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Middle school — a time for transition

MIDDLE SCHOOL students have
always been In some sort of Jimbo.

We hear about clementary proj-
ccts, PTA and PTO programs, spe-
elal classes in our high schools. A
whole section In many community
newspapers Is devoted exclusively to
high school sports.

And hen we have middle school
youngsters — simply growing up,

Even when middle schools were
junfor highs, they never recelved the
same attention as elementaries and
high schools, Middle school students
are In a time of transition, when
they're considered too old, yet too
young.

As 2 community, we scem 1o place
these young tecnagers In a void and
walt for them to emerge, ready to
face high school. We don't know how
to treat them.

“Catch them early, in elementar-
fes and carly childhood centers
where learning can be most effec-
tive,” say educators. We also cye
students carefully at high schools,
where extracurricular activities are
spotilghted and students are busy
making cholces for an adult life,

SHIOULD THESE “students in the
middle” in grades six to eight be left
alone to fend for themselves, or

should we pay more attentlon?

Even the schools are taking them-
sclves seriously with thelr celebra-
tion of National Middle Level Edu-
catlon Weck, March 13-19. In its see.
ond year, the week Is sponsored by
the National Assoclation of Second-
ary School Principals.

One visit to East Middle School in
Farmington Hills Jast week showed
me that desplte this void we sce
from the oulside, there Is a lot going

de.

A mix between elemcentary and
high school, middle school students
are guided and taught how to make
decisions, East assistant princlpal
Laura Miner sald. She called it “ex-
posure time” for the students.

A vlew of a middle school stu-
dent’s sensitivity came from two
sixth graders who showed me their
school, Both were exciled at the
prospect of some speclal time to talk
and show me favorite classes and

teachers.

But both said they were nervous
when called to the office after being
selected for the speclal duty. They
didn't know what o think. 1 was re-
ally scared,” said one.

Both shared their {eelings and ex-
pectations about coming to East,
told me about thelr favorite classes
and showed me the many day-to-day
actlvities.

THERE HAS been action during

Just last year, parents voiced con-
cern over the lack of parent Involve-
ment at Farmington's four middle
schools. There was no Parent/
Teacher Assoclation or organization
formed, no band boosters similar to
what s at the high schools.

This was addressed when the dis-
triciwide School/Community Forum
was formed 5o all levels could be
ropresented. It's a start.

Now this group must go on to ad-
dress concerns about middle school

the past year to rld our
of this perceived middle school
“vold" and get a better grasp on
middle school education.

peer p and how It
can help a community understand
this transitienal time in school.

1t’s not a time to be Ignored.

Regional primaries,
rotating dates— best

MICHIGAN LAWMAKERS should
keep an eye on the South’s bad expe-
rlence with “Super Tucsday” as they
make plans for a similar Great
Lakes president!al primary.

Two state Senmate measures, If
adopted, would restore Michigan's
two-party presidential primary in
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1992 and call on Mlinots,
Indiana and Ohio to hold their pri-
marics the same day, a Tuesday In

March.
* The thinking !s that a multistate
+ primary would force candidates to
- address Issues facing the natlon's in-
dustrial heartland.

THE SOUTH'S chief mistake in
+ the March 9 “Super Tuesday,” as I
read the Florida papers between
sunbaths last week, was to briog In
“ 100 many states — 17 in the South
- and three others — at once.
«  ‘The Democratic chairman In falr-
...y populous Sarasota County lament.
ed that candidates were spread so
* thin that they had time only to make
state capital airport news confer-
. encestops.

The South’s chief
mistake in the March 9
“Super Tuesday,” as |
read the Florida papers
between sunbaths last
week, was to bring in
too many states — 17
in the South and three
others — at once.

way In the world to get solid infor-
matlon on a candidate. And from the
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before thelr Jan. 14 mess, at jeast
saw lots and lots of stroklng from
George Bush, Jack Kemp and-Pat

* who will hold their caucus-primary
March 26, are going to get falrly
good looks at Michael Dukakls, Jesse

. Jackson, Al Gore Jr. and Dick
Gephardt,

Moreover, the South’s primary —
dubbed “Blooper Tuesday” by a

. Florida state officlal — forced can.
dldates to switch techniques sudden-
1y. From small-town bus tours and

«w- kaffeeklatches of February, they had
** to shift to news conference quickies
and 30-second TV spots.
And TV spots, with their glitzy
“images,” are probably-the worst

' polnts of view,
“Super Tuesday” was a nightmare
because those 17 states had no less
than 150 television markets.

THE REPUBLICAN establish-
ment was elated with Vice President
Bush's southern sweep, but Demo-
crais were dismayed at a couple of

things:

@ A regional primary was sup-
posed to strengthen the hand of a
Democratic candldate acceptable to
the South — someone not too heavily
wrapped up in radical feminlsm, ra-
clal quotas, equality regardless of
sexual orlentation, and belittling of
natlonat defense as “macho” games,
Instead, the states were split be-
tween three liberals — Gov. Dukakis

of Rev. Jackson and
the fledgling Sen. Gore of Tennessee,
Georgla's Sen. Sam Nunn, if he had
run, might have been a shoo-in.

® White Democrats, particularly
males, defected to the Republican
Party by the hundreds of thousands,
No one was entirely certaln whether
it was the continued attraction of a
Reaganish Grand Old Party or Jack-
son's lure to blacks to register and
vote, In any event, some real racial
polarizing between the parties is
going on in the South.

