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Vote for road fee takes another step

By Janice Brunson
stalf wrilor

Qakland County s a step closer to
a November vote to approve a $25
vehlele reglstration fee that would
raisc $180 milllon over 10 years for
road maintenance.

The transportation committee of sej

the county Board of Commissioners
unanimously agreed Wednesday on
the need for the election but was di-
vided on whether August or Novem-
ber was the best date.

The resolutlon that will be consid-
ered by the full board calls for the
issue to be on the Nov, 8 general
election ballot.

1t voters approve the issue, the fee
would generate about $18 miillon a
year, which would be split between
the counly road commission and lo-
cal cities and towns. Ninety pereent
of the Incame Is earmarked for road
maintenance. The remalning 10 per-
cent can be spent on transportation

rvice.

COMMITTEE CHAIR John
McDonald (R-Farmington), mn]orlly
vice chalr James Lanni {(R-Royal
Oak) and member Thomes Law (R-
West Bloomfield) thought August
was the better date, John L. Grubba,
road commisslon managing director,
also supported schedullng the vote in
August.

Homeless needs
shown in drama

An ABC drama dealing with pov-
erty, hunger and the homeless will
be aired 8-11 p.m., Monday, Mar. 21,
on Channel 7, WRYZ-TV.

The program, litled "God Bless
the Chlldren,”

on Temporary Shelter, He saw the
fllm last month at a national confer-
ence on food ln Waskington D.C.

"It is one of the most powerfut and
grlp plng presentations on hunger

and social service systems through-
out the countey.

Michigan leglstators and adve-
cates of the poor will view a speclal
screening of the program on March
17, followed by a dlscussion of the
Him led by Gene Gonya.

Gonya, president of the Gleaners
Community Food Bank in Detroit,
also serves on the Detroft Coalltion

1 have ever seen,
Evcrym\c was moved.

“Senlor cltlzens tend to vote in
heavy numbers during primary clec-
tions. The issuc has a better chance
ol passing then,” said Lanal, in mov-
ing (o place the issue before voters
in August.

Law said West Bloomfield Town-
shlp volers will consider an In-
creased township road millage in
November and thinks it unlikely vot-
crs will approve two requests for
toads In one election.

“Qur primary purpose is getting
this passed,” said McDonald,

Minorily vice chair Dennls Aaron
(D-Oak Park) and members John
Calandro {(R-Novi) and Lawrence
Pernick (D-Southfield) voled agalnst
placlng the measure on the August
baltet, opting for the November gen-
eral clection.

“Without groundwork, explaining
to the voters what the money Is for
and how It will be spent, we face dis-
aster,” sald Aaron, adding an August
clection dld not permit time enough
(o Inform voters.

Pernick objected to August be-
cause so few people particlpate in
primary electlons. “When we ask for
this kind of revenue, more people
should participate In the decislon
process. It's not a question of date

but of letting people know where the
meney is golng.”

MEMBERS UNANIMOUSLY
agreed on placing the issue before

voters.
“The whole y of this is

other counties and states. “It’s un-
fair,” he sald.

*IL gives special treatment to cit-
jes and villages but where does 1t

Jotn King, 2
resident whn describes himself as a
self-appointed ombudsman, told
commilttee members he thought the

giving local people the power to
make declslons on how the money
will be spent,” McDonald said.

1f passed, vehicles owned by resi-
dents of Qakland County will be
charged $25 each In registration
{ecs, beginning June 1, 1989. The fee
would be removed May 31, 1999,

“Ten years is a good period of
time, People llke to know when
things will end,” Law said.

‘The fee is expected to generate
$180 million over 10 years, accord-
Ing to Grubba who said he based the
figure on current the Oakland Coun-
ty population, which s expected to
Increase by 250,000 within the next
decade.

“The amount leaves us far short of
our goal (of $750 mlltlen over the
next 10 years), but it’s a beglnning,”
Grubba sa!

Aaron sald he was worried that
large corporatlons such as IBM,
General Motors and Ford use county
roads while registering vehicles in

fee proposal discrimi-
nated agalnst tow mhlps

leave ps?" King asked.

