking.

Farmington Public Schools
offictals hope to break ground
for a new media center at
Farmington High School this
summer.

Schematies by district
architect Ron Aten are
expected to be presented to the
school board Tuesday,

SHE'S honored.

Patrlce Morris-Weaver,
music theraplst at the
Cloverdale and Farmington
training centers, was named
Teacher of the Year by the
Oakland County Associatlon for
Retarded Citizens.

She received the award
March 4 at a dinner dance held
i her honor In Troy,

FOOTNOTES: One year
ago this week — The new
money has yet to arrive, but
there’s already a waiting list of
Farmington Hlils residents in
need of federally flnanced
home repalrs.
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the city have banded together

in the year-old Council of

By Joanne Mailszewski
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Homeowners fight for quality of life

In 1988, council offlclals promise
{avolvement In solid waste disposal,
homeowner assoclation liability in-
surance, traffie, roads (includlng
nolse abatement along I-686), plan-
ning and zonlng, crime, environment

. and schools.

“The [ssuc of solid waste in 1988
will probably be the most prevalent
Issue for the homeowners council,”
sald Jack Rajkovich, council vice
chalrman.

Solid waste Is tentatively sched-
uled for discussion at the council's
next meeting May 10,

EFFORTS WILL continue to fur-
ther develop a working relationship
between the homeowners council
and Farmington Hills elected offi-
clials and administrators.

1 belleve we are looked upon with
credibility. People realize we are not

staff writer Inits Ilrﬂj'oar, the

The year-old Council of Homeown-  CHyWwide umbrella
ers Associations of Farmlngmn Hils organization,
is lrlr:mnng tuv;:rd‘ nal l rep ting

ty iss ¥
‘1'9]!8 an agenda of heity nu or homeowner o
““Wf're ln:er‘gsted ln“':tlw; tﬁl;l t assoclations, gained

ally impact the quality o e .
Farmington Hills” council chair- attention for its stands
‘man Bruce Doollttle sald. on roads, child day

In its first year, the citywide um- care and “,"l,,g
brella organization, representing .

galned at-

tentlon for Its stands oo roads, child
day care and zoning Issues,

gotng off half-cocked, shooting from
the hip,” Doolittle sald.

City manager Wiliam Costick
supports the homeowners councll:
“It provides a lnk the city can use.
Without that kind of organlzatlon,
the nelghborhoods are involved with
themselves and lssues that just af-
{ect themselves,”

In its first year, the homcowners
council provided assoclations with
informatlon about clty Issues, such
as changes in the city's master land-
use plan.

P

*] see them as a benefit because
you can get a feeling for public reac-
tlon from a far larger basis,” Mayor
Jody Soronen sald,

The councll succeeds an carlier
now-defunct organization that
helped ensure the city’s incorpora-

Pleasa turn to Page 8

Crime is down

By Casey Hans
staff writar

Major crime was down by three percent in Farming.
ton In 1987, showing a “relatively stable" profile com-
p:m:d with years past.

“That scems to follow a trend,” said public safety
dLrectnr Frank Lauhof!, who recently completed his an-
nual repert on crime in the city of
11,000.

The crime rate “haso’t shown a
continual increase” sinee It leveled
off in the early 1980s,

The only Increase In major crimes
was In larcenles {thefts in which there
is no break-in), which jumped from
337 in 1986 to 362, an increase of 13
percent. Much of the Increase was in
larcenles in buildings, while shoplifte
ing crimes declined, the annual statis-

Lauhott
tlcs sald,

of between 36 and 83 percent
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were logged In auto thelt, aggravated assaults and

rapes. There were 1o arson fires or murders In the city

slightly in Farmington

in 1987, H T —

Nmbers o brglarisandobbrisweve s dow, City of Farmington crime .
the report sal lentlal burglaries dec 21
cent from the previous year and slmilar corrunerclnl CRIME 1986 |1987 %
crimes fell 13 percent during the same period. Tomicd 0 0 0

