Bright revue lauds

Troy Players ‘Godspell’
is a winning productlon

(’cr[onmmces of ﬂnc Ridchule
PTa ers §

Lonlmue through Sundau March
27.at the playhouse in Troy. For
tigket information, call 644-8328.
=L must confess that since its gene-
sy, dn the early '7Cs' “Jesus Move-
ment,” “Godspell” has never been
onool my favorites,

~The evangelical muslcal's self-
cbasclously chlldish clowing and
wide-cyed ingenuousness scems
rooted in its counterculture niche.
Vith that grumbling caveat, I must
sayRhat Ridgedale Players’ new of-
feriDg of “Godspell” impressed even
me_with its entertainlng, at times
quRke moving, fervor,

The show Is an cxuberant, New
Teslament pastiche of songs and

theater

Despite some thin
singing voices in the
cast, Ridgedale's solid
musical talents shine
through.

parables, a breezy and affectionate
St. Matthew via Haight-Ashbury. De-
spite some thin singing volces in the
cast, Rldgedale’s solld musical tal.
ents shine through. The disorganized
and goofy first half of the show can
seem clumsy, but In the more
focused and intense second act (the
Crucifixion), the cast packs a power-
{ul emational punch.

The ensemble features David
Muma as hippie Jesus. Muma hits
just the right chord, as kindly char-
ismatic without being wimpy, Inhu.
man or pompously reverent. Al-
though his volee isn't overpowering,

Performances of the musical
revue “ Babes on Broadway,” per-
Jormed by TAP Ltd., continue at
7:30 and 9:30 p.m. Saturday at the
Novi Hilton, For ticket informa-
tion on dinner and show, or show
only, call 349-4000.

ABQUT HALF the performers in
the remalining nine-member cast are
better actors than singers, but the
solid backing of many
first-string vets carries the group
songs through wondcrlully. Of spe-
cial note are Cynthia Kay Pritchard,
Eugenta  Gardner, Robert Higgle
and, most particularly, regular
Gwen Elbert. Together, they make a
very joyful noise,

Ridgedale Godfather Dan See gets
major pralse for direction and cho-
reography that avolds cliche and
matches ambltion and talent well.
‘The band is effective but not obtru-
sively located. The minlmalist black
and grey set makes a perfect back-
drop, and Costume Dlirector Dorls
Harmon's stunalng, multi-colored
oulfits deserve wild applause, If they
can make me like “Godspell,” that's
high praise indeed.

“Life is a cabarel, of’ chum,” sings
Sally Bowles in the musical *Caba.
ret.” And In Michael Kiler's newest

, “Babes on at
the Novi Hilton, the audience ia
treated to a delightful evening of
cabaret-style entertainment.

As In previous productions by TAP
{Theatre Arts Productions) Ltd., Kii-
er has assembled some very lalented
actresses for a rousing salute Lo the
American musical. Singers Nancy
Kolton, Mary Nigohsian and Jane

all are
performers In thelr own right.

Whether singing the heart-break-
ing “What I Did for Love" from the
musical “A Chorus Line,” or “Don't
Rain on My Parade™ {rom “Funay
Glr),”” thesc women are cnergetle,
comic and seductive as they present
selections from the show's extensive
repertolre. In one section, entitled

Birmingham resident Chuck
Moss is a freelancer who writes
on a variety of subjects for the
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American musical

Nancy Kolton sings with a sincerity that is .

essential for any great performer. Her sultry
good looks and flashing smile are an added

asset to this show.

“But, What If . . .,” they sing songs
that come from a male’s polnt of
view, with amusing results,

Another section, “"Musical Theatre
Trivia,” Involves audience particlpa-
tlon where showgoers play for prizes
by trying lo identify a muslcal's title
ang the name of the character who
sings the clue song.

NANCY KOLTON sings with a
sincerity that is essential for any
great performer. Her sultry good
looks and flashing smile are an add-
ed asset (o this show.

Mary Nigohsian's beautifully
trained soprano volce ls perfect for
the sad ballad, “Losing My Mind,"
{rom Stephen Sondheim’s “Follles.”
Seeing Nigohslan’s vulnerability dur-
{ng this song s enough to bring tears
to your eyes.

‘To watch Jane Shaffmaster Is to

watch a talented comedienne in ag-*
tlon. She reminds one of a young
Carol Burnett, especially when sinfi-.
ing “Adelaide’s Lament” from
“Guys and Dolls.” Her comic timing
is flawless and is essential for apy-
one tackling this song.

But it is “Rebecca™ who dtser\‘(,‘b
(he loudest applause for her virtugsl-:
ty as the show's accompanlst. Ske,
tackles even the most difficult mc_g
dles with precision.

‘This production marks the first
show of a new scason, which Klicr
hopes will be as successful as lyst
year's, if not more so. With an en.
semble Hke this one, it won't be daffs”
cult for his wishes to come srue.