CONDUCTING ELECTIONS Is
pretty much states’ business under
the Amerien system of separation of

. powers, IUs going to be difficult for

any high authority to tell states that
thelr primary/caucus is too tin
(lowa, New Hampshire), too big
(Blooper Tuesday) or just about the
right size (the Great Lakes quintet).
Vet clearly that kind of deal Is
going to be needed. Clearly a con-
sensus is growing that a series of re-
glonal primaries is just the ticket to
avoid putting too much weight on
early tweetybirds like New Hamp-
shire. Clearly those les will

Gender still pays
Schools keep old-boy network

A WOMAN ONCE told me that the
men who ran the school district
where her husband worked would
not hire young, attractive women to
be helr sceretaries, The men (lig-
ured it was best not to upset their
wives, the woman explalned,

Not once during our

Rich
i Perlberg

ness of the old boys network.

THE FACT that women are infil-
trating administrative school posts
is a credit to the men making the
hiring decislons. Many, it is hoped,
are used to working beside compe-
tent women and don't glve as much

did I think to ask her if the women
who ran the school district hired
young, attractive men to be their
secretaries, There was no reason to
ask, There were no male secretaries.
There were no female adminlstra-
tors.

Times have changed, although not
necessarily at Mark 1V speeds. Sto-
ries In recent Observer & Eccentric
newspapers have told of women
making gradua) strides In the ranks
of school administration although 96
percent of the states superintend-
ents are men.

Don't blame male administratars
for the imbalance, says Dave Kahn

THAT'S A NICE deflectlon of re-
spansibllity but it's not accurate.

School people like to talk about
how much control the local school
board has when, In fact, that power
is severely limited by state statutes,
by taxing authority and by deft su-
perintendents who sct the agenda alt
the while encouraging school board
members to believe it was thelr dea.

But let's accept the fact that the
school board makes the final hiring
decislon, Who are they choosing
from? Usually Jt's from a list of fi-
nalists who are superintendents and

d Thet

to gender as to who is the
best qualified person for the job.

But the fact that progress
been slow belies a private sector ar-
gument that goes something like
this: Sure there was sex discrimina.
tion, but that's history. Now it's
going to take time for women to
work their way up to top-level man-
agement posltions.

{ogwash.

Think back to your school days.
Most people I know had predoml.
nantly women for teachers. This was
at lcast partly due to the fact that
teaching salaries were abysmal and
thus thought appropriate for women.
But the principals were men. So
even though Lhe women had the most

of the of
School Administraters, IU's the
school board that does the biring.
“It's out of the bands of the educa-
tors,” he claims.

se
fotks in turn used to be principals.
And all these hiring decislons were
made by the entrenched administra-
tive structure. Hence the effective-

experience, the men got
the jobs.

1f that's pews to you, you are prob-
ably a man. IU's no secret to most
women.

have to be spaced out so that one
state doesn't get six weeks of atten-
tion while a half-dozen states get one
wee

This observer has one further sug-
gestion: Not only should there be a
system of reglonal primaries, but
the election dates should be rotated,
20 that (say) the South Isn't first all
the time and the Great Lakes last,
doomed only to ordain a survivor.

Weedlng out presidential candi-
dates is too important In our nation’s
life to be left to S0-second TV spots.
Ask your relatlves'in Florida, Texas
or anywhere in the South. Or visit
the sun belt yourself during a slushy
week In March. :
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AREA RUGS

STEARNS & FOSTER WEEK AT
§‘{a¢/ﬂﬂ€6&k 7{1/1 m]‘w;e,

GET SAVINGS OF *160 TO ‘500 PER SET FROM AMERICA’S
PREMIERE BEDDING

MANUFACTURER.

E Machine-woven rugs, marked down

gl for our semi-annual clearance. Also

- Dhurries, Traditionals, Country and
Contemporary. Don't miss this
great sale opportunity.

20 % -60 %
OFF

(It's our Semi-Annual Clearance Sale)

R We've
never had
a clearance FRM S . GENTLEFIRM
REQ. 20N
like this! Twin rock pice 1113 §38 ‘)‘-'3',%‘ Tomescnpiece 1100 S
Exciting Pt eschpuree 1100 149 [ Zh0 oieschpecr b0 106Y
Eveey wse... Queen,3piece sei berr 3399 |Fgc % QueenIpnceset 100 HIt
rugs in T e A R Resim
chrrme the matsess you oved b 52 o 1% s el s
o tags | | B -~ e | SETREaER
o 0 bl EXTRAFIRM [;.2 LUXURY FIRM | Sambim Moo
off. Even b seand 1R 4y wo SALE [ e e | T
s lal e M3, Sa ome e P Twin cochpiece B23 1153 § Twineaca piees N9 §209 R
pec Urme O ATy, andane. : .yt > Tull coch piere 3370 $269 YOUVE EARNEDA
ol'del‘s. SALE / A . 1 Queen, 3 pueceont 1100 #41| STEARNS & FOSTER.
ENDS SATURDAY £ " o l;mlm .
MARCH 28. / 159 / 209
TWIN, EACH PIECE, TWIN, FACH MECE

KING SIZE ALSO AVAILABLE AT COMPARABLE SAVINGS

Boit

carpel € aren rugs 5
Woodward Ave. {W .
South of 12 Mile N :
543-5300 é‘:’q", . ;
2600 N. Woodward Ave. of Bloomfield Hills 332-8348 .
Machine- . Just South of Square Lake Rd. - Oqsn Mon., Thurs,, Fri. il 9 pm.
Woven rugs Fine Furniture Since 1917 ues., Wed,, Sat. ‘tit :30pm. |

are specially
priced to
move.
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