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- Farmington area anti-substance
abuse actlvist Betty Nicolay is skep-
tical about a national foundation
that's asking suburban resldents for
money to {ight substance abuse.

“I doubt their legitimaey, 1 can't

may have contrlbuted to the rocky
start In Gakland County.

Ruth Harris, founder and staff
writer, sald the foundation has print-
ed and distributed almost a quarter
of a million workbooks since 1986.

For about a manth, the foundation
has operated a phone bank in South-
fleld, ca_ll.lng homes in Blrmingham,

Nicolay sakl she doesn't know if
Farmington-area residents have
been recciving calls from the Na-
tlenal Awareness Foundation,

After cheeking out the foundatlon,
Nicolay sald she found the crganlza-
tlon didn't register with the federally
funded Parent Resource Institute on
Drug Education, which most drug

say they aren’t But I
wauld recommend that resldents not
*send money to them,” said Nlcolay,

* bpard chairwoman of Farmington
Families in Action. “We don’t know
much about them. You don't know
where the money i3 golng.”

Nicotay joins other Qakland Coun-
ty drug awareness group members

* who are skeptical of the National

Awarcness Foundation and Its work-

book, Al Hugs No Drugs.”

The workbook's aim is to encour-
age steaight talk between children
and thelr parents about drug and al-
cohol abuse.

Even the East Coast founder of
he National Awareness Foundation,
which prints the free workbook, sald
xaggerated claims of endorsement

Troy, Hills
and other areas seeking meney. The
foundation has an office in South-
field.

PATRONS GET thelr names list-
ed in the workbook, which is to be
printed in May or Junc. Businesses
are also asked to buy advertise-
ments.

Two of the calls went to members
of arca Families In Action groups,
which work toward drug education
and prevention. They were called at
home and they were skepticat.

“l asked, ‘How come I've never
heard of you?' " sald Cornclia Dwy-
er, of the Blrmingham Bloomfield
Families in Actlon, She did not send
moncy.

Western Red Cedar
Deck Lumber

programs work through.
The Natlonal Federatlon of Parents
for Drug-Free Youth also knew noth-
Ing of the foundation.

Nicolay also said the state office
of Famllles in Actlen in Blrmingham
asked the Natlonal Awarencss Foun-
dation for information about the
group. “They didn't get it,” she sald.

THE METHOD of operallen also

bathered Audrey Berger, a member
d/Lathi

record of the National Awarcness

of the rup

in Actlon, although the caller did of-
fer her the opportunlty to come to
the Southfleld office and see the
warkbook, she sald,

Berger sald she was sent a “gener
ic" solleitatlon letter asking for $10.
“I thought it was real loose, and that
it was money they were after,” Bere
ger said

The non-profit foundation is a cor-
poration “in good standing” in Dela-
ware, according to that state’s attor-
ney general's office. It is not incor-
porated In Michigan, where such a
stalus Is optional,

Helen Bartlett, supervisor of the
Michigan Attorney General's Chari-
table Trust Dlvislon, sald she has no

Non-profit organlza.
tlons requlred to be licensed if they
solicit or antlcipate gathering $8,000
within a year,

The foundatlon's reglonal mana-
ger, Darrell Nelson, sald the group is
not a charlty and he sent in a ques-
tlonnalre to the state almost two
weeks ago.

IN THE flrst 30 days, Nelsop said
the callers had recelved about $3,000
In pledges from patrons and ad-
vertisers. They don't take donatlons,
he stressed, and they are not a charl-
ty.

Health offlclals are gun-shy about
unknown groups calling to raise
money for drug and aleohol abuse

Man hospitalized after 2-car accident

A m-yenr-o!d Farminglon Hills

condltion nL Baulord Hospital in

man, drove
lhrough a red stop light, was serious-
ly injurcd Tuesday morning in a two-
car colfisfon at the intersection of
Inksier and 10 Mile, Southfleld pub-
llcl dtnfnrma(lun officer Gary Conat
sald.

‘Two others received minor inju-
ries in the 8:20 a.m. accldent, which
closed 10 Mile between Inkster and
Beech for an hour, Conat said the
road was closed to allow police to

cident scene,

The car driven northbound on Ink-
ster by the Farmington Hills man
collided with one driven easthound
on 10 Mlle by a 28.year-old Farm-
Ington Hllls woman, police sald.

Activist skeptical of drug awareness group

because the cause ls so nviting, 1
persenally would not k2 inclined to
support this type of program be-
cause they are not licensed. I would
be suspicious of them,” said Kalvin
Engelberg of the Oakland County
Health Department’s health educa-
tlon and Intervention division.

The “All Hugs, No Drugs” work-
book is for children from grades 2 to
6 to take home and complete with
thelr families. It features 40 pages of
word searches, Dear Abby-style
questlans for children to answer, fill.
in-the-blank  surveys, quizzes and
drawings they can sketch,

Staff writers Dave Varga and
Tim Smith contributed to this sto.
w

woman’s car apparently hit the
northbound car at the driver's side.

Although she was not injured, two
passengers in her car were, Conat
said, A 39-ycar-old Farmington Hills
man and 34-year-old Farmington
Hills woman sought their own medt-
cal treatment, he sald,
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3 LOCATIONS =
ALL NEAR FREEWAYS
Reaford — 25450 Plymouth Ag
Lwvoma — 37000 Six Mile Rg.
Octrait — 4412 Livernais Ave,
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The difference

between sweat,
and smart sweat

40% OFF
Winter Robes
and
Gowns
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Come Early

has the latest
computerized
exercise machinery.
Surrounded by a
banked 1/10th mile track.
Complete with whirlpools and

There's a basic
difference between
the Medical Fitness
Center and ordinary
health clubs.

A medical difference.

: Many Styles Thursday Marc
: For Best » To Choose Friday 17,18 & 19 All the people on our staff saunas. . .
Selection, Saturday have degrees in Exercise Even special equipment for

cardiac rehab workouts.

* The cost is reasonable. With

special savings for Iammes and

seniors. s
Come and look around It could

be the smartest thing you'll do for

‘Yourseif this year,

Physiology. Thirteen in all,
including 4 Master's degrees.

You get a complete fitness
evaluation when you join,

Then, you don't just workout,
you workout smart.

The Medical Fitness Center

remre ¥

43443 Grand Rlver at Novi Rd., Novi M-wa.6: Th 8 F12-8:Sa19-5
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