Everyone has biases,

says Detroit pubiisher

By Casey Han
slat! writer

He talks as he writes, telling lls-
. teners that news people are no dif-
ferent than others,

Everyone has blases,

‘The news business is human.*

And we llve In a world where
fierce media competition Is squeez-
ing even the big guys into small cor.
ners, sald Dave Lawrence, publisher
of the Detrolt Free Presa, .

Lawrence challenged an audlence
of business students and others from
the Farmington-area community
last week to learn about the news
business and to understand his pa-
per’s struggle to have a Joint Opera-
ting Agreement approved.

A JOA would allow a merging of
business and operations departments
at Detroil's two dally newspapers,

both owned by large medln compa-
nles,

. In discussing the news business,
Lawrence sald the “bad news sells
papers" theory Is a myth, perpetuat-
ed by our blases. The largest-sclling
issue of the Free Press came the day
after the Delrolt Tigers won the
World Serlcs In 1964, he added.
“M is we are

felm of his paper's fight to win JOA
approval from Attorney General Ed-
win Meese. He is also known for his
weekly oplnion column, which be be-
gan when promoted to publisher In
1885, where he cxplains how lhe
news business operates.
“It's a very, very different kind of
world,” he said.
have '

to our blases, in that we accentuate
the negative,” he said. “We remem-
ber the negative. I'm telling you, if
you look for the negative . . .in this
world, you'll flnd it. It's a real {ailing
in human nature.”

LAWRENCE SPORE at Ozkland
Community College’s Orchard Ridge
Campus In Farmington Hills as part
of the college's Distingulshed Speak-
er Series,

" Lawrence became a newsmaker
himsel{ this year, as he stood at the

Students aid probation work

Oakland Unjversity has recelved a
$45,000 grant for its Oakland County
Probation Enhancement Program, a
pald internship effort, The program
will aid students and ease the burden
on the county's probation depart.
meat. .
“The program works beautifully
and provides a great learning expe-
vience for the students,” said Joyce
Esterberg, program manager In
OU's placement and career services
department.

Esterberg sald she has placed be-
tween 32-14 junlors and senlors a
year as probation aides during the
program's four years of operation.

STUDENTS WORK 1,000 hours a
year while continuing thelr studles,
They receive caseloads, conduct pre-

sentence reports and perform other

County offices, The probation pro-
gram usually draws students with
majors ln soclology and a concentra.
tlon In criminal justice, or psycholo-
& rs. Some political science,
public administration and communi-
catlons majors have alsc been
placed as probation aldes,

The probation enhancement
project Is one of Ex;le;be:g'l Intern-

competition from “people who are
1ooking for a share of your mind.”

Lawrence sald his major compet!-
tion is not necessarily The Detroit
News, but subucban newspapers and
a multitude of radio and television
stations that have fragmented the
market during the past 20-30 years,

THIS CHANGING market bas cre-
ated the need for a JOA in Detroit,
Lawrence contends.” A JOA 1s possl.
ble under the Newspaper Preserva-
tlon Act, which allows a failing
newspaper to join with a stronger
one in the same market and main-
tain two, separate ediloria) voices.
“It's about cholce,” Lawrence added.

Although the newspaper business
Is “generally & very prolitable busi-
ness, he sald, “we are all losing
money In Detrolt.” The Frec Press
has filed for a JOA as the "failing
newspaper.”

Lawrence sald selling the Free
Press is “possible, but I think you
would be forestalling the lnevita-
ble” Directors of “Knight-Ridder,

ship p e p
project’s total funding Is about
$400,000 from state, local and coun-
ty grants. They provide paid intern-
ships for 115 to 130 OU students each
year.

Placements in the other programs
range fro m schools and nonprofit
agencles to Oakland County offices,
and fit a wide range of majors,

parent pany of the Free Press,
have announced they will close the
paper {f a JOA is nat approved.

Lawrence salid he does not want lo
see the paper continue operating in
the same manner, with Knight-Ridd-
er subsidlzing it to keep it afloat.

“Personally, I don't want a subsle
dized future,” he said. “1 want one
where we can stand on our own two
feet.”
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