West Bloomfield, Bloomfield and
Oakland townships, like all town-
ships, have no jurisdiction over
roads under state law.

would recelve Lhe flrst year:

Southtleld, nearly $1 milllon; Troy
and Farmington Hills, nearly
$800,000; Birmingham, nearly
$250,000; Beverly Hills and Farm-
Ington, over $100,000; Rochester,
some $75,000; and Orchard Lake,

Southfield to gain
if voters OK fee

1f Oakland County voters approve Binghom Farms, Frankhn, Lathrup
a $25 vehicle regisiration, here Is a Village and Walled Lake will euch
look at how much money some clties receive sums less than $58,000.

Nlnety percent of the income mast,
be used on road improvements ‘an
cal offictals can choose to use the re-
maining 10 percent for such services
as mass transportatlon or transpar-
tatfon for the handicapped

There wasn't a dry cye,” he said.
People living in Michigan must
have a permanent address to quallfy
for government asslstance, accord-
ing to Gonya who sald one of nine
families in the country is now living
below established poverty standards.
For more information about the
speclal screenlng, call 923-3535.

COUNTRY IN THE

EARLY AMERICANA
FOLK ART SHOW
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March 19, 1988+ 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m, * Adm. $3.00
THE COMMUNITY HOUSE

380 South Bates Street
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2 bloeks Ean of Southfield and 2 blocks Sou

« Nutritlous meals prepared
fos you.
. En]oy the companionship
lve, congenlal adults,
. sumulnllna social and
recreations! activities.
. Mouuknplng and laundry

a\ nges‘gcnn

Mapt)
For Information Contac: Kathy Yuchasz, 313-538-195'1

Get Ready...

i There Are Two New
American House resdoncs  Opening!

Aubum Hiite Livonla
37418, Adama Rd. 14285 Middisbett
AuburnHits, M148057  Livonia, M1 48154
853-2300 471-9141
We Are Now for Our Facility
— Opening in June —
648-0420

THINK SUMMER!

THINK ROEPER SUMMER DAY CAMP
ORIENTATION AND OPEN HOUSE
Saturday,
10AM, &
RECREATIONAL DAY CAMP
FOR AGES 3 through 1
1988 SESSION — JUNE 20 - AUGUST 12
+ Dances Musice Compuiers Archerys
+ Gymnasiicss Sciences Aerobics « Photographys Potlerys Woodcrahise Horses
ART, COMPUTER, SCIENCE, DRAMA & DANCE CAMPS
FORAGES 12-14, JULY 5-JULY 28
CALL NOW regarding OPEN HOUSE or information: 642-1500
ROEPER CITY AND COUNTRY SCHOOL
summor Dey Camp
orth Woodward Avcnuc
Bloomlllld Hills, Michigan 48013

March 19
11 AM.

Soccers Swimming Insiruction
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American Red Cross
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SPECIAL

. C umplclo

Exam

» Consultation -
« Cleaning
"o Fluoride

NO\V 45.00

OUR EXCLLSIVE
PERM WITH

SHAMPQO. i
HAIRCLT.

BONWIT
TELLER

AND STYLE.
REG. 75.00 |
Along withy our 30.00

saving vou et temmfic

boauses: omphmeatan
makeeup appiicelinn and
fesson. AND a evcce of
masceud oft. fventhing
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March 14

special one week event.

through March 18
Everything in our showcases will be

sold at EXCEPTIONAL VALUES,
We invite you to join us for this

Store Houry' Monday-Saturday: 1000am:5 00pm Cloned Sunday
All $akes Final  Cash or Cecdit Card Only

@ JULES R, SCHUBOT

jewellers — gemologists
3001 Big Beaver West » Suite 112
Teoy, Michigan 48084 * (313) 649-1122

Over 90%

of our Class of 1986
was succassfully placed
in carser-related employment,
or entered graduate school.

BUT WHAT ABOUT A JOB?

Uttiversiy
of

‘Detroit
wir

. For More Information Contact:

The University of Detrolt
Admissions Office
4001 West McNichols
Detrois, Michigan 422213090

(313} 927.12¢8




