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Firecall

By Bob Sklar
statt writer

1¢'s called SERT. And it’s intended
to provide a special response to spe-
cial emergencies.

Startup of the Special Emergency
Response Team was one of the
highlights of last year for the Farm-
ington Hills Fire Department, ac-
cording to the 1987 annual report.

It was a year that saw a dramati-
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cally lower flre loss and fewer fires,
but mere emergency runs than the
previous year.

The 1l-member SERT team,
drawn from full- and part-time fire-
fighters, underwent tralnlng and ac-
qulred cquipment In 1987.

It also responded to hazardous in-
cidents, including a spill,

that require special tralning er spe-
clal equipment, llke hazardous mate-
rials or a special rescue,” Deputy
Firc Chief Peter Baldwin sald,

“Everyday,” he added, “there are
tankers running down our express-
ways carrying all sorts of hazardous
materlals: polson, waste oil, acid,

an underground gasollne tank leak
and a chemlcal emergency.
“It's deslgned to handle incidents

h , Our job Is to mitlgate
problems when they arisc.

“That's where SERT flts in."

To help control expense, whoever
is responsible for a hazardous mate-
rlal incident may be bllled when
SERT responds, Chlef Richard Mar-
inucci wrote in the annual repart, re-
1eased to the clty counci! March 14,

FARMINGTON HILLS logged
$1.09 million In total fire loss during
1987, a year when [lres decreased 9
percent.

No one dled as a result of fire. But
11 firefighters and 18 civilians were
injured, none serlously.

Non-flre emergency runs were up
11 percent In 1987,

Total runs were up 8 percent. The
3,520 runs nearly doubled the num-
ber the department had flve years
ago, in 1883,

The 3,520 runs represented 9.6 a
day, a .7-per-day Increase from 1986,
Medlcal emergencles totaled 1,408
last year, up 3 percent.

Doilar loss attributed to fire in
1987 “was down ly,” Mar-

Fire Chief
Farmington Hills

There were [ive major fires In
1987. Faur maliclously sct house
fires produced a comblned loss of
$190,000. An accidental flre cavsed
$100,000 In damage to @ garbage
truck. Two house fires of undeter-
mined cause left $220,000 In dam-
age. A susplcious house flre left
$40,000 in damage, These clght fires
represent almost half of the total
{lve loss for the year.

FORTY PERCENT of all alarms

tnucci sald. “The clty experienced no
major commercial flres and only
two dwelling fires with over
$100,000 damage.”

That, coupled with an unususlly
high loss in 1986, resulted in a dollar
loss drop of 85 percent from 1986,

n Hills last year in-
volved medical cmergencies, not
fires. Tralfic accidents with injurles
accounted for 13 percent.

Only 14 percent involved actuat
fires. More than a third of the 506
actual fires, 185, involved open burn-

Supporters of candidates to state views

Representatives of five Democrat-
ic presidential candidates will ad-
dress the Farmington Democratic
Club Wednesday.

The public meeting will begin at
7:30 pm. at the Botsford Inn, 28000

Grand River, Farmington Hills,
Each representative wlll have flve
minutes to make an opening state-
ment. Questions will then be ficlded.
Candldates who will be represented
are Gov. Michael Dukakls of Massa-
chusctts, Sen. Albert Gore of Tennes-
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see, Sen, Paul Simon of Illinols, Rep.
Richard Gephardt of Missourl and
clvll rights activist Jesse Jackson of
Mlinois.

The Michigan Democratic Party

preference caucuses Saturday,

March 26.

‘The primary Is the flrst step
toward selecting Mlchigan’s 150 del-
egates to the natlonal Democratic

will hold its Id

in July [n Atlanta.
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ing. There were 135 vehlcle flres, 70
residential fires, 52 grass fires, sev-
en commerelal flres and two indus.
trial fires.

Arson and suspiclous fires ace
counted for 37 percent of all fires
last year, exclusive of open burnings.
Investigators determined 97 flres to
be arson and 22 to be susplcious.

Residential fires were down 22
percent. Marinucel attributed that
partly to luck but also to “our fire
cduc:{&lml and fire prevention ef-

“We've gotten some positive feed-
back frem public education and

know it has benefitted certain peo-
ple,” he said. "But we don't always
hear from people in other cases. So
it's hard to take full credit.” .

Most alarms in 1887 were belween
4 and 6 p.m. July was the most ac.
tive month,

Average response time to emer-
gency Incidenls from time of
dispatch until arrival on scene was
5.2 minutes, a bit faster than during
the year before,

Also In 1987, the fire department
condqcled éim fire prevention In-

re

reached 11,000 adults and children,
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