“Babes on Broadway™ perfqr,
mances are preceded by a delicious
dinner of Ellhcr brojled swordhsh or
prime rib. -

he still makes a credible strect 0
rist. Observer & Eccentric.

British
comedy
offered

presents
Farce,” a British comedy by Alan
Ayckbourn, at the Baldwin Theatre
in Royal Oak.
Performances. continue  Friday-
Suniday, March 18-20, and Thursday-
Saturday, March 2428, All perfor-
rgances are at 8 p.m. except 2 p.m.
SHrgtay, March 20.
Hckets are $7 for general audl-
e{iPs. Senlors and students recelve a
Hiscnunl for the Thursday and
ny perlormnnces. ‘The box off-

CORNED BEEF « PASTRAMI « COOKED BEEF

QUALITY PRODUCTS DESIGNED TO SATISFY ALL YOUR
SNACK, PARTY AND LUNCHTIME NEEDS.

"|T'S GROBBELICIOQUS"
FOR THE GROCER NEAREST YOU, CALL (313) 567-8000.
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wnigue Blend of ol world artistey and new world lavor, Culinary
detights - freshly prepared and served with by's special
air. Stylish dining - sccented with mabogany, marblc o brass:

including privale dnnm, rooms ancl aleanes, Serving L'mmmunl'\;
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VAN DYKE DARK
Holel & Conference Center
$IS00 Van Dyhe north o 13 S0ke R
Warsen, Mchigan 9392800

g Grand Prize: Trip for two to Hollywood--6 ‘nights
Second Prize: AMC Gold Pass

Third Prize: AMC Guest Pass
THE Presented by

®bgerver & Eccentric

1 NEWSPAPERS THEATRES
i U
i

Whether on business oc plessure, fly the Mondz skies of United with daily
o 165 .8, Canada, ti
! uniTep

he Bahamas
and the Orlent
oy

& UL (L TOURS
RN NI

¥¥¥¥¥¥¥44¥¥¥¥¥¥444¥4
1. i more than one eniry contains the

lobby of any AMC Theato o¢
most correct winners, tha Grand Prizo |  deposited ai any Obsarver &
ane

lebclloo by random dtlwlng

2. Entrles should be malied to 1he
address Imwabwolhowry blunk,

et R T O B S O 05E KN O3 A0 K2 OF BJ KN OB % Ka om o))

A Entry deadline is midnight Friday,
?Dﬁ“: 1888, ¢ 4
Imit one entry per persan.
6.No wrchnsanxmrymmlcr
nmm\al

lws. United Almm.m\’our Man Mon dny_ ‘D'“ B a l" m Observnr N
o-bgllnky Ewe'mic a STREET SCENE section.
9. You must be 1B of aider, fo enter.

TR DL EE TR TEE S BT

I*BEST PICTURE *BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR
Broadcast News O Albert Brooks, Broadcast News

0 Fatal Attraction £ Sean Connery, e Unrouchares

€ Hope and Glory {3 Morgan Freeman, Street Smart

3. Employeos of The Observer
Eccentric Newspapers, AMCT’heu

CATCHALLYOUCANEAT!

At Our Friday Fish Fest

Every Friday'S-IOpm

BEER BATTERED.COD,
CRISPY FRIES and
CREAMY COLE SLAW

Other Exciting Seafood
Selections at Regular

enu Prices! {S
Sheraton Oaks

R P . . * . 'The hospitality people of m
. - 27000 sxsrwm DRIVE. NOVI, MICHIGAN  312/343-5000

] The Last Emperor OJ Vincent Gardenla, aocastruck
O Moonstruck 0 Denzel Washington, Cry Freedom

*BEST ACTRESS *BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS
0 cher, moonstruck Norma Aleandro, Gaby. A True Story
O @lenn Closs, FatatArtraction 3 Ann Archer, Fata Attraction
S Sally Kirkiand, Anss [ Otympla Dukakis, Moonstck
Mery! Streep, iroaweed 3 Ann Ramsey, Throw Momma From the Train
O Holly Hunter, Broadcast Nows O Ann Southern, me whaies of Avgust

*BEST ACTOR *BEST DIRECTOR
[ Michael Douglas, wexstrost O Adrian Lyne, Fatat Arraction
O willlam Hurt, Broadeast News O John Boorman, Hope and Glory
O Mareello Mastrolannl, Dark £yes ] Bernardo Bertoluccl, Tre Last Emperor

] Jack Nicholson, ronweed 1 Lasse Hallstrom, sy Liteas a Dog
3 Robin Willlams, Good Moming, Vietnam O Norman Jewlson, Moonstruck
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AMC THEATRES

6689 Orchmd Lake Road
West Bloomfield, MI 48322
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