MANY INCIDENTS In suburban areas such as Farm- .
ington are crimes agalnst property, which have risen by Criminal Sexual Conduct 6 1 83%
18 percent natlonwide during the past 10 years. By com- Robbety 8 7 «42.5%
parison, Farmington's property crimes have risen only
lah .5 pol:rcen( which Launog attributes bz: :2: umahl'lo {1"" of Aggravated Assault 14 9 -36%

e clty, which gives the department better control. T

In addition to watching general crime in the city, the Burglary LLL 8 16%
:gparltm éu tlbsaas‘lh‘raﬁlad several areas of emphasls that Larceny 337 382 | +13%

ow in the 1987 s os,

An cmphasis on balting alcobolrelated juventte | | MO1OF vehicle theft it 2 | 5%
erime brought an increase in juvenile arrests and other Arson 1 0. | 100%
activity this year. ( in this area by
70 percent. Total 535 | 519 -3%
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Barnoy Hutfman plays with his dog, Ha)
in their Farmington Hills home. & Hoppy,

Audubon chief works
to spread love of nature

By Loralne McClish
atati writer

Barney Huffman learned to love and respect nature
during his boyhood days trout fishing and campling
with his father.

He's passing on that love and respect, sharing na-
ture experiences with his son, Cbristopher, a 7-year.
old student at Kenbrook Elementary in Farmington
Hills, and his 18-month-old daughter, Amanda.

Planners accused

of misleading public

B8y Joanne Mallszewskl
statf writer

Farmington Hills resident Jack
Joynt belleves city planning com-
missioners have misled residents
about densl| ly and cluster housing.

ey W ere trying {o say the faml-
les aren’t as big (in eluau:r housing),
yak, yak . . .," sald the Springbrook
subdivlsion resident. “I think it was
asmoke screen.”

His top priority as president of the Detrolt Audubon Joynt takes exception to mmpla
Soclety Ls to spread that lova and respect by promot. of density offered by planning com-
ing an south- Philip Arpold and Joanne
cast Michlgan, Smithata puhUc hearing March 3 on
Huffman and bl wife, changes in the clty’s master land-use
Elizabeth, own a not-just- s M plan,
for-summer cottage near | . . ! Arnold and Smith spoke about dif-  don't know, Would It make a differ-
Alpena, The couple wan | eo le [ ferences in the number of people ence If wa buill an Emplre Stata
backpacking and camplng .E E i | who would live in cluster housing vs. Bullding In the middle of Farming.
In wilderness areas before aingle - family houses, ton Hills and we all live In it and all
be became involved with the Audubon Society. Smith later acknowledged she thoother land around It ls vacant?”,
“But the time for gotting out the camera and the made a mathematical mistakeinher  Resldents criticized p comk
binoculars for bird watching and nature hiking is going example, but defended her descrip- ' designation of cluster
down as I've gona up to take on more administrative tion of density in terms of popula- housing in some areas, Following the
work for the DAS," he sald, ) tion. "I'm sorry, I didn’t put the decl- publ.le bearing, planning commis.
“Between trying to get Onkland County residents to mal point In the right place,” Smith ﬂlmted ellht of 11 pro-
realize all they’va got he:e. which Is why a lot of them sald. pused areas for cl
moved here, and trying to get the DAS a permanent Still, Joynt considers discusslon Clusters lal.l Into two
home base, I except it to be a very full tem." he | about the number of people In clus. including thoss used as a buff.
i 1 dll:d ﬁll?aﬂl’ 1s th bermu; u\ﬂ‘lﬂ hb‘::&w ‘o‘;‘
'THE NATIONAL soclety’s Detrolt chapter, based In cading. y 1a the number of mmultiple or of-
Royal Ok, 15 one of the Sdul in the cguntry Ithas | dwellings”Joyntsald "'-"‘-": o to ‘mm;‘i‘w develop-
beon rentinig office space for all of s 38 years, BUT ARNOLD dealed any at— oot [n areas tland fea-
As president of the chapter’s 7,000 members, Huff. tempts {0 confuse residents at tha At th $ public
man Soes it expect Lo change the world Bt B bus | public bearing. He defended biadeck- 14 “:d”""" pablic bearlng, Ar
hopes of bringing a new sense of reglonalism to mem- slon to.describe cluster and Frdver i) ing the
bers. : family housing density in terms o number of M“&"’““ llve in
Pleaso turn to Page 2 peaple. uster hovsing Lo elght areas